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THE 

jft^NciENT Physician V Legacy 

impartially furveyM ; 

And his Practice prov'd Repugnant, 
not only to that of the beft antient and 
modern Phyficians, but to the very Na- 
ture of thofc Difeafes (many of them) of 
which he .undertakes to give us an Ac- 
count; inconiiftent even with thofe very 
Indications himfeif at fome Times lays 
down for the Cure. 

WITH 

Fradical Observations upQn each Chapter* 

IN 

A Letter to a Country Thyficlan. 

To which is added^ 

In the way of Postscript^ 

A Discourse on §iftickfilver^ 

As now commonly Taken ; 

And the good or bad Effeds which have 

thence enfued. 

AS ALSO, 

A particular Account of Monfieur BelhJ^s Pill 
compared with the Author*s. 

And the Case of Sartof$ Sootb^ £iq; 

the Idte famous Tragediaa. 

As the fame was communicatea to the Author 

by Mr. Jlexander Small^ Surg^ti, 

who open'd the Qody in the Prefence of Sir Hans Sloan* 

i_ , I -^ ■ • r"~ 

jBy Daniel Turner, 
of the College of Pbyfcians^ London^ 



London, Vfinted fir John Clarke, ai th Bible uffdor $h$ 
Royal Ejbchange, Cornhill. i73}. 



• ••, 

mi 



A 



A A 1> JL# Jci 



OF TEE 



Principal MATTERS 

TREATISE. 



1"^ // E right Auricle of the Heart di/hfiAd 
b^^ a*ThFooibH$ ;. aad a Polypus /^ftMkfi 
1^ 2>^tf PutmaMiy Artery 9 ^ki/^Aftfaflia- 
tic)^ Patieac, Page> 4, 
^^ Gout diftinffii/b^d'Oi ^twomand Humonral : 
Tlv ^7}% /^n»V. AnomalCMis, tbe^ h^ Genoine V 
the former umkfirv* d by, tb» AncicM* Pbyficia&t 
aUboi^b of the- moji dat^spous Coi^efftencetJo tbe 
Patiint. witk tie almofi fatal Tending enfii^ 
w^ A Perfot^ difpfig his Foo^ in CQbi WaUr at 
the approach of a Paroxy fin i infer t^d at^ a 
Caution toggutyrP^e^^agamJl^^ijd^M^p^^ 
p. 5 ta 7, 
?%i Ancienc PIvy fidan emlaimi9tg ^prnft Opiatel' 
iu^this Difeafifi yet a^tbt /^mir ^im^^dire^ing one 
of the mofl dangerous^ f6r the^ Dofet' of^ Op}uiB». 
• tbal-eiwp 'om ppefjo^d by anjjm^b^e inm i 
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iv The Contents. 

with a Miracle wrought upon a gouty Patieutf 
at leaft fo pretended^ ^ the DoSor^s Diapbore- 
tick, p. 8, 9. 
Elix. Vitrioli, bis favourite Medicine^ aUom^d to he a 
very good one infome States of /£e Solids as wtH as 
Fluids [in which laft be places the Seat of all Dif 
eafes"] but given by him in too large Proporti^for 
many St/macbs to bear it ; and injiancing certain 
States and Conditions where the fame may be hurt- 
ful^ p. 9 CO II. 

&e Dropfy differenced by an Afcttes, Tympa- 
nites and Anafarca, although no Difference made 
by him in the Cure % all being alike removed by 
pttrging^ according to our 'Phy/icianj who is an 
Enemy to the Paracentefis, p. 1 1 to 1 3, 

Hv Hydr^gogue, and bis Account of two Perfons 
cur^d bv it ; together y with that of another Gen- 
tleman*s ; of two more that were kilTd thereby^ 
er^ who died under the Operation thereof p. 1 3 
to 15. 

^be Cafe of an old Lady^ recommended to a certain 
Dropfy Doilor^ with her Sentiments upon the 
fame I together with M^e' Form of a Purge ordered 
by one (ftbefe People^ p. 15 to 17. 

^e Diabates verfi9J6dicioufly defcrib*dby this Gen- 
Heman^ and the Difference in 0Vght as well as 
Colour y briween the Urine ofthofe labouring under 
tbisDi^afey and that (j^ Hyftcrical or Hypo- 
chondriacal People ; vliftb the Dq&ot*s Cure 
thereof y p. 18, 19. 

Cfa Confumptiony in which fome ffofs Miftakes 
both in Theory and PradHce, p. 20 to 25. 

Cfan Afthma i no Notice taken rf' Quickfilver, 
however fince extoWd for this Bifiemper^ p. 26. 

The Jaundicie erroneoujly difiinguifi^d^ and whilfi 
the Cure 9 by froper Deobfiruents^ isfet at nought^ 

a 



The Contents. v 

Jk^ very dangtroui Empirical one is recommended^ 
p. 26 to 29. 

^e Stone fal/tf dcfin% and the Cure propounded by 
Remedies reverfe to tbofe Indications be lays down 
in order thereunto^ p. 29 to j^. 

Cf Nervous Dife^fes, as Paify, Memlptcgy, 
Chorea, Apoplexy^ Epilepfy, with bis /If- 
count of tbe Hyfterical and Hypochondriacal 
AffeSlms^ as faulty as tbe refi \ containing little 
ether than Detraifion againji tbe whole Faculty 
of Pbyjicky and fitting up bimfelf for tbe Oracle. 
It is here be cries out againji Steel in Subfiance^ 
as be did before upon Opiate^ yet orders them 
both bimfelf y p. 351043. 

yfe^ Green ^Sickncfs, with his whimjtcal Notion of 
the fame being Vermicular; in Confequence of 
which Acids and Quick filvcr are the prime Re^ 
medics \ with a Digrejfion concerning Equiirocal 
Generation, and his ridiculous Jfertiony that 
many Thoufand Subjefts are loft yearly to the 
Crown by the taking of Gafcoin's Powder, 
whilft Quickfilver, he affirms, caO hurt no 
one, p. 43 to 53. 

^wo remarkable Jnfiances of a Chlorofis, with a 
Caution to young Phyficians^ that they miftdie not 
a tic&kkfor fbis DiJlempcTj p, 54. 

Cutaneous Affeftions, as tbe Elephantiafis, Le- 
pra Grecorum, Itch, &c. vermicular aljo^ 
according to tbe Ancient PhyGctan, and Quick- 
filver, tbcf Remedy^ as fpecifical for Worms, 
p. 54 to 59- ' ' 

Of tbe Plague ; with tbe Story of upwards of two 
Hundred Men lofing each one Hundred Oun- 
ces of Blood. The Author* s Remark thereon \ and 
bis Endeavour k> reconcile Dr. Hodges and Dr. 
Sydenham upon this ^opick ; alfo the former^ 
1 Prg^ 



tci The CofHents. 

Frophy ladLsk at theTtme eftbe loft ffeatSickna^ 
in London, p. 60 to 75. ^W 

Tir Spotted FcvcF, in which mathtr ^tie DoSbr^s. 
Miraclcsj^ P-7^* 

'DiJlinSlTon between a peiiiileotial mid maligiianc 
F^fwr» pi 77 tp 79> 

Of the Small Pox v Pr. Sydenham one of the h^ 
Writers thereon^ii Qur Fby fician; ibe very^ worfi % 
whether we refp^Sl their HiiEory or their Cure, 

P-79 to 92. 
^ekme ai ta the Meaflci ;. anS hii Charff renew- 
* ei 0^fiinjt Gafcoia'i Powder,, and we UJe of 

BHRcts^ p. 93 tp 96. 
ne ScarFet r ever and^ Eryfipelas i, with his Mi' 

fidhe about this M, p. 9.7, 98^. 
Pbripneumony W Pleurify %, his oBfurd Notion of 

the latter being but the^me ha]f ff the former i and 

that m one dies thereof unLefifor want of Bleed- 

f»i;, p. 98, 99. 
S!he Angina ; bisJgporance (f, the true^ bjfubftitu^ 
ting^ we falje. in' place thereof 9 and p'eferibin^a ' 
m^ pernicious Gargqrifm of Sublimate ; with an 
Example of Bronchotomy herein^ but not fucce^* 

fiilj p. IQQtO^iaj. 

Qfthe Rheumatirm> and bis Empirical Remedy for 
the fame. Blijf^ringy . acctmding to the ^uwor^ 

much preferable. U\2.QX^\\xxxi. hurtful^ p. iQJ; 
CO 106. 

Sie Aguty according to this. Gentleman a Nervons 
Difeafe, kecaufe^ of. its ftaied Periods. "J he Ju- 
thorns Comment thereon^ with the Dolior^s Me- 
thod of giving tb£ RaEk,./(?r the fake of Us. Ro» • 
finc^ p. 106 to 1,1 1^ 

Fieyers of the Spirits. What is to be underfiood 
thereby^, againft .the Cavils of fime Perfpns^ 
p. 112^ 

2 Of 



The Contents. vii 

9f DiTeatcB of the Stomad^ is^ lAich he iecfies 
VomitSt^j^/ has oriei^iime of the rouf^. gs in 
the Jzunaict ^/!ii Rheumacilm, p. 112110 117. 

DUeaics of the Jnteftine^t p« jj 8 (o 1 2o« 

N. B. Upon a Review of . this Chapter the 
Author finds he has wrongfully charged the An-^ 
ctent Pk^fidan wkh miftaking the Afcaaides /or 
thp Ikmbricus Latus, by ayenookiiig the Word 
Liitle^ and minding only ^zx, oS jlai Wurms i for 
which he is tp afk Pardon : For if the Afcarides 
are flat, which through their Mioatenefe heiiever 
lieeded, jthcy may juitly be termed y2«/^r«ij. 
Yet at the fame Time, wbilft he was treating <)f 
Che Difeafes cf xfae haefiinet^ particularly tseh* 
tioning Wirm^ thofe certainly which are more 
remarkable a fuch as the Jjmbricus Latus^ par- 
ticularly fo denominated, zs^ well as others of 
the Earthworm refemblance, oi^ht, I think, 
to have been obferv'd, the former cfpecially^ as 
How Unted, being fo peculiarly diftinguifliM by 
the Name, of the Uape or fiat Worm. 

^e Conclujion (fihe Legacy a meet piece if Farce ; 
with an Attempt to refute Jbme of ^ Ikffor^s 
Miracles^ p. 120 to 130. 

Contents of the S)ifcourfe m^tkh 

fiver. 

REafons why the Author bos not been aHefofur^ 
nifi ntore intelligence upon this SubjeSf ; and 
^ wAy bchas not prepilfdtbif Remedy^ p. 131 to 

'"'^' Quick- 
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Quickfilver, as now taken^ in ufe about the la^ 
end of the laft CeMurs ; and bow it came to%e 
laid down in fome Filioges near the Town^ p. 1 35, 
136. 

jln Experiment to try- if the Mercury would pafs the 
Coats of the. Guts, fViib a Digrejfion^ Concern- 
ing the different Secretions in animal Bodies^ 
p. 136 to 139. 

Mercury divided, as in Bclloft*^ P% prefer- 
abUf in the Author^ s Opinion^ to the undivided, 
orasffegate Mafs thereof^ as. more certain to pafs 
/£r^La^eaIs, and get into the Bloody p. 140. 

^e Subflety of the Mercurial S teams j with an odd 
jfecideht confirming tbefame^ p. 141, 142. 

Jbe Cafe of an old Gentleman taking Jixteen Pounds 
of Mercury, without any Alteration^ and €oU 
telling the fame within one Ounce and half, p. 143. 

D^irent Times of its Lodgment^ and pajftng out of 
the Body 5 with a pleafant Story of a L^y feat" 
tering it as fhe was dancing at a puhlick AJfem- 
Uyy 144 to 146. 

Mercury ailing principaUy hy means of its Perme- 
ability tf»^ 1/5 Poodus ; whence a §luer% Wbe- 
ther as it is capable of doing much gooa^ it may 
'^ot aJfo at fometimes hurt f With four Inflames 
carrying great probability that it has done fo^ 
p. 147 to 149. 

^e Advocates for crude Mercury denying a real 
Pcyalifrn to be occaftoned thereby i an Example 
is laid down ofone^ wherein the Jfuthor was late^ 
ly a Witnefs^ in Confultation with Dr. Burton, 
p. 150 to 152. 

friendly /Idvice tg the Ancient jphyfidan, to cor- 
reS his Dofe of fome Medicines^ particularly that 
of the Opium in his Powder for the Gout ; with 
a modeji Reproof to the Gentleman of Trjijity, 

cony' 
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^nurning his CbaraHer of the Legacy, and itsi 

Author^ as well as for ike Offence taken agfun^ 

the Compiler of ibiji ifV^^/r/J, about Monficur 

Bclloft, p. 153 to 157. 
fiv Ambir^s Pmfet doWf^ and compared ipiib that 

Gentlemaffs \ UfiSb fome remarkahle Cut^s per^ 

formed thereby^ ?• 158, 159. 
3%^ Scf aiburg Pill, common^ C4^% hut denfd te 

be Monfieur Belloft V ; with fome farther Re-t 

mgrhupo»Af Authors 9 p; i6a, t^t.] 
A Remonftrance to the Trinity Genderaan^ con^ 

ceming Monfiesr Bqltofifj Noftrum; mdHiSf^ 

Meti9oA of fehing jome McrcuriaT Frobkmts 

p. 161 to 168. 
Tb& Aulbof^s Reafims wb-j h0 friers the divided 

^^d^filyrcr to that which is anaividedi^ p; 1^6^^ 

170. 
Sublimation ^Af^rorry^ animfroperl^ermtO'eX'' 

prefs its Effe£ls of Sz\ivz6otiy p. 171, 172. 
^f excellent Properties of Mercury divided; a^ in 

the PiUj p. 173, 174. Tboi^b not fufficient at 

afi dimes' U? vacate the Salivation^ which ^wiU b't 
,ftiU the mofi certain Remedy far Venmai Pa-: 

tiencs, p. 173 to 175. 
3%^ Cafe of a Lady (^iSbed with Node»^z;ri^ NtO!<* 

&aroal Plains, reeomr^d by the Autb^^s J^Ml 

without SalivaHon^ p. 176 to 17!^. 
A young FeUow cur*d ^Serpigines, in Jhe Days^ 

/byaDozenoftbefePiUs^ p. ^78, 179, 
^wo Perfons notwitbftanding^ within tbefe fivm,. 

Months paft^ fsdinattd 9y the Aubor^ tfier 4 

long andfruitkfs Attempt by M^^^-iis and Bc^- 

laSesPUhy rbid. 
Author owns bimfef an Enemy te Noftri>iflQp» 

lMbope$hf fi^ b(tat»ajia^ Friend ^ 9^i^9^ 
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CoifTISNTS oUhe Hifiorical Memoirs. 

TH E Cafe of Thoqias Hukins, cmmunic4^ 
ted by Dr. Packc, p. 195 *o ^0$. 
J^fquire Grofvenor'i Cafe^ p. 206, 207. 
Another of like Kindy but not alike fuccej$fuU p. 9off, 

209. 
4 poor Wiman voiding large ^antiiies of Blood by 

Stools p. 209 to 212. 

Another of the fame Nature^ p. 213, 214. 
fiead^acb^ Pains of the Limbs ^ with Numbnefs en-^ 

fuingy p. 215, 216. 
An Iliac PaiTiOD in a Lady quick wHh CbUd^ and 

the Diffeiiion of an Iliacal Subjeff^ p. 217, 218. 
ji Relation from Mr. Savage, Apothecary at New* 

bury, Berks, p. 21 8, 219. 
An Eryfipelas fpreading aU over the Body ; with 

anotker returning a fecond Time^ after returning 

to the fame Remedy^ p. 220, 221. 
different Opimons of the People^ as to Quickfilirer 

beihz tbeCaufe dn4 Cure of the fame Complaints^ 

ibid 
Inflation (^ the Abdomen with Tormina, large 

Spittings and a moftftubborn Ophtbalmy , p.2 22. 
A Spafm on the Mandible, Salivationp and deadly 

Flux of the Bcliyy p. 222 to 224. 
$he Difficulty of coUeSu^ Qafis of tins Nature^ 

p. 224 to 227. 
A Woman thrown into ^ moft dangerous, SalivatioOt 

p. 227 to 230. 
A continual Vomiting reftrain^d by the fame Remedy^ 

pv 23 1, 232. 
pprollaries (in refpe3 to the. Author^s Sentiments 

abfiut this Remedy) deduceable from, the precee^- 
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tf^ Memoirs of Quickfilvcr ; witb/ome Cau* 
lions in the taking thereof, as to fame partieular 
Dlfeafes and Cof^itutions, p. 234 to 24a 

Two Affertions of the Mercurialifts net rightly feimd- 
ed, p. 241, 242. 

Meafons toby Pb^uians Jbtmld not jirtjhibe this 
Remedy^ p- 242 to 244. 

^be Treatment tobicb the Author has met with in thi 
Purfuit oftbefe Enquiries ; and a fleafant Rela- 
tion <f a Perfon ajipfjii^ to him for a RetvarJ, 
p. 245 to 250. 

0s Opinion if fame late H^riters in Defence of the 
Remed^^ and their Comparijim hetween Bdloft'j 
divided, and their undivided Mercury ; vnth a 
fecendCompofitienef the Author* St more agrteatle 
with that Gentleman's, p. 25010 257. , 

Kit Apology for the Freedom be bos taken, find his 
R^adinefs to fubmit bimfelf to the Centre of the 
Ci^e, p. 258, 2^9. 

A fecond Letter from Dr. Facke, with a farther 
Account of Hiikias's Cafe, p. 260 10 268. 

fhe Cafe of Barton Booth, Efqi communicated by 
Mr. Alex. Small, the Surgeon who opened the 
Body in the Prefence of Sir Hans SJoui, p, z6^ 
W 275' 
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JiTJt. Th« Mlo>lirisg pifiotvfe having beea prioced at ewo 
different Flaoeo^ choogh the fame is regularly coiicioue4» 
there has been a Miuake in the Pages, from N^ iSo to 
193. of which the Reader is informed, that h^ may ao( 
think any part thereof to be wantiog. 
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7%e Antient Phyjtcians Legacy im-* 
partially Survey d, &c. 

I N A 

LETTER 

T O A 

Country Praditioner. 

s tn, 

YO U have fent me a rcry ftiort Let- 
ter, but therein enjoyn me a much 
longer Penance. You don't con- 
fider furely that I am now grown an old 
Man, going out of the World as well as 
the Antient Phyficim himfelf, about whole 
Legacy you write : and who thought indeed 
c're now to have retired from it, for the fake 
of that Peace and Quiet I hope yet to enjoy. 
You tell me, that it is my Duty tojorewarn 
the Ignorant of the Danger that may befall 
themy in lifiening to thofe who have more Af- 
furance than Skill or Judgment in the Pro- 
fejjion they take upon them: I ftiould have 
been glad, had you thought fit, you had 
addrefs'd fome others of your Friends in 
London^ of more Leifure and greater Abi- 

3 lities, 



2 The Antient'PiiY%icik\:iS 

lities, (tho' I think there is not much of this 
latter wanted) for the prefcnt Undertaking. 
If you pleafe however to accept Ibme 
tranfient Thoughts, and excufe the liafte in 
which they have been drawn up, fince the 
Receipt of yours, I here prefent them, de- 
claring firft of all that I have not the leaft 
Ill-will or Prejudice to the Author, who \» 
a Stranger to me, tho' I muft own I am 
prejudiced againft fomc Parts of his Prac- 
tice, becaufe I im latisfy'd the fame, in 
many Cafes, if purfued, muft be prejudicial 
to the Health of my Fellow-Citizens. I 
never was caird in upon Him, nor ftiould 
I care to meet a Man in Confultation, who 
has behaved fo unhandlbmly to the whole 
Faculty of Phyificfc, even to thole very 
Gentlemen who did Him the Honour to 
admit Him a Licentiate. Nor do I re- 
member to have been oftentimes calPd 
after Him, altho' once particularly (Ican^t 
forget . the fame ) in Company with that 
honeft and good-natured Man, your Friend, 
the deccafed Dr. Wagfiaffy to a Patient in 
Goodman's Fields^ whoni we found per- 
fectly Comatofiy and who deceafed the next 
Day truly Lethargick ; tho' he had lain thus, 
^as the Relations told us) for Ibmc Days, 
not one Blifter had been apply 'd, nor any 
yblatile^ or othet Remedy carrying a Sti^ 
mulus a^long with it, adminifter'd. 

In 



Legacy furveyd. 3 

in the way of Requital, the lame Gen* 
tleman wks very lately called in after me, 
to an honeft and worthy Wefl-India Cap- 
taitiy at Mik^End^ labouring feemingly un- 
der a nervous jifthma. In the beginning 
of the Spring, I had relieved him by Vo-- 
latileSf luch as the Sal C. C. Vol. and h^ 
had no Fit for leveral Months after, till 
towards the laft Autumn, when the fame 
came upon him with greater Violence than 
ever. After I had tried the former Reme- 
dies without Succefe, as well as fundry o- 
thers, the poof Gentleman began to com-* 
plain of violent Spafms on the Pracordiay 
inlbmuch that he could not bear to lie 
down in his Bed, the Difeale being at- 
tended with & great Palpitation of Heart, 
as to elevate the Sternony and by the Noife, 
hindering him from taking the leaft Reft. 
I told the Apothecary (Mr. Lee^ a Man of 
good Worth in the Neighbourhood) that 
fome Polypous Concretions were in all Jifce- 
lihood formed either in the Ventricles of 
the Heart, or the Veffcls palling into or 
from the fame ; and that the Difeafe lay out 
of the reach of Medicine. 

The lame Evening the G^uickjilver Doc- 
tor, as he lays . the People call him, or as 
he would be called by them, was fent for ; 
^nd ^ickjiher iurely was to be the Afytum:^ 
but before any Quantity thereof could be 
got down, the Captain in extreme Anguifh 

B a deceas'd. 
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dcceasM, not from the Remedy^ but the 
force of the Difeafe. 

• Upon opening the Body, as the Surgeon 
told me, (for I was not by) the right Au- 
licle of the Heart was prodigioufly di- 
ftendcd, and filled with Thrombus^ a Poly- 
pus alfo difcovcred in the pulmonary Ar- 
tery at its exit from the fame ; whence of 
neceffity both that ftrong Vibration, and 
diflficulty of Relpiration, took its rife : 
Nature by a redoubled Kijus^ endeavouring 
to force a Way for the Circulation to be 
cpntinued thro, thofe Organs. 

This only as Preliminary : I Ihall now 
come to my Remarks upon each Difeafe, aa 
they lie in the Order he has placed them : 
but before' I enter on that Task, I cannot 
overlook his Introdudion. 

** It is (iaith he) efpecially neceffary in 
«* the Cure of .Difeafes, to be thorowly 
^« acquainted with the Nature of them. 
*^ Without this Knowledge no good is to 
** be done : On the contrary, much harm 
*' may probably enfue from the Phyfician's 
" miftaking the Patient's Cafe/' 

One might think furely, after this Exor- 
dium^ no Man would have undertaken to treat 
of any Difeafe, of whofe Nature or real EC- 
fence he was not rightly apprifed : or have 
propofed any Method of Cure for the fame, 
mconfiftent with the Nature of fuch Dif- 
eafe \ and yet, I belie ye, you will find this 

Gentleman 
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Legacy furveyd. 5 

Gentleman exceedingly deficient as to both, 
in almoft every one he has enter'd in his 
Treatile. 

Of the Gout. 

Which altho' very juftly term'd Oppro- 
brium Medicorum^ is made light of by this 
Adept in Phyfick, who pretends to have 
made a very extraordinary Dilcovery in 
finding o\xt that the Matter of this Difeaje 
is Matter, and an\alkaline Matter aljoy wit-- 
nefs the Chalk Stones, found in the Intemodes 
oj Arthritick Patients^ in whifh^ he lays, 
the whole Faculty, have been deceived -^ as if 
any of them had been fo mad as to fur* 
mife the Gouty Fomes^ Immaterial. How- 
ever others may have been miftaken, it h, 
I think, evident this Gentleman knows 
little of it, or th^ proper Parts which Na- 
ture has appointed for the Depofita of this 
gouty Matter, where it ought, and fliould 
be encouraged rather than diverted, un- 
lels Wi2 were Mafters of a Remedy that 
would deftroy its EJfence or radically lijbf 
flue it. 

The Gout) it is very certain, is both 
Nervous and Bumoural ; that is, confifting 
of more fubtil and fpirituous, as well as 
groffer Particles. The firit appears plain 
\>y the dire Spafms on the Membranes, 
whether thofc of the Brain, th? Brcaft, or 

B i the 
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the lower Belly ; where it very frequently 
ads the Tragedy, and kills the Patient : 
The laft is as evident by the Swelling and 
Inflammation on the Hands and Feet, 
where, however it may pain and enfeeble 
the Parts, it never deftroys him. The firft 
is termed jinomalous, the laft Genuine. 
Whoever knows the Nature of the former 
of thefc, and the great Danger he may hap* 
pen to undergo thereby s fo foori as ever he 
apprehends the gouty Matter ieparating 
from the Blood, as by the preceding Fla- 
tulency and Ru£fus Ibmetimes happens, and 
threatening an Attack; inftead of divert- 
ing the Storm from falling where it fliould, 
the proper Receptacula^ the extreme Parts, 
will encourage it all he can, left it fliould 
feize upon the more noble, which frequently 
is the Cafe where repelling Topicks have 
beea ufed, or the laid Part^ have been ex- 
pofed to the cold Air. 

I have the rather taken notice of this 
Incident, becaufc the Dodor tells us, that 
whereas Phjjicians have propofed warm Flan- 
nels to the party they are in the wrong ; for 
that it is Proprium Caloris attrahere^ and 
does beyond doubt attra^ the gouty Matter. 
I will not fay it was by this Man's Ad- 
vice, but that of one in the lame Way of 
thinking, that a Perlbn for whom I was 
not long lince confulted, dipping his Foot 
in Water, on the Approach of a Paroxyfmy 

4 ^ was 
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was the fame Evening feifcd with a violent 
^pafin on his Breaft, under which I found 
him crying out, he was a dead Man, and 
had brought his Death upon himfelf by a 
rafh Experiment. When I had been in- 
formed thereof^ I could think of no other 
Way of helping him, than by immedi- 
ately direding^ dry Cups to his Feet, and 
Blifters to his Legs, upon the very Foun- 
dation of the Dr/s Philofophy, /. t, Propri-' 
urn eft Caloris attraherey and thereby fared 
my Patient; for the next Morning, by that 
time the Blifters took place, the Spafm 
(for which I alio direded a large Dole of 
Sal Vol. C C. in a warm cordial Draught) 
l^fi him, and he began to complain of a 
Pain on the Joint of his great Toe, where 
it was wont to leize him, and where pof- 
fibly a warm Flannel might have invited it 
firft of all, and have fecured him from the 
Danger he underwent of forfeiting his Life 
to (6 hazardous an Experiment. 

Every Man . therefore fubjcd to this Ma- 
lady^ ought furely to be well pleafed when 
it falls upon thofe Parts which Nature 
feems to have appointed for it : Unlefs, as 
I laid but now, we were Matters of Ibme 
Jpecific Remedy that would deftroy the 
very Eflence thereof, left by Tranflation it 
feize on others, and prove fatal. Pat- 
iing this as a neceflary Cautioqi to gouty 
JPcopIe, 

:P4 Wc 
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We will haftcn to his Cure, which he 
tells us may be effefted without OpiatSy to 
which he trs/ns himfelf not otHy a Str anger y 
but that he very much dijlikes them. 

Having fct down his Purge of Tamarinds^ 
Sena^ Rhubarb^ &c. and flxewed his Diflikc 
of Opium, he immediately fubjoins the 
following Englfl) Receipt. ; 

*' Take Opium an Ounce, Salt Petrc and 
" Tartar vitriolated, each four Ounces, I- 
^^ pecacuhanna an Ounce, Liquorilh an 
^^ ounce; put the Salt Petre and Tartar 
** into ired hot Mortar, ftirring them alx)ut 
** with a Spoon till they have done flam- 
" ing, then powder them fine, and flice in 
^' your Opium : grind thefe to a Powder, 
** and then mix the other Powders with 
^* thele ; the Dole is from 40 to 60 or 
•'76 Grains in White- wine Poffet Drink, 
*^ going to Bed;* 

Is it poifible a Man fhould be ib forget- 
ful, as after he had told us a few Lines be- 
fore, that he difliked Opiats, he fliould fet 
down luch a Jumble as this before us, in 
the leaft Dole of which, how weak Ibever 
the Patient, he muft take four or five Grains 
of Opiumy and in the largeft, fix or feven ; 
enough to overftt almoft any Perfon what- 
Ibcvcr ? He lays indeed, that no Body can 
have the Gout to that degree, but that a 
Rebate may * be given to his Pains : and 
furely if luch a Dofc of Opium will not give 

the 
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the Rebate^ what can ? The Gentleman you 
will find by all his Preferiptions, is for ftrifc- 
ing at the Root, rather than not deftroy the 
Difeafe he will kill the Patient, altho* hp 
warrants any one that will take this plea- 
lant, eaiy Sudorific j how much fbever at- 
Aided therewith over Night, ftiall be fet 
upon his Legs, the next Day, and brings 
an Example of a Nobleman's Servant, who 
by the help of it, was on the Morrow in a 
pair of very ftrait Shoes {that we may hofoe 
Jim more qf the wonderful) able to walk 
from Albemarle to CeciUJlreet, to return his 
good Dodor Thanks ; who asking him how 
he did ? replies, Never better in his Life. 
The Anfwer made by mojl of his fick People^ 
after the Miracle is wrought upon them. 

I believe in all your reading, you never 
met with the Powder of Liquorifti, nor yet 
that of the Indian. Rootj among the Clals 
of Viaphoreticks : nor can you produce a 
Pharmacopeia, that for a Rebater of Pain, 
can match it. However, you have two 
Strings given you to your Bow. If the Su- 
dorific will not do, you are to take Myn-- 
fichfs Elixir Vttrtoli 5 but in its due Lati- 
tude, that is a large Spoonful for a Dole : 
and if Water will quench Fire, he affures 
us, that this will put out in time that of the 
Gout ; if it does not, like the former, ex- 
tinguifh alio the Lamp of Life ; tho' there 
are few Stomachs will fuffer that Quantity, 

however 
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however diluted, without throwing it up 
again, as I was told by an Apothecary very 
lately, where the Medicine had been thus 
ordered by the Doftor^ on the account of 
an Haemorrhage. The Remedy you know 
is a very good one, efpecially in a relaxed 
Tone of the Ventricle, as happens by the 
excels in ipirituous Liquors, and tne palled 
Appetites of thofe who are conftantly tip- 
ling of tlie lame. But then we are to con- 
fider it may be carry'd to iuch Extremes, 
» may induce even a Coagulum upon the 
Blood itielf, and corrugate the Fibres fo 
as to make them rigid> and hinder the Se- 
cretion of the Fluids thence, which Fluids 
he lays are the Seat of all Diieafes. This 
plainly flicws how little regard he has to 
the Striatum & Laxum of an animal Fibre, 
opon which the Philofophy of hot and cold 
Bathing arc ablblutely founded, and by 
the not rightly attending to thefe difierent 
States <!>f the Sohds^ as much Milchief, for 
ought I know, may arife, as Good to our 
People thus ralhly running on the Experi- 
ments. 

This Elixir you will find is a darling Me- 
dicine with the Dodor, and muft be al- 
lowed, when properly doled and fuitably 
appropriated to the Nature of the Difeafc, 
and the Condition of the Fibres, as it may 
do much Good : lb in one that is impro- 
portionate, where the l^e Fibres are al- 
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ready over tenfc, or rigid: in Cholicfcs, 
Cramps or Spalins of any kind, it may do 
more Harm than Good, and ought at no 
time to be given in fo large a Quantity as 
the Gentleman direds it. 

Of the Dropfy. 

In treating of this Diftale he feems as 
much out of the Way as in the foregoing 
whether we refpeft the Nature, or the 
Cure thereof. He has indeed rightly diftin- 
guilhed them as Afciticaly Tympanitical and 
Ana[anous ; but when he tells us they arc 
all to be cured the iame Way, by purging, 
and that the Patient is to go on purging, 
till the Blood has recovered its Tone j -tX^ 
manifeft he knows little of the Nature of 
fome Dropfies. There are thofe indeed 
which give way to Purgatives ; and there 
arc others very much increafcd thereby. If 
the Vtfcera are not firm or tight, or where 
the Liver is fcirrhous, (the Cafe as well of 
the Afcitical^ but more frequently of the 
I6ieritmsy complicate with this Diftemper) 
the more you purge, the more you break 
the Texture of the Blood, already in fufion, 
deftroy its Balfam, increafe the Difeafe you 
thus attempt to cure, and kill thePatient. 

He fays, there are very few th2|| have 
been relieved by the Paracentejisy and I tva 
(^ Opinion he can give few Inftances of the 
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TymplaniteSy and fewer of a tme Afcitei^ 
that have been cured by his conftant purg- 
ing. I have in another Place informed 
you, that whatever is the lecretory Dudus 
which Iheds this ILiqiior, and makes a Fond 
in the lower Venter j the moft certain ex- 
cretory one is the Trocharty<hy which to 
drain away thc'iame; and it is certainly 
the Duty of every honeft Phyfician, who 
finds his Attempt vaih to foder the L^ak, 
to keep his Patient's Head above Water as 
long as he can, and this Way to protract 
Life, rather than leave him to be drowned, 
however, upon dry Land. Many a Ship's 
Crew, this Gentleman muft needs know, 
have been laved by emptying from the 
Pump, and fbmc few (I wifti I could fay 
more) have been entirely ranlbmed by the 
Operation, who had otherwife inevitably 
perifhed. Be this as it will, i|: muft be 
allowed of all, that ^ continued Courfe of 
ibong Purgation, as he direds, without 
Corroboratives, particularly Bitters, and 
others of like kind, to bind up the Com- 
pages of the Blood, in this ftate of its fu- 
fion ; are indifpenfibly ncceffary to be given 
on thfc Days between inch Purgation, and 
without which, the Patient is lb far from 
any likelihood of being emptied, that he 
will fill the fafter. 

Th^Anafarca^ he lays, happens rarely in 
comparilbn of the Dropfy j tho' this is rq 
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other than a Dropfjr of the Legs and 
Thighs; and I think there are not many 
Inftances to be given of the Dropfyj if wc 
except . the true Afcites and Tympanites, 
where thefe precede not that of the 6elly. 

I wiljl now come to his Cure, fuch as 
none furely, unleft a Farrier, would have 
prefcribed ; his Converiation you know has 
been much with Tars, and he thinks the 
moft tender Conftitutions of our Citizens, 
will bear the fame rough handling. But 
is it not ftrange, a Man who muft needs 
by his Converiation among thefe Crea- 
tures, have Icen many Inftances of a true 
Scurvy> ihould know fb little of its £f^ 
ience, as to deny that it is other than 
a mere Namej under which Phylidans take 
Sanduary to conceal their Ignorance of 
ibme Dileafcs ; for when, laith he, ^.51. (be- 
ing minded to play upon the Word) they 
meet with a Dtftemper Jhey know little oj, 
they call it a fcurvy me\ but I will here 
enter his Purge. 

Take an Ounce of Steel with as much crude 
Antimony^ and a quarter of a Found of Diagre^ 
dium^ and make it into an Electuary ^ with what 
Syrup you pleafe.. 

And here, as I told you of his Sudorific j 
I may defy you to match this alio, or give 
one Example of fuch a Purgative, doled 
out by Spoonfuls. Yet, as an Encourage- 
ment, he tells youx>f two Miracles wrought 

by 
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by fuch a Purge, if not the very &me, 
taken Night and Morning. ^* The firft on 
•^ a Gentleman who had an Afthma, oc- 
*' cafioned by a Dropfy in his Brcaft, which 
^ was emptied a Gallon or fix Quarts at a 
*^ time, every Day, till the whole was drawn 
** off : which being thus daily profecuted, 
•^ as the DoStor wifely obfervesy it muft be 
** fiippofed he was foon freed from his 
•^ Waters, and after enjoyed a better Health 
^ than for twenty Years before. The le-* 
^ cond was upon a Man who had Tumours 
** on both his Knees ; the Surgeons, he iays^ 
•^ call them White Swellings : One of thefe 
<' was an honeft Man, and finding he could 
•« do him no good, lent him to the Bath, 
«^ to which Place he had relbrted for twenty 
•^ Years : At laft the Dodor was lent for^ 
«« who by his great Cunning found the Pa- 
^ tient had an /ifciteSy which he purged off 
^' together with the White Swellings ; and 
<^ enquiring after, underftood that he had 
*^ a better Command of his Legs than fof 
" the fame Space of Time with the former, 
^ juft twenty Years paft/' For thefe two 
Recoveries, Mr. Bradly * prefents you with 
two more who died under the Operation 
of his Hydragogue. The (me a Gtntkman of 
Charaiier and Reputatim^ in a good Poft 
under the King : for the quenching of whofe 

*St^PhyJical XR^PhlkfophUalRtmarkSf p. 121 to 126. 
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Ihirfly Anchimes and Bread mth Butter^ 
were ordered by the Doctor. The other^ he 
tells us, was Mr. Anthony Blay, Uncle te 
Mr. Elcgc at the Blue Pofts in Ruffel-ftrect, 
Covent-Garden, from whom, he lays, he 
has the Account J with Authority to ufe their 
Names j but indeed, whoever confiders the 
Nature of the Remedy, and the Manner 
of its Exhibition, will need no Arguments 
nor yet Examples, to convince him, how 
dangerous it muft be, thus taken twice a 
Day, elpecially to weak People and thofe 
who are prone to Fluxes, when the uVgpjc^t- 
S-apa-ig muft inevitably be the Confcquence. 

Such a Remedy as this was lately given by 
a famous Dropjy Do^or in this City, which, 
having ibmething 'peculiar in the Patient's 
Sentiments, as well as there is in the Doftor's 
Tafte for Phyfick, I will give a brief 
Recital. 

An elderly Gentlewoman being fwelled 
in her Belly, the Cafe was fuppofed to be 
dropfical^ and flie was much importuned 
by her Daughter tp lend for a Phyilcian. 
She objefted to this Propolal, That if Jhe 
was or domed for Death, the DoSior^shelp 
would avail nothing : and if for Life, his 
Thyfick was unmcejjarj. Tray, Madam, re^ 
plies the Daughter, let us however try, if not 
for your own, for my Satisfaction. The 
Doctor ('as he is called) was lent ibr, who 
told her^ he ihould oidei; her a Purge, 

that 
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that in two or three times taking would 
infallibly empty all the Water, if it car- 
ry'd it not off at once. The old Lady was 
prevailed on, and the Purge was taken ; but 
before Night ihe ieemed expiring under the 
Operation ; being plied with mulled Wine, 
as well by the Mouth, , as Glyfterwife, fee 
began to revive. Nmh Child j Jays Jhe to 
her Daughter y 'tis, plain had I hot ken or- 
dained for Life J this Man had killed me. By 
the help of Gody I will have nothing more to 
do with him ; nor will I tempt Trovidence 
any farther. If he comes again y tell him, I 
will take no more of his Ph^ck j I know not 
whether it has carry d off the Matter of the 
DifeafCy but think I am more blown up than 
before^ and you know very welly had it conti- 
nued but a few Minutes longer y what between 
my Vimiting and Turgingy it mujl have car- 
ry d off the Matter of my Life. The Doftor 
teitie the next Day to know the Succcis ; 
but finding a very, cold Reception from the 
young Lady , (who imparted this Relation 
to me with her own Mouth) retired in Ibmc 
Confufion. 

You will fcarce believe what Dcfperado's 
in Phyfick our City of Loitdon affords : 
You told me once you had veiitured to 
give five Grains ofElatertumj with as mudi 
more of Gutta Jemou or Gam^a. Alas, 
Sir! our Empirickr will tell you that is 

a Dofe for an Infant. I can ihew you a 

Bill 
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Bill upon an Apothecary's File, wherein 
the following was ordered for a poor Afci-^ 
tical Wench, who died quickly after. There 
is one Scruple of Diagredium, one Scruple 
of Rojin of Jalaps and as much Elaterium^ 
befides two or three Ounces of Deca0. Stfut 
Gereanis^ and an Ounce of Syr. de Spina 
Cerv. in which the Doftor, tho' he figns 
the Patients, very prudently leaves out 
his own Name. I proceed now tp his 
Account 

Of the Diabetes. 

This Difedfe, he lays, is rarely met withal^ tho' 
he happened to befent for to two People^ the fame 
Vayy who laboured therewith. What it is that 
mixing with the Blood can fo fuddenly fufe 
it, and carry off the nutritious Particles 
of the fame, by the Streiners of the Kid- 
neys, he remains filent, and only tells us, 
what every Body knows, and what its 
Name imports, Jthat the Urine is made in 
profufe Quantity y and runs hajiily through 
the Body, that it is. of a Violet Scent y with 
an oily Subftance fwimming on the Surface, 
the Patient is feverijh with great Thirji^ and 
Vejeifion of Spirity and that when thefe 
Symptoms meet they confiitute this Diftemper. 

Yet in this Defer iption, whilft he adds 
ibme which don't belong thereto, he has 
left out the principal Diagnofitcky I might 

C fay 
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lay the Pathognomomcky viz. the Iweet ot 
honcyifh Taftc, v/hich in all I have met 
with, dcfcrving that Name, was never 
wanting. The Colour alfo, which inclines 
rather to a pale Cowflip, I might add fome- 
thing as to Weight, for this being rather 
lymphatic than fimply ferous^ preponderates 
Quantity for Quantity, the limpid or clear 
Water of Hyfterical and Hypochendriacal 
People. I have oblerved a Pint, Wjinc 
Meafure, of the former, to exceed by a full 
Ounce the fame Meafure of the laft ; and 
lately loft a lufty Woman, whofe Strength, 
in fpite of all Endeavours, was run down 
in five or fix Days time. The Urine was 
inodorous, no oily Nubes fiipernatant, 
any more than zyEnaonma fiifpended, or 
Hypofiafiszt the bottom; it was pondcroosi 
and had the true Diabetick tafte, viz. that 
like Water wherein Honey had been dif-^ 
folved. Mr, Alajfey in PFhite^Chappel was 
her Apothecary. 

It is in^ this Chapter he falls foul upon 
Dr. IFdlis, for diftinguiftiing that veiy po- 
pular Difeafc the Scurvy^ into a Salim^ 
fnlphureous and the Sulphur eo-^faline \ mak- 
ing the fame no more than nominal, or a 
mere .Subterfuge of Igporance, as we re- 
marked above. Here are two Miracles 
wrought for the Confirmation of this Cure , 
the one upon a Sea*Surgeon fick thereof, 

and confined to his Cubbin, The ^o£i(n\ 

fays 
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'%s he, prefintly found Hit his T>i/ea/i, dnd 
fent him what he thought proper (tho' he has 
not thought proper to tcU us what it was) 
from Shorty two or three "Days after the Sur- 
geon comes to return the ^oSior Thanks^ and 
to let him know what a Miracle he had 
wrought \ for that he did now pancratice 
vakrCy which is the lame thing, you know, 
as faying, he was as well as ever in bis Life. 
The fccond Miracle was on a Perfon recom* 
mended to him by a Nobleman, who in few 
^ays after (fo lure was he of Succefi) he 
ordered to meet him at his Graces Houfe^ 
where he gave his Grace Thanks (thefe are 
the Doftor's own Words) for being perfectly 
recovered. Having given us thcfe two In- 
fiances, he fays, 

There needs nothing more to be done for 
the Cure of this ^ifeafe^ which has hitherto 
puzzled Phyficians in all Ages^ (tho' in the 
firft, when People lived more temperate, 
and debaqched lels with fpirituous Liquors^ 
it is probalDle the Difeafe appeared not) 
than to drink a quarter of a Tint of Alum 
Toff et-dr ink firfi and lajl, made as flrong as 
your Stomach will bear it : This he has expe-* 
rienced for thirty -five TearSy and does not re- 
member that it ever failed. 

This, Sir, you know is the Country Peo- 
ple's Remedy for the Cure of an Ague. 
What it. may do in the diabetes, I know 
not, haying neyer try'd it, tho' I fiaall the 

C a firft 
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firft Opportunity I meet with, where it 
may be done with Safety. I am fore it is 
fitteft for ftrong Habits, and that there are 
Contra indicantta to its ufe, foch as menflrual 
Suppreflion in Women, the Anhelitus diffi-- 
ciliSt and divers others: Nor to be plain 
with you, my Friend, can I readily liften 
after a Remedy recommended from a Quar- 
ter, where Sincerity in the ftating of Fads 
is lb much wanting, and where fo few of 
thofe Remedies can be tried without hazard 
of the Patient's Life. 

Off a Conftimption. 

His account of this Diftemper is of a 
Piece with the reft, whether going before 
or following, I mean inconfiftent with 
Truth, and contradidory to all rational 
and found Pradice. He knows it leems 
of no Chronical Sicfcnels, that is, inflamma* 
tory, unlefi this ; but he forgets the Nt^ 
phi'itic Illnels, where there is a Stone too 
big to pafs, which is often chronic and alfb 
inflammatory. There is a Salt and a fiery 
hot ScorbutuSy notwithftanding the Gentle- 
man's making merry with the Word, ma- 
nifeft by the Blotches and puftulary Erup- 
tions, the great Heat and Thirft attending, 
with the lixivial Urine ; by which for want 
of timely Aid, I have feen fome Patients 
dry'd up as it were to Skin and Bones. 

The 
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The humour al Rheumatifm or Arthritis VagOy 
as he calls it, alfo the Jaundice are both 
chronical and infiammatoryy if we may 
judge by the attending Heat, the Thirft 
and high-coloured Urine ; but this by the 
Way only of Chewing the Gentleman's 
want of Knowledge, or his Forgetfulnels 
I would believe rathei*. 

In the Cure, he very prudently advilcs 
every Thing ftiould be avoided, that may 
heighten the Inflammation, or drive the 
Blood too faft through the Lungs : for 
which End inftead of Syrups and Oils, 
which he tells us do. a great deal of Milt 
chief, the Patient is to take Annife feeds with 
Salt of Steely made into Fills with Lucatellus 
Balfam ; for the fame purpofe, i. e. abating 
this inflammatory State of the Blood, and 
quieting or taking of its Impetus thro' the 
refpiratory Organs, he may make uft of the 
Cold Bath ; or he may take Quick- filver, 
which is the moft beneficial Thing in the 
World. 

But really I can't lee to what End either 
internal or external Regimen fhould be 
laid down, when he places the whole 
Strefs upon Bleeding frequently repeated, 
and performs all his Miracles of this kind 
this Way. Thus he inflanceth in a Ne* 
phew of Sir George Cafwell\ whofe Lungs 
(if you can believe him) were apparently 
apojiemated^ as appeared from the corrupt and 

C 3 fetid 
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jetii Matter^ with colliquathe Swtatt and 
J^oofenefs ; bringing up large §luantities of 
Blood, almofi equal to a Vomica*^ this is the 
iirft Vomifa I have heard of, throwing up 
Blood. He was blooded every other Day, 
and after lent to the Cold Bath, to try, 
fince bleeding would not, if that would 
kill him \ but the young Gentleman, re- 
Icrved for better Things, ^elex Luto Jingu- 
lari formatuSy ftood the Shock of both. 
Another Wonder is wrought upon his 
Neighbour's Servant, who in a Pleurify 
loft a6o Ounces of Blood, before his Pain 
kit him. Yet it was thought by others 
a great Matter (he faysj that my Lord 
Stmderland loft only the odd fixty, and 
dy'd, (as he would have us believe) for want 
of lofing the :joo. There is yet another 
Miracle wrought upon a Surgeon in fFor- 
cejierjhire^ whom the Doftor advifed {fofar 
gone in a Confuntption that he could not ft and 
alone) to draw off fix Ounces of Blood every 
Day for a Fortnight, if he lived fo long ; 
pthcrwifc he need lole but five ; then every 
other Day, then every third and fifth Day 
for the fame time, and under the like Pro- 
vilb of his living out the time ; this, he fays, 
was in the Month of November. And in 
the March following, like a grateful Man, 
he rode forty- feven long Miles, to return 
the Dodor Thanks for trying this Experi- 
ment upon him j (for he owns bimlelf it 
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was the firft time of his making the iamc) 
after this he recovers another by the lame 
Method, bleeding him fifty times in all. 
Three of thelc Experiments I have known 
made within thefe three Months, and every 
one died, in likelihood, fboner alio than 
ptherwife they had done. 

I have no Objection to make againft this 
leifurely Way of ventilating the Lungs, at 
the firft Appearance of a Hcdicfc, in order 
to prevent the Tubercles beginning to in- 
flame, from Apoftemation; but after fuch 
Abfcefs, or an Ulcer formed in the Lobes, 
efpecially attended with the melting Sweats 
and Looieneis that bring up the Rear, and 
finifh the Tragedy at the dole i or when 
the Dileale is confirmed, it muft be ha- 
zardous, were it for no other Realbn than 
that of haftening a Dropfy, the laji Symp- 
tarn (he fays himfclf) that comes on^ a fetv 
T>ay$ before the Tatient's "Death. But what- 
ever he may be in as to his Condition, the 
Phyfician is certainly in Extremis, in fo fre- 
quent repetition, and ib lonjg a continu- 
ance in the repetition of the Operation, 
unlefs the Pulfe holds out, or the Patient 
inftead of finding himfelf funk, is rather 
relieved thereby. 

Before I quit this Chapter, I cannot paft 
the Account he gives us thereof; in which 
there fecms fomething of the Profound; 
but whether Senfe or Nonfcnfc, do you 

C .4 judgQ^ 
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judge. ^^ It begins^ faith he, with a violent 
<^ Cough, and is always attended with an 
*' inflamed Mafs of Blood, except in con- 
^^ yulfive Cafes ; and as the Lungs are all 
" Bronchia (way cbferve) or little Air 
*' Bladders of the ^fpera Arteriay when 
" we infpirc the inflamed Part, or what 
" we lee on the top of the Blood, which 
^^ the Phyficiansterm Pleuritical, is ftrained 
*' from the Mais, which being left in thofe 
*^ Air Bladders, occafions a great Shortnefs 
*^ of Breath, till by violent Coughing or 
*' frequent Succuffions of the Lungs, it is 
*^ brought off. If this Matter continues, 
^' it inflames the Lungs, till at laft they are 
^^ impoftumated; and then the Patient's 
^' Cafe becomes defperate." 

Now liirely as to this, whatever a Man 
inipires, he m(ift take out of the Atmo^ 
fpherBy or the Air lurrounding him ; and if 
there are no inflamed Particles therein, he 
can infpire none fuch ; to talk of a Man's 
inlpiring what lies either on the top or 
bottom of his Blood is dired Nonfenle, nor 
is it polEble he fliould cough up an In- 
flammation on the Parts, rather by the 
Succuflion, as he terms it, of the lame, the 
Inflammation will be increafed, and an 
Abfce& haftened in Ibme Tubercle, firfi: in- 
flaming, and then, as before laid, turning 
to Matter, but without the need of any 
Strainer to filter it from the reft of the 

Mais. 
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Mafi. 'Tis the continual Motion the 
Lungs are under that renders all Solutions 
of their continuity fb difficult of Union ; 
and when an additional one, as by Cough- 
ing, is added to their Tonic, or that of 
their Contraftion and Dilatation, the Pa- 
tient, as I faid but now, will be fo far 
from getting rid of his Inflammation by 
means of his Cough, that both Ablcels and 
Ulceration will be hazarded. When the fir ft 
of thefe is burft, he may then cough up 
the Matter, but inftead,of getting help will 
find the Ulcer ftill daily increafe, till he is 
deftroyed thereby. 

Of an Afihma. 

In his Defcription of an Afthma^ I find 
him very brief, nor does he mention one 
Word of §luickfiher as a Remedy for the 
fame j tho' it is chiefly upon that Account 
it is now cried up as famous among the 
People. 'Tis poffible this Difcovcry has 
been but lately made, or fincc he received 
his Letter from Eiquire Balam^ to whom 
he had advifed it ; othcrwife he had furely 
made a great Flourifli therewith upon the 
fame Topick ; infl:ead cf which not ib much 
as one Miracle is. inferted. That Letter* 
doubtlefs was to fupply the Place. What 
his dry'd Toad may do at thefe times I 
know not, nor I believe bimfelf ^ But I 

cannot 
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cannot think his Salt of Steel, however 
mixt with Caftor, on account of its Stipti- 
city, can be fuitable to any Afthma, whe- 
ther NervouSy or, as he terms it, CmvuU 
Jivey any more than to that he calls San^ 
guinarh but means, I fttppofc, the Hu- 
fnoural : for a true fanguinary Afihrndy I 
know of none unlefe the Peripneumony ; 
and where his Gout Purge which he recom- 
mends, will, I fear, do but little Service; 
but if Quick-filver be the Specifick in thefe 
Gales, what need of Toadsj of Steel with 
CaJioTj or of Gout Targe either ? 

Of the Jaundice. 

* 

This Difealc, faith our Phyfician, pro- 
ceeds from an Obllrudion of the Duff us 
CholedochuSj which leads from the Gall {the 
contained Tart is here put for the containing^ 
or the Bile itfelf, in place of the Torus or Vefica 
RIlis) to the inteftine Duodenum ; whence 
the [aid Bile not pajfmg there^ leaves the Or- 
dure white ; when the Ordure is not wbite^ 
it may be feared the Cafe is complicate: this 
he calls a Symptomatical Jaundice, which is 
never to he cured by lEtericks^ or fuch Re^ 
medies as are commonly ufed in the Jaun- 
dice. 

By this it appears how imperfcft an 
Idea he has of this Diftemper ; for if any 
Jaundicp may be termed Symptomatical^ 

that 
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that from a Stop by Ibme falinc Concretions 
in the Chok T>uEi^ has the faircft Pretence, 
which being removed by Diureticks and 
Saponaceous Deobflruents, the Bile has again 
its Paflage to the Gut a$ formerly, and the 
Symptom ceaies ; whilft an eflential or ori- 
ginal Jaundice is more deeply rooted, as. in 
the Subftance of the liver itfelf For 
when this Vtfcus is grown Icirrhous (the 
confequence of drinking Drams and other fpi^ 
rituous Liquors) its Glandules are unable 
any longer to fccern the bilious Juice, or 
tranfmit the fame by the "Torus bilarms 
to its proper Storchoulc the Vefica, any 
more than by the fame to convey it to the 
laid Ductus Choledochus and Communis^ 
whence regurgitating into the Mafs of 
Blood, it muft unavoidably tinge aU Parts 
of the Body ; the Serum ovcrlated with 
its Salts > no longer able to paii; the Renal 
Filtration, returns alfo, and by its Acri- 
mony as well as Plenitude, burfls open the 
containing Veffcls, and raifcs a Dropfy Ibme- 
times ('as the Dodor takes notice/ ii^* 
morrhagts enfue by the Nofe and Mouthy by 
Stool and Urine, from the broken Texture 
of the Blood, which put an end to thq 
Patient's Life; but a true Vcmicay which 
is a CoUcdion of Pus in the Lobes of the 
Lungs, contained in a Cytiis, formed out of 
its veHcular Subftance, accompanying this 
Difeafe^ I have not met with, nor I be^ 

lieve 
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lievc the Dodor neither, however he has 
mentioned it among the Symptoms. This 
commonly enfues upon fome largtf Tubercle 
apofteipating^ or has been the relult of an In- 
flammation on the iaid Part, as in the Cafe 
of the Teripneummy. 

We come now to the Cure, in which, as 
in all others, running counter to the com- 
mon Pradtice, he lets at naught the ufual 
Anti^lHeric Remedies, fuch as Rhubarbj 
Turmericky Barberry Bark, with fome o- 
thers, which he mentions only to Jhew us 
utm what a weak Emndatim Men venture 
their Lives ; and when he has feen Gentlemen 
far gmt at the Batb-wi/^ this T^ifeafe^ he 
tells usy he has been much concerned to think 
how fmall a Trogrefs has been made in the 
Art of Healing. 

Now to make up this Deficiency, and 
fupply a better Method of Cure; having 
firft reminded you of the weak and infirm 
Crafis of the Blood, and the as great Weak- 
B^ls of its containing Vcffels, their Proncr . 
nefs, as he rightly oblcrves, to let out the 
lame by the Noftrils from the VeiTels of 
the Head ; by the Mouth from thole of 
the Lungs 5 by Stool from the Inteftines; 
and by U rine from the Kidneys : You are 
to give the Patient eight Grains of Turbith 
Mineral in GtucI or Poflet drink ; and if he 
holds out under the firft Dole, repeat the 
fame*f6ur or five Days after. 

Would 
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Would not any Man think the Dodot 
muft be mad, under luch a Condition as 
•well of the Solids as Fluids, jk> prefcribe 
a Remedy io likely to tear t)oth in pieces^ 
and to bring on thoie very Haemorrhages he 
defcribes lb fatal to the fick. He leems 
indeed aware of Mifchief by the Shock, 
and therefore to clofe the Breach, if it 
ihould fall out, he direds his Acid of Vi- 
triol between whiles. Who can appear 
unmoved at luch notorious Pradice? as 
fatal in the End as a Stab into the Heart 
or Lungs. 

N. B. There is no Miracle fet down here^ 
ai it muft ^ave beetiy had any Cure been 
wrwght in an hepatic tSterus by this Method. 

Of the Stone. 

The Stone, it leems, is an exquifite Paifk 
on the Ureters or Neck of the Bladder ; as ii 
they meant one and the feme Thing ; or if 
not, I defire to know which of the com- 
mon People (for whofe Ufe this Book was 
written) knows where his Ureters are feat- 
ed ; or will be able to diftinguifh the Com- 
plaint from a Cholick Pain ? Or how is the 
young Phyfician {if any fuch were mad 
enough to take our Author for his Guide) to 
difference this exquifite Pain on the Neck 
of the Bladder, from an Ulcer on the fame 
Part^ than which nothing is more com- 

7 mon. 



mpn. There is ftill fomewhat more re- 
markable on this Head, viz. that we have 
' not one Word of the Stone in the Kidneys, 
or any of its Diagmfikksy but only of the 
tfreters and Bladder^ which pevertheleft he 
terms Nephritis s an Indication fome will lay 
of his Ignorance of the Etymm of that Word, 
his very definitive Tetm ; elfe furely he would 
not fpbftitute a Difealc peculiarly appropri- 
ate to the Kidney, for one of the Bladder. 
Concerning whichi neither has he given us 
one univocal Sign, by which rightly todil^ 
criminate from the Ulcer aforelaid, of the 
fame Part : None of the dribbling^ inter^ 
tupted Stream^ or full Stop, efpecidly piffing 
in the er0 Tojlure; the Slime and Mucus 
if ten proceeding; the pinching of the Penis in 
jfoung Children, upon their Needings to the 
urinary Excretion, particularly towards the 
Extremity ; the inverted Tojiure of their Legs, 
^i:hich- they frequently crofs under their Ago^ 
nies ; their firaining backwards alfb at the 
time of their Needings forward ; with many 
other Incidents in their Geftures and Beha- 
viour at fuch times, to guide an Artift in 
delivering his Opinion, where the Search 
by the Catheter will not be admitted, or 
the Stone fo fituate as to efcape it. A- 
mong thefe give me leave to add one com- 
municated to me many Years paft, by thole 
two famous Lithotomifls Cyprianus and 
Croenvdt, that they had never obfetved an 

adult 
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ddult Terfm who had a Stmt of any cmfi^ 
derabk Bulky more efpecially a rough one^ that 
would ever fit plumb down^ as other Teo^y 
upon any wooden Bench or Chair ; but leU 
jurely and with Caution, looking as it were 
behmd them ; for that in fuch Site of the Body^ 
the Stone gave Uneafmefs by itsTreJfure to-- 
wards the Fermaum. 

As to the Caule of this Difeafe, the cold 
Stomachy with hat Reins, Crudities or Indi^ 
geftion ; thcfc are all Words of Courie ; 
both Procatartie as well as Proximatey be* 
ing very much a iecret and hidden from 
us ; the cold Kidney with the hot Sto- 
mach and good Digeflion, {if the Stomach 
has any Share therein) have aflforded Inftan- 
ces of this Dtftemper, the Bladder having 
little Bloody is confequently, Ceteris partibus 
comparatiSy cold : Yet here, tho' the Nu^ 
cleus drops down from the Pelvis of the 
Kidney, the Stratum fuperjiratum is accu-- 
mulated from the Matter, whatever it be. 
Phlegmatic or Skmjfj Saline^ Terrefirious or 
.Tartarous petrifying therein. 

There is no one will deny but that a weak 
Concodion of the Stomach, an unadivc 
Life^ courie and vilcid Aliment, whethes* 
Meats or Drinks, may predifpoie : Yet we 
find that People of quite differing ConftJ- 
tutions, and in differing Ways of Life, are 
prone thereto; and that Children, whole 
Diet is commonly the moft iimple, are tbe 

7 moft 
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moft common Sabjeds of the Difeaie, at 
Icaft in whom the Primordia thereof arc 
laid, and in whole Bladders the fabulous 
Particles begin to grow lapidefcent. 

Some will have the Matter of the Gout 
to bear affinity with that of the Stone, whe- 
ther in the Bladder or Kidney ; but cer- 
tainly without Realbh or Foundation j the 
firft being Cretaceous and friable^ the laft 
hard almoft as the Foffil, whence it is deno- 
minated. ^Tis true, that gputy People are 
ibmetimes afflided with this Difeafe, from 
their unadive Life, and often tedious Con- 
finement to their Beds under their gouty 
Paroxyfms^ whence the calculous Matter 
being detained and accumulated, may lay 
a Foundation for another more cruel Dif- 
eafe than the former. But neither is this 
a conftant or Handing Rule, becauie many 
gouty People, altho' long time confined 
thereby, are free from the Stone. 

It is his Opinion, that the Stone coming 
down from the Kidney^ immediately ad- 
teres to the inward Membrane of the Blad^ 
icTj where J like a Snow-bally it gathers the 
finer part of the Sand^ till at lajt feparating 
^rom its Cyjiis^ it falls down upon the Neck 
of the Bladder. And now (laith he) there 
is nothing to be done without Lithotomy. 

As to which, altho' there have been Ibme 
few Jnftances of this Adhefion, I am incli- 
nable to bclicyc nineteen out of twenty 
. . Stones 
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Stofies takeo out of the Bladder, never did 
adhere, biit always lay looie from the time 
of their falling through the Ureter therc^ 
into, if they had not their Vrima Stamina 
therein, as their regular Coats and Incru* 
Nations fcem evidently to demonftrate. 

But I fear I have detained you too long in 
thele Reniarks, whieh were to ftiew the conf- 
fu&d Idea our Phyfician hds of moft, if not z\\ 
the Difeafes, of which he here offers an Ac- 
count. We will now haftcn to his propofed 
Cure, in which you will find him alike incon- 
fiftewt ev<rn with his own Indication for the 
feme ; but before I touch thereon, I fhould 
have been glad be would have acquainted 
us with hh Menftruutny which, he fays, will 
dJfly vc the Stone held in one's hand 3 but 
that the firce (^ a Medicine is lojl before it 
can reach the Bladder y that round about Way 
by the Shod. Yet if his Menjiruum be 
harmlefe, he could, not be ignorant furely 
of a direft Way to the Bladder, by the 
Ctflhet^y throu^ whofe Cannula from a 
Syphtnty the lime might be injeded there- 
into 5 but I fear his Menjirtmm is like many 
of his other Medicines, too dangerous for 
the Experiment. 

^ As to the Cure of this Dileafe ; he 
" r^htly ifbferves there is little good to 
*' be done unlelsby fuch R,emedies as lu-, 
^* bricate, that is, foften, dilate and fmooth 
^^ the Faflages ; it is a common Method 
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'she jays alfo) '' to give ftrong Diuretickf j 
" but thcfe, by their Irritations, will rather 
^' contraft the nervous Coats of the Ure- 
*' ters, and do hurt/' 

Now in order to lubricate thelc Part?, 
you muft give your Patient a large Spoon- 
.ful, half an Ounce at leajl^ of the Ba^. Ca^ 
pivij in a Glals of Wine, {mix it how you 
can) than which as there are not many more 
; powerfully diuretic^ lb few that have great- 
er Heat and Stimulus 5 whence inftead of 
lubricating, they muft abfblutely more in- 
flame and corrugate thofe nervous Coats. 
Caveat (lyEgrotus hic^ & ut a. tali Medico^ 
in Cafu tally Itberetur^ precat4 

His Pigeons Gizzards and Peach-flowers, 
gathered to Perfedion, are furely by much 
the fafeft ; and as they feem not calculated 
to do much good, fo neither will any harm 
accrue thereby ; which is more than I can 
fay of the generality of his Remedies. 

*' Thefc Peach-flowers, he fays, he has 
** known to do extraordinary Things in the 
*' Gravel, and equally beneficial to gouty 
*' Perfons ; but that an Ounce of Quicfc- 
" filver taken every Morning for a Month,* 
" will perform fl:ill greater Wonders •/' 
and fo it might for ought I know, if it 
reached the Ureters*^ but I have not yet 
heard of any of our mercurial People that 
have met with it in the Chamber-pot. 

Of 
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Of the Palfy. 

He is now entering (as he tells us) updA 
ftervous Dileafes, and begins with the Palfy^ 
of which there are fcyeral Species, very 
cafy {according io this knowinz Man) not 
only differenced, but explained. The firil 
he takes notice of i& 

The Hemiplegia^ 

This he enters on with a Flourifh corir 
cerning the Munificence of Nature, or hei! 
*' Bounty in having made a double Provi- 
*' fion for us of two Eyes, two Ears, two 
*^ Kidneys, ^c, that in Cafe the one ftiould 
^^ be injured by fome Accident, there might 
" be another left $ ind amongft the Dua- 
*^ iity he forgets not that we have two 
*^ TeJleSy about which the old Gentleman 
^^ makes a fmutty Refledion, concerning 
" the Mahometan Women. 

The Difeafe when recent, is ibon Cured 
(according to him, t]io' not fb deemed by 
others, who know more of it) by fuch 
Remedies as open the ObflruBims of the Nerves^ 
that the animal Spirits may reco*uer a free 
Paffage^ and the Senfe be rejlored to the 
Parts. How and by w,hat means thefc 
Nerves come to be obftrufted, what thefe 
animal Spirits are, or bow Swfation is per- 
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ibrmedy he prudently conceals. His Matter 
Sydenham J who; I dare iky, knew as much 
of thefe Difeafes as he, being once ;isked9 
%^hy he had inot treated of them in the 
fame marines ks of other Chronic Difeafes ? 
anlVfrered, becaufe he did not underftand 
them/ As to the Cure, hE bhjiers the Arm j 
the L^gy and Thigh of the Side offered. A 
wonderful Conceffion this ! from a Perlbn 
who takes no notice of them in many Caies 
where they are as much, indicated ; and in 
Ibme where he cries out againft them, tho' 
contrary to our daily Experience of the 
great Benefit Tcfulting to the Sick from 
them. His Remedies are Mercnr. thl and 
Cinnabar tfAntimtmy^ and one very good one 
taken in great part from Dr. Sydenham *, 
from whom had he copied all the reft, and 
left out his own, he had bequeathed a much 
better Legacy to his Countrymen. 

Here is one Miracle wrought upon an 
old Gentlewoman in LmdMy the only one, 
I luppofe, he had to produce in this City : 
he could give us more, it feems, but they 
are at feme Biftance firom Lmdmj altho' 
many of his Wonders hare befen wrou^t 
in much mote remote Places. 

Every candid and fair Praditioner, who 
keeps a juft Re^fter of his Pradice, will 
lend us to the Dead as well as to the Living ; 

that 
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that IS, they will tcU us honcftly where 
their Method failed thefn, as well as where 
they had Succeis. Nor is it any Difpa* 
ragjcmeat to the beft Fhyfician, if two or 
three put of four or fix, flbpuld, under thf fc 
difficult Gs^ies, fink under his Diredion. 
But o^x Miracle Mongers will not let us 
know one Word of thefe Mifcarriages ,• 
their Defign being to infinuate into the 
People's Heads, that no Peribn can die 
where they have the fole Management. 
Does the Gentleman think that any Phy- 
fiiciafi of his fi;anding, tho' of much larger 
Experience, i^ not able to givp him j^ve, 
I might lay ten times the Number of fick 
Peribns recovpred uoder this Difteniper? 
Whea perhaps two or thre? times that 
Number^ through the Violence thereof^ 
without any Refledion upon his Judgment, 
have been tsiken off thereby. 

St. Vitus' s. Dmce 

Admits the lame Cure with the PaJjfy ; 
and according to this learned Man's Obser- 
vation, never wears off without prof er Means. 
A great Diicovery this ! tho' I have known 
more Children recovered by the Cold Batb 
than by all other Means whatever ; and 
it fliouU ieem the Dodpr h^d found no 
proper Meads for the Cure, or had never 
met with the Diieale unlels in Books ; for 
we have not one Miracle recorded. 

Dj Of 
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Of the Apoplexy. 

A Difcafe, he allows very remarkable 
as well as fatal ; yet in a Courle of forty- 
feven Years Praftice, he has, in fb very com- 
mon a Difeafe, met with no more than two. 

He begins his Account with informing 
us, that whatever affeBs the Head muft be 
either Inflammatory^ Convulfive or Accident 
laly as from ContuJionSy Bruifes, and the like ; 
as if Contufions were fomewhat more or 
\t{k than Bruiies ; and he might with equal 
Truth have faid, whatever befalls the Tail, 
muft arifc from the fame Cauies. For be- 
lides others, there is nothing more com- 
mon than to have ferous or watery Hu- 
mours, a$ well on the outfide, as on the 
infide of the Cranium^ laying often a Foun- 
dation for foporolc Diftempers. Phlegma- 
tic Humours falling in upon the Origin of 
the Nerves, as in the Pally, and the Dil^ 
cafe before us, may at fome times deftroy 
the Patient without either Inftammatim^ 
Convulfion or Contufion. 

There are two Caufes he tells us far- 
ther of this Diftemper, Blood extravafate in 
the cortical Part of the Brainy ot Cenvul/iom 
obJiruSfing the animal Spirits. In the firft 
he may be right, but not always ; in the 
laft he places the Effed for the Caufe ; for 
tb^rc muft be fuppof^d feme Caufe of thele 

' -^ " ' Convulfioaa 
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Gonvulfions, whether Repletion or Inanition^ 
or a Vis irritativay offending feme Parts of 
the Genus Nervofum. As to the particular 
Part of the Cerebrum or Cerebellum^ af- 
fefted in thefe Difeafes, or the real Caufe, 
producing them 5 I am well fatisfied we are 
much in the dark. In the Heads I have 
diileded, which to the beft of my remem- 
brance have been five or fix, in one (a very 
fanguine Perlbn) thfre wasExtravafation of 
Blood 5 in one other a large Quantity of 
Serum only, in the Ventricles ; in the reft, 
the' the Vcffcls of the Pia Mater y feemed . 
as it were diftendcd; yet I found not 
Qthcrwile the leaft of any Extravafation, 
or any Thing elle dilcernible, that could 
thus inftantly ecliple the vital Fundion, 
and put an end to life, tho' I carefully 
tiirned over the whole Encephalus for that 
l^nd and Purpofe. 

The Cure of this Difeafe, he attempts 
by what he calls high Bleedings then gives 
Merc. D. with Cinnabar of Anttmony^ made, 
into a Bolus with Conlerve of Hipps : A 
Ijkely Medicine to be fwallowed by a Per- 
fon under a Fit of an Apoplexy ! Whilft 
he jnentions not one Word of Bhjlermgy 
Cuppings Jharp. Chjlering or Vomitings which 
in phlegmatic Habits, does more than allj^ 
to roufe the torpid Senfts, and make Re- 
vulfion from the Head. We are ta fup- 
pole, the tWQ ^fople0icks t|iQ Dodor ' was 
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called to, died of this Difede, or clic 
doubtlcft we Ihould have had an Account; 
of the Miracle wrought upon one or 
both. 

The Falling Sicknefs. 

If the ApopUxy is diflScultly undcrftood, 
no lefs certainly is this Difeaie* The Diag- 
nojlick Sign, or whaC% diftinguiflieth this 
from the former and all other Gonvulfions, 
our Phyfician will have to be this, that the 
Patient d'w ays falls hachuuards: Whether or 
no this is to imply that the Apopledic falls 
forwards, I know not; but have given an 
Inftance * elfcwhere of a young Gentle- 
woman long afflided with Epileptic Parox- 
yjinsy falling forwards upon the Grates of 
a Stove, and miferably burnt thereby : and 
upon Enquiry !I never could underftand 
but that whatever Pofture the Patient hap- 
pened to be in at the time of Seizure, the Body 
ftU that Way where the Overpoile thereof 
moft favoured or direded. 

Tho' we have no Wonder wrought her^ 
any more than in the former, yet bating 
fome of his Defcriptions of thefe nervous 
Dif^afes, he has formed a better Rationale 
for the Cure, however exceedingly defec- 
tive in ibme prime Indications, than ' in 
I moft of the reft. 

* De Motiis Cvtaneis Chapter oT Boms. 

Jiypochon- 
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Hypochondriacal and HjftericaJ Difeajes. 

The Hiftory of thcfc Difeaies is borrowed 
from Sydenham ; I wi(h (as I had (aid but 
now) tie had purfued him in his Metbodus 
Medmdi ; inftead of this, he is cavilling only 
at Phyficians, who, he lays (but lays it at 
random) that they begin the Cure vrkhBleed^ 
ingt Purging, Fbmiting and Bltftering ; after 
that in the ^me loofe Strain, he acquaints 
his Reader, they have recourle to jFot- 
tanehy Steely Bitters^ Opiates and the like, 
all dircdly contrary to the Pradice, he 
means the Delcnption (for there is not one 
Syllable of any rradiice entered) he has let 
down. Steel in liibftance, he tells us, is 
very pernicious to human Bodies, witnefi 
the daily Benefit CacheEtic People -and 
Chlorotic Virgins receive by it ; but if Steel 
in Subftance is lb very pernicious, is It 
not very ftrange our Phyfician himfelf 
fiiould prelcribe it ? as you will find he has 
done in his Chapter of the Drop^. Bitters 
rarely have their defired Effeas. Opiates 
only palliate, and at the fame time give deeper 
Root to the Difeafe. the laft Remedies are 
Bath Waters, and thefe, he owns, are reaily 
good to repair decayed Spirits. 

When he has thus rallied the Phyficians, 
he fums up the whole with this wonderful 
I>iicovcry^ that the only help which can be 

admimfired, 
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ddminiftredy mufi be by ^eoppilatives, Strength* 
eners of the Stomachy and fuch as help Di-^ 
gefiim without any Evacuation. As if Steel 
Medicines and Bitters were out of this 
CUls, or prcfcribcd by Way of Evacuation. 
IVhen Nature is redundant, you are to give half 
a large Spoonful of Mynficht'^ Elixir Fitrioli 
in half a Pint of fair Water ^ or of Eaton'^ 
StyptiCy when deficient^ Salt of Steel with 
Extract of Rue. Thus without any Notice 
tzkcn of the Gtims. either in Subftance or 
Solution, Caflorj Vohttle Salts or Spirits 5 
which do more in fuppreffing the hyfterical 
Suffocation, and reducing the inordinate 
Motion, the Ataxy (as he calls it) of the 
animal Spirits, than all the reft ; he con* 
eludes with a very idle Remark, that the 
Indians in the Molucca Iflands^ and the La- 
dies at Smyrna, take ^ickfilver^ an Ounce 
every Day^ to prevent Barrennefs. 

Tho' here was as fair an Opportunity to 
have fct down his Neuroticksj his Deoppila- 
fives J Strengtheners of the Stomach, and Helpers 
of ^igefiion ; yet finding doubtlefe he coul4 
not give us any better than were in comr 
xnon uie, he prudently conceals them, a^ 
.well as the Notice of any wonderful Car^ 
he had effeftcd by them. 
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Of the Greenjfcknefs. 

From his Account of this Difeafe, we 
ate to luppofe the lame, in great Meafure 
at leaft, derived from Jlr ait Lacings and the 
eating of ripe Fruit. By the firji the Juices 
of the Stomfich are depraved^ by the lafi Ver^ 
micular Ovaria (as he terms them) beivg 
lodged therms are vivified j which he con- 
cludes muji be the Cafey for that the mcji 
offenflveand moji dangerous Species of all Ver-- 
mine^ are not vtfible to the flaked Eye ; and 
hence with a Caution to his Countrywomen, 
that they would follow the Example of thofe 
barbarous and favage People where he has 
J^een (and by his Carriage to others one 
might think had been brought up) in not 
fufferir^ their little Ones to.be laced ^ he gives 
leave for their eating as many four jippksj 
Pears and Plumbs\ as they pleafe^ in order to. 
dtfhoy the vermine Parents of this Dijiempery 
who hone thus after the Leather ' of old 
Trunks, ff^oollen and Linnm Rags, Cork, 
NutfhellSy and almofi every Thing that a 
healthy Stomach (where none of thele Ova- 
ria have made- their Nidi in order to vi-p* 
vify) would really naufeate. 

Having laid down this Theory of the 
Greenficknefsj 'tis no wonder he ftiould de- 
daim upon the Virtues of Quickfilver 

therein, 
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therein, and bring two eminent * Vouchers 
for the great Virtues (tho' not, in this DiC- 
cafe) of one of its Preparation, the o<£- 
thic^ Mineral. After this he acquaints us 
vrith what no Man in bis Sen&s will believe 
cne tittle of| tk^t many thoufmd Sui^tBt art 
lofi yearly to thf Crown j by t^ taking of GaO- 
com* s 'Powder^ whereas §luicl^her, be does 
gver it for Gofpel truth, never hurt one Patient ; 
and giving us ;inother Flouriih upon the 
Virtues of Acids in Fevers y as great Cooler Sy 
keeping the Fluids pure and free from Corrupt 
tion, powerful againji cutaneous defilements ; 
he concludes this Chapter of the Green- 
fickneis in the following manner. 

/ know no Method more proper than what 
is here laid down ^ that is, unripe Fruit and 
Quickfilver, where Nature is wanting. 

If any Man can prtxluce fuch a Hiftory 
Cither of Cachexy or Chlorofis^ fincc the In-^ 
fancy of Fbyfick, as is here let down, I 
fliould be furprized : What a dangerous 
Guide is here for young PraAitioners, bi- 
gotted to this new fangled Method of 
Fra£fcice ? What Injury to private Families 
muft accrue by fuch Advice in regard to 
their Daughters over run with this Difiem- 
per ? Where inftead of Vomiting firft of 
all with the ^ecacuhamta, to unload the 

Stomachy 
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Stomach, and fcour its pluffhy Coat of the 
phlegmatic Sahmra therein iftipadcd, aod 
after by Ibmc jiloetick Remedy, llich as the 
TinBura Sacra, to wami the faid Part, and 
at the lame time to more gently the Tt- 
maining Filth by the common Road of the 
Intcftines : inftead of opening the . ob- 
ftruftcd Tubes, by inciding and attenua- 
ting Medicines, fiich as the Bitters ; anci, 
iafUy, inftead of ftrengthening the Tone 
of the Blood, as well as that of the Fibres 
in general now torpid, dull and languid, 
Icarce able to propel the Ffuids through 
their leveral Canals, by Chalybeats added tt> 
thofe Bitters *y they are to aSminiftcr At Hi, ^ 
which by their Ooldnels and Styptidty, * 
muft fix the Malady and refider the Dif- ' 
cafe incurable. Whether this be moving 
according to his boafted Maxim of Contra^ 
ria Cmtrariis^ whilft he is direding a cdl3 
Remedy to a cold Malady, let himfelf . 
detertnine: And whether or no what wc 
have here laid of Acids j rrtay not alio bfc 
applied to his GMckfilver : Which however 
capable of dividing vifcid Humours, y^ 
neither ftrengthens the mufcular Coat of 
the Stomach, nor gives additional Heat 
thereto; very prime Indications under the 
prelent Confidetation. 

The laft Summer I was called by Mr* 
Pretty y an Apothecary in Shoreditch^ to vifit 
a Neighbour's Daughter, about eleven 6t 

twelve 
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Belly, raife flatulent Ferments therefiii 
with fpaimodic Affcaions oq the Mem« 
branes. They heap up crude and indi- 
geftible Humours in the Vifcera, as ^¥ell as 
Vcficls thereof; they ftraiten and cfamp the 
Cheft. I was once called in to a Per fon, 
who from reading the Do£tor*s Treitife, 
had haftily gulped down a large Spoonful 
of the Vitriol Elixir, and tho' lufficiently 
diluted, was thrown thereby into fiich an 
Algor, attended with uniyerfal Rigour and 
Spafm at the Mouth of the Stomach, as had 
endangered Stagnation, if Nature had not 
ftept between and inftandy returned the 
greater Part bcfi>re by the Lafteals it had 
got in the Blood i and I think I may iay 
the only fatal CWe?rt?/& I have met with, 
was brought on by drinking large Qua.n- 
titics of Vinegar, which had impoveriflied 
the Blood and hardened the Bowds, ih as 
to ipoil all the Secretions, till at laft a 
Dropfy of the Belly, Thighs and Legp 
came on, and carry'd off the Patient. 
What I obferved in this Cafe as remarks- 
able, was, upon the Application of Blrfters 
to the infide of the Legs, the Water which 
drained off thereby in large Quantity, had 
more of an Acrid or Sour than of a Salt 

Sapour. 

^^ All animal Corruption, he tells us, 

** turns to Vermin ; and the fame in vege- 

^ tabic Putrcfa^ion. Now ripe Fruits 
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*^ (pray mind. the Doftbr's Philofbphy) be- 
*' ing the laft ftrmentation of Perfedion, 
^' or rather the firft of Putrcfa£Hon, the 
** Vermicular Ovaria muft be very preg- 
*^ nant.'' Here he puts the Nejl for the Bird 
itfeif, the Matrices for the Animalcuhy for 
Ovaria without Ovula will be able to pro- 
duce nothing any more than thcfe laft with- 
out Ibme prior FoBCundation, together with 
ibme Heat natural or artificial. 

When the Gentleman tells us, that ripe 
Fruits breed Worms, he feems to be on 
the Side of equivocal Generation, which the 
Univocalijls (of which Number I profcis my 
felf) d(?ny, and aflert that neither ripe 
Fruits, or any other putrify'd Matter, A- 
nimal or Vegetable, can breed a living 
Creature, but only afibrd Matrices^ where 
through Inftind, each Infed lays her Eggs, 
as a proper Place to hatch their young, as 
alfo to afford them Nouriftiment after 
they are brought into Light as well as Life. 
Each Mite on a finall piece of rotten Cheefe, 
where Ibme Hundreds are feen moving by 
the help of the Microfcopc, we believe had 
' an Ovulum whence it Iprung : Nor fliould 
the Exility thereof be any Objedion, fince 
Man himfclf before embrionated, is an in- 
vifible Punftum. And if Vegetables putri- 
fied, afford Nidi for Infefts, the fame do 
Vegetables in Perfedion ; the Flowers of 
fome, the Leaves of others, the Fruits and 
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Seeds again of others, give Inftances Enough 
of thefe, where the Parent Animalcule or 
Infeft, having dropt its Ovula, leaves them 
for the ftated time to hatch^ which by the 
wile Providence of Nature, moft commonly 
falls out when Nourifhment and Life toge- 
ther are provided for them. 

But this Piece of Natural Philolbphy is 
foreign to our prefent Task; nor had I 
touched thereon but for the lake of our Phy- 
fician's Do&rine of the Ovaridj and his Pu- 
trefaHion breeding fVbrmSy as likewife his 
Hypothefis that the Greenficknefs is vermi- 
cular; from which falfe Premilcs he has 
drawn his ConcluGon, that the lame is to be 
cured by Acids and Quickfilver. 

It is in this Chapter, he takes the liberty 
to inveigh againft Gdikoin's Powder j as oc- 
cafioning the lojs of many Thoufand Subje^s 
yearly to the Crown ; averring^ on the other 
Handy that the Quickfilver never did any 
harnt to the Patient. Which two Aflertions 
demonftrate certainly as much Prejudice on 
the one hand, as Ignorance on the other. 
As to the firft, I may appeal I think to all 
the Phyficians in England j if not in Europe^ 
if it is poflible (even upon a Suppofition 
that it did no good) to hurt either Man> 
Woman or Child, in any Fever whatever, 
or at any time of fuch Fever ; which is more 
I think than can be aflSirmed of any other 
Antcfebrile Remedy now or heretofore in 

common 
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common Ulc. This I aflert of the 'whole 
Gompofition, under the Name of Tulvis e 
Chelis Cancrorum Compofitus^ vulgarly Gaf- 
coin's Powder. If the Gentlemafi itieand 
the Bezoar only, tho* it may hurt the 
Pockets of the Poor, I may aflert the famd 
as of the refl; of the Ingredients, that it 
cannot hurt their Bodies ; nor has it ever 
added fb much as one to the Bills of Mor- 
tality, notwithftandihg His Comparifoii 
thereof to the other animal Concretions, as 
Gall Stones, or Stones in the Bladder of 
Urine. 'Tis a little odd, that where lie 
thinks it may ferve a Turn^ he is ready to 
appeal tp Dr. Radcliff^ as ; in the Cafe of 
Bliftering ^o commonly in Fevers, I do not 
iay in the Anafatca^ for here he tells us, 
the Do£l:or killed one of the King'^ Gar- 
deners by thelc Remedies, whon^ otherwife 
in all probability he himfclf might have had 
the Credit of fending out of the, World by 
a Horfe Purge, a Spoonful of a diagrediat^ 
Eleftuary ; but if Dr. Raddrff^ may be apr 
pealed to here, no Man lb fond ojt the In- 
gredients of this Compofition : Chela Cane. 
OcuU Cane. Coral. Rub. and Margarit. 
pp. were injiar omnium:, as well in acute as 
chronical Difeafes. Theft, as Dr. Strother 
lays, were (to my Knowledge alio, who 
have feen many Hundreds of his Prcfcripti- 
ons) his Panpharmaeon, Gafcoin's Powder 
and Goa Stone, which is not half fo good^ 
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were his Remedies in Fevers, even of the 
Worft Sort j and as the firft of thefe has been 
for many Years held in the greateft Efteem, 
by the bcft and moft learned Phyficians of 
the laft Age, among whom his Mafter Sy^ 
denham himfelf^ who prefcribed the Bezoar 
both Otiental and Occidental together there- 
with, {See his Account of jhe continual 
JFever in j66iy &c-) fo it is yet deemed 
the lafeft, and is the moft frequently pre- 
fcribed Remedy in Fevers, that was ever 
brought into the medical ufe. On the 
other hand as to Quickfil ver he is averring 
what is fcarce poffiblc to be known at all 
times. He is affirming what is falfe^ as 
we hjivp proved by many Inftances, and as 
I fear in a little time, whilft the People ran 
mad after the Experiment, we fhall be able 
to prove by many more. 

Before Jt quit this Chapter of the Green- 
Iickncls, there is one Remark which I think 
neceflaTy to make, as a Caution to the 
yoiing Praftitioner, which is, that a Hec- 
tick has been Ibmetimes taken for a ChlorofiSy 
and a Pthijif haftened by the Aloetic^ Bit- 
ier andChatybiate Remedies^ fuccefsfuUy ufed 
however in this laft. The ftreightnels of 
Breath, want of Appetite, with the Pulia- 
tion, efpecially at the time of the febrile 
Exacerbation, accompanying both. When- 
ever thQt Qfbrc,. a Jiubborn Cough flt^J^i^ i^ 
the Cheeks^ fiitches abofit the Sides or on the 
'•" " / Breaji, 
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Breajlj recurring Fever ^ heat an the^ PalmSj dry 
SkWy Colliquatim by Sweat or Stools^ appear^ 
you muft be cautious of adding any fuch 
Stimuli to the already over-heated Lungs, 
or inflamed Maft of Blood 5 but change 
the fame in time for the Teftacea or Ahfor-^ 
bentia^ free and repeated Bleeding, where 
the Strength allows, and the Fulie indicates, 
with the Milk Diet, 

The fame is to be obferved in the men- 
ilrual Obftrudion of young Women a lit- 
tle farther advanced, where by puftiing for 
the return of Nature, or bringing the 
Menfes down, in thole who never had 
them, by the hotter Gums, Bitters, Cha- 
lybiates, and others, called Emmagogues^ 
in a declining State of the Body, many a 
HeStick has been brought on, and the 
Death of the Patient haftened by the In- 
difcretion or Inadvertency of the medicinal 
Undertaker, 

I might obferve farther one Particular 
in this Diftemper, that altho' both Boys 
and Men are fiibjeft, by irregular Living, 
and want of Exercile, to a Cachexy^ yet 
neither are the former • liable to the true 
ChlorofiSy nor the latter to the Cittay Ma- 
Jacia or Tica Pregnantium -, an Indication 
furely of ibme uterine Ferment, imbuing 
the Blood and Juices of the Stomach, thus 
early (even Ibme Years before the Menfes 
break down) dilpofing to thcfe vitiated 
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Appetites in the Girls, as after their Sup- 
preffion in the Women. 

7he King's Evil 

If I was over-long in my Obfcfvations 
upon tlie laft, I intend to be as Ihort in 
this ; where I fliall only take Notice, 
that however his Delcription is incom- 
pleat, and the Ihftahce he gives thereof as 
much out of the Way, yet his Method for 
the Cure is one of the beft he has laid 
jdown, and as likely to do fome good, as 
many others we have had communicated 
for lo ftubborn a Malady. ' 

' Elephant iajis Arabum. 

By his loofe and inconfiderate Dilcourlc 
on this, and the following Difeafes of the 
Skin, 'tis plain he knows very little of 
their Nature, and much lels of their Cure ; 
Qtherwife he could not make fo light of 
one of the moft obftinate Difeales that af. 
Jid Mankind j tho* few I think of us or 
our neighbouring Countries, have felt its 
Severity, or know it otherwife than by 
the Delcription we meet withal in Books. 
However, our Phyfician lays it is vermf-- 
culafj and afllires us as confidently (as in many 
qtbers) tho' Salivation fails, yet it will yield 

a ' to 
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to Remedies no ways violent 5 but what 
theie Remedies are, for fome prudent Rea- 
fons he thinks fit to conceal, and has kept 
out of his noble Legacy ; nor have we any 
thing of the miraculous wrought, for Con-/ 
firmation of the Cure. 

ht^a Gracorum 

Which hriays is rarely cured 5 for that 
the Caufc is generally miftaken ; that the 
Thyficians have generally believed it owing 
to fame Acid. I can aifure him I was aU 
ways of Opinion, and I think all I have 
convcrftd with, that it arofe from a faline' 
Humour, however acrid, lodged in the 
cutaneous Glandules, not fitted to the 
Make of the cuticular Pores, for the lame 
Perfpiration as other Humours ^ or at lead 
hindered by the Denfity of the Cuticle 
from fo perlpiring. The flying Pain of 
the Mufcles in this Diftemper, or their In- 
flations, I own I never met with ; and I 
dare fay I have feen ten of thefc Greek 
Lepers (if I may borrow the Term from 
the Country the fame is called by^ to the 
Dodor's five ; fo that I never found Occa- 
fion for the prefling down thofc Mufcles, 
either by the Weight of Water, much lefi 
to trip up the Patient's Heels, and then 
kneeling upon his Limbs, as the Gentle- 
man advifes, in order to reduce them. 

E 4 Nor 
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Nor can I fay I ever knew the Cold Bath 
do half the Service of a warm artificial 
one, prepared of Sulphur, Salt of Tartar, 
and fome other Ingredients. But I fhall 
leave you^ to judge if I have not faid e- 
nough in the four or five jirft Chapters of 
my Treatife concerning the Skin Difeafes, to 
cxcufe any thing I need oficr here, or to 
compare the fame with this infignificant 
Rhapfody^ among which he has jumbled 
in another as little to the purpofe, about 
Jnoculation; however, would he fpeafc 
plain Truths, or difcover to us any thing 
truly ufcful, we knew not before, we might 
cxcufe the Method which he takes in the 
delivery thereof No more Mirofles wrought 
yet a while, 

The Br amy Itch. 

This is lb called, he gives us to under*- 
ftand, from the branny Scales rubbed off 
by fcratching, It is indeed a Symptom 
of the former Illnels ; nor do I know of 
any other which furpiflieth that Quantity 
of furfurapeous pefquammation, found be.- 
tween the Sheets of thefe People, rubbed 
off in the Night 5 ho wonder therefore it 
fliould adrpit of the farae Cwr^t 
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The Itch. 

The common Itch (faith he) is abfolutdy 
vermicular^ . allowed Jo to be even by the Jlti^ 
terate (who muft furcly know beft) and 
confirmed to the Literate by the CurCy i. c. by 
Mercurial Ointments and Lotions ^ §luickfilver 
Girdles^ and we know of nothing that fo in- 
fallibly deftroys Worms as Mercury. 

By this Gentleman's Way of Reafbn- 
ing, we muft allow the jifthma, the 
Stme^ and fundry other Difcafcs, where he 
adviies the lame to be taken, to be alio 
vermicular 5 but if the Itch be a vermi- 
cular Piftempery then Sulphur or common 
Brimftone has the fame Pretenfion to kill 
Worms as Quicklilver, being the moft 
common, and I am lure much the lafer, 
for the common People to meddle with. I 
may certainly fay where five are cured hf 
this laft, there are fifteen by the firft. 

Whether or no the Itch be vermicular I 
canuot lay ; or that the troublelbme Sen* 
lation arifing thence, be owing to the Ani- 
malcules irritating the Nervous Papilla ot 
the Cutis s but I am fure the fame Diftur- 
bance attends certain other J^fFcds of this- 
part, without a Suppofition of this Hypothec 
fis. I have examined Ibme of thelc cuticular 
Puftules, by good Glaflcs, as well as the 
l(hor thence diffufpd, without this Dif- 

^ ^ covcry 
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covcry of Vtrmiculi therein ; tho' I fliall not 
deny the Poffibility. There \% nothing 
llrange that the Ovula fliould be drawn in 
from the very Air we breathi taken with 
our Food, and conveyed therewith, u e. 
the Juices thence extraded into all Parts 
of our Bodies, where meeting with liiitable 
MatriceSy they may be hatched and foftered. 
Nor will I deny but that they may be 
lodged and detained in the Pores of Ibme 
nafty People, where finding Pabuhitn^ they 
multiply and Ipread over the whole Sur- 
fiice of the Body, and communicate In- 
iedion by a depofit of their Seniinalia upon 
the Parts of the Sound with whom they 
fhall converfc ; but, miftake me not, when 
I lay I deny not the Poffibility of all this, 
yet I nrnft own mylelf dubious as to the 
Faft before us. It is already granted, when 
we confider the Exility of Things in 
themfelves, and that our Senfes were not 
given us fo much for the Difcovery of their 
Realities, as their relative Properties, §i^ioad 
NofmettpfoSy many Things may be, and we 
find are, whofe Modus is difficult to come 
at. We have no reafon to queftion but 
that every Sqf d, how minute foever^ con- 
tains a Plantula Seminalis^ as I may iay, 
in MiniaturCy invifible to the Eye, even 
affiftcd with Glaflcs, lb every living 
Creature, Animalcule ,ot Vermkley call it 
which we will, muft have an Ovulum for 

its 
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its Origin, that as the former is let to 
work in the dilating its before unfeen or 
hidden Parts, by a foecundating Principle 
from the Earth, where it is ibwn ; So the 
latter by the prolific Power of the Male, 
or Ibmcthing equivalent, in the Conjunc- 
tion of different Sexes, after which the 
plaftic one is iet on work, in delineating 
or drawing out the prima Jlamina vHa. 

You will pardon I hope this Excurfion, 
which I have been drawn into by the Hy-- 
fothefis of vermicular Dijeafes. I fliall now 
return to acquaint you, that coming to 
dole up his Account of the cutaneous^ he 
tells us he fliall now proceed to give us a 
Defcription of thole which are acute^ and 
immediately lubjoins the following Recipe^ 
as if belonging thereurtto. ' 

Take one §luart of Spring Water, one Dram 
of Sublimate^ &c. 

'Tis very apparent through his whole 
Treatile, he is not of the Scft of the Me- 
thodijls 5 and we might forgive his Quackery 
if he would quack lafely. Ufe this three 
Nights, {faith our Phyjician) and you fliall 
be well, /'. e. polSbly {for it will not T can 
ajjure you always anfwer) of. one Dileale, 
and lick of a much worlc after ; but as to 
this I fliall reler you as before^ to my Dif- 
courfe upon the lame Diftemper ; and the 
Danger of thefc Remedies in Ibme infirm 
Conftitutions. 
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Of tht Plague or Ptftis. 

I fi^rgot to acquaint you at our firft let- 
ting out, that as almoft all our Writers in 
Phyfick, when they make ufe both of^he 
Latin and Englijh Denomination of the 
lame Difeafe, begin with the lels known 
firft, and then by way of Expletive for 
the Uie of the unlearned, enter the Eng- 
lijh thereof; lb our Fhylician running' 
counter to all others, as well in Me- 
thod as Practice, enters firft of all his 
Englijb Epithet or Term for the Dif^afe ; 
and then by way of Explanation, the lels 
intelligible to the unlearned, his Latin 
one. 

Thus he begins with the Gout or Arthri- 
tis^ the Drap^ or Hydrops^ Tympany, Tym- 
panites^ Consumption or Phtijis^ he means 
Phthijls, Jaundice or iSieruSy and fo of all 
the reft ; firft, as I before obferved, the 
more known Term, and after the lels ; 
but I proceed, and as to thofe under this 
Denomination, whether Englijh or Latiny 
I thank God firft on niy own Account, 
and after for the fake oi my Fellow-Ci- 
tizens, that I know little thereof unlels 
from Books, which have delivered their 
Hiftorics down to us. When they prove 
inftantly fatal, as Ibme we read of at their 
firft Attack, the Seat of the Difeafc muft 

furely 
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iurely ht rather in the nervous Genus, the 
Spirits, than in the Bolbm of the Blood it 
felf, whence thole Spirits have been filtered 
as I may fay or fecreted ; the malign Mi« 
afms .firft imprciling thofe fubtil Farts, as 
ihould ieem by the Symptoms themielves, 
the HorripulatiOy extreme Languor or Deh- 
quium Animh the palpitation^ VertigOy Vo^ 
mitingy which take rife from the irregular 
Difpenfe of the laid nervous Fluid from 
the Brain to the vital Parts. And while the 
Cale ftandsthus> I cannot fee any Remedies 
jfo likely as the truly Cordial or jilexi^ 
pharmicky to anfwer fiich vital Indication ; 
nay, admit the ImprefEon had faftened on 
the Blood, and began to excite a Lu0us 
therein, (/ would be mderftood to mean a 
feverijh Efervefience) unlels there was 
Plethora tarn ad vires quam ad vafa, mani* 
fcft by the intenle Heat, and over-bearing 
Pulfe, I muft own, I ftiould be fliy of 
the Remedy, upon which this Gentleman 
lays the Strefs of the Cure j whilft I en- 
deavoured to aflift Nature in a way left 
hazardous, i. e. by the more temperate Re- 
gimen, the acid DiaphoretickSj rather ^at 
luch times I muft own) than the fiery A- 
lexiph/irmickSy unto which, where the Blood 
is already too much inkindled, I am a$ 
much an Enemy as this Gentleman can 
be. At. the fame time I cannot iay, un- 
le(s very rarely, that I have met with one 

Fever 
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Fever which I thought deferved the Nam** 
of a Febris Mala TndoltSy fuch as many of our 
late Eruptives, whetlier Rajhy or MilUaryy 
but more efpecially petechial ^ where I 
found a Pulle (had other Circumftances 
anfwered) to encourage this Evacuation, 
or by which I Ihould not have thought my 
fclf guilty of Homicide^ had I attempted it 
without Succeis. 

Where the texture of the Blood is broke 
by the contagious fjuda-fj^etrcty as often ap- 
pears in the gangrmdus Dijpo/ition of its 
whole Mafsy the colour of the Spots, the 
bloody Excretions from the feveral Parts ; 
when the Ptdfe flags^ and Nature no longer 
able for want of vital Energy difpenfed from 
the Brain, to continue its wonfed Rythm or 
Vibration ; when the whole Purple Mafs is 
turning to a black and putrid GorCy or a flag- 
nating Grume j this drawing of Blood 
ieems to me, tho' not Corio, yet Sanguine 
humano ludere. I Ihall never pretend to 
argue againft Fafts, and we have been told 
ftrange Stories by Travellers, {who thtyfay 
have Authority to tell many fuch) of won- 
derful Efcapes this Way, and Enterprizes 
made other wife, ItiU more delperate. 
Thefe, I fay, and the like hazardous Ex- 
periments, fitter indeed for a Mountebank; 
who has none to lole, than for. a rational 
and honeft Phyfician to riiquc his Repu- 
tation by the trial, have fcryed only to 

convince 
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convince me, that as there arc many dit 
eafcd Perfons, whom the moft underftand- 
ing and judicious Phyficians cannot cure ; 
lb there are Ibme few whom the moft ig- 
norant Einpirick cannot kill. 

I think the Dodor had much better 
have left out his Bravado of having taken 
two Cities by Storjn, unlefs he thinks it an 
Honour to a Phyfician firft to kill and flay^ 
and after to plunder the Innocent, thofe who 
never wronged him, and to carry ofif the 
Spoil. A good Prelude this to the Blood- 
Ihed after, among his own Men. 

This trial of lavilh Bleeding imder a 
peftilential Fever, it is likely he may have 
borrowed from his Brother Soldier, men- 
tioned by Dr. Sydenham^ as related to him 
by Colonel Wyndham^ the Doftor himlelf) 
as it Ihould feem * came into the fame Way 
of Praftice, as finding it Ibmetimes to fuc- 
ceed : But could we find one half of that 
fteady Obfervation, or of that Candour and 
Sincerity in the Legacy, we meet with in 
this worthy Man's, how fond Ibcver of 
his c^ld Regimen. in Fevers, (from which 
he. relaxed confiderably before his Death, 
brought off doubtlels upon farther Obler- 
vation of the Danger thereby, clpecially 
under unskilful Hands) from ib great an , 
Example we might poffibly pay more re- 

♦ See Sydenham of the Plague: 

gard 
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gard thereto. That Gentleman tells uis, 
he had obferved all the Symptoms of 
a (pxciyocr^g in .the Blood of the infe^led ; 
that the Fever was truly inflammatory ; the 
Blood fizy like that of Pkuriticksj and 
wanted only the Cough and Vain in the Side^ 
to determine it to that Species-, and confc- 
quently as meer Plenitude and Rarefadion 
was the greater Part of the Difeafc, Inani- 
tion or Depletion of the Veffels was to 
be the Cure. Our Doftor, on the other 
hand, fays, he found his Men feized with 
Languor^ infomuch that they were not able 
to move. PFithout any farther regard, he 
orders his Surgeon to bleed them in both Arms ^ 
and to go round to them alU '^ith command 
{for he was now^ I perceive^ their command- 
ing Officer as well as their Phyfician) to leave 
them bleeding till all were blooded, and then 
come and tie them up (a fit Term indeed for 
an Executioner) in their Turns. Thus, laith 
he, they lay bleeding and fainting fo long^ that 
I could not conceive they could lye lefs than one 
hundred Ounces a Man. 

I will now appeal to any Gentleman 
convcrlant with Thlebotomy^ if this is not 
the moft random Calculation that was ever 
made by Man? Or if any two Perlbns, 
much lels an hundred, can ever lole an 
exadly equal Quantity in equal Time ? If 
there be not fo much depending upon the 
Momentum of the Blood, the Force of 

the 
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thi Artery or Strength of the Pulft, thd 
Dimenfion or Size of the Orifice, its Direc- 
tion in the Veflcl to that in the Skin, 
which by Pronation or Supination of the 
Limb, will affed the Current ; the Situa- 
tion of the fame alio as to Fledion or Ex* 
tenfion ; the Ligature bvertight ot flack ; 
the Habit of Body fanguine or phlegmatic, 
or the Temperament naturally hot or cold j 
the Idiofyncrafy of fome as to Courage or 
Fear, as well as cuftomary Swooning with- 
out Fear, for \Vhich no Account is to be 
given, with other Iiicident^ I could name ; 
whether, I lay, from one or other of thefe 
Impediments, it is hot poilible one miiy 
not lofc above ten Ounces, another fcarctf 
five, a third five and twenty, a fourth 
fifteen, and lb on in the like Diipro* 
portion. Nor do I think a quarter part 
will bleed that Quantity, efpecially where 
the Spirits are knockM down as it were 
with a peftilential Venom, before L^/- 
poihymy comes on;, and the Stream flack-* 
ens, if not wholly flops. This Tale may 
amufe the Ignorant j but I dare fay no 
Surgeon who has been foiled to get a- 
way ten Ounces from one, ind as much to 
refbrain the Flux in another, will believe 
one Syllable of this hundred Ounces^a Man. 
" Dr. Sydenham^ dmbtlefs upon fome Mifl 
" carriages which had befallen him by this 
•^ Method of PraificCy tells us plainly, tho' 

F ** his 
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*' his private Judgment ran that Way, yet 
" the Diflipation of the pcftilential Venom 
« by Sweat, pleaied him much better * on 
^' many Accounts tharP the Evacuaition of 
*^ it by bleeding > firft, becaufe it does not 
** weaken the Patient lb much; and, fe- 
** condly, becaufe it does not hazard the 
*' Phyfician^s Reputation/ But this alfo, 
faith that faithful^ Obferver of Nature's 
Motions, and of the Nature of her DiC- 
eafes, has its Inconveniencie^ ; meaning 
ibme Perlbns fweating with Eafe, others 
not unlefs with Difficulty. Our Doftor, 
on the other hand, without weighing the 
Genius of the Fever, or the Nature of the 
. peftilential Ferment, the Strength or 
Weaknels of one Man above the other to 
undergo the profufe Difcharge of the Trea- 
fure of Life, however impreft by Ibme 
malign Aura, much leis any Regard to 
f Reputation^cfics out only dwus Nodus^durus 
Cuneus ; and then at once to the Slaughter- 
houfe. 

Had the Tars dy'd, or funk any of 
them, under Syncopy, lb as never to re- 
* vive, he could' have told us their Lives lay 
at his Mercy ; or that if they had not ex- 
pired Cruentij they muft have done ib Pe- 
Jiilenti f and where was the Harm in trying 
an Experiment whether he fhould cure or 
kill them ? 

• Ibid. 
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. In our laft great Plague in Lcnden^ whgi 
the Sicknefe grew too hot to hold the g^ 
nerality of Phyficians, as well as the more 
wealthy. Citizens, Dr. Sydenham^ however 
he flood the Shock of its firft Approach, 
yet at laft iays, that by the Perfuafion of 
Friends, he accompanied great Numbers of 
the beft Inhabitants into the Country 5 tho* 
before he went and upon his early return, 
which was ibme Weeks before the iame 
was ceafed, he had experienced the Ad- 
vantage of large bleeding, and like others 
{pofflbly too much wedded to an Opinion) 
imputes fome Perfon's Deaths, not to the 
bleeding fiftiply, but that the Patient did 
not lofe a iufficient Quantity. What I am, 
furprized at, is the Appeal of this learned 
Man to the Phyficians who continued in 
Town when the Dileafe raged, whether 
they obferved that large bleedhog,^ and 
often repeated before any Tumour appeared^ 
lyas the Caufe of any one^s Death who had 
the lame ? 

To this worthy Gentleman, upon •this 
Appeal, we can do no lels than confront 
the learned Dr. HodgeSy who ftoocf the* 
Storm throughout, when in the Year 166^ j 
a time when the City had little more than 
one half of the Inhabitants it has* at pre- 
fent, if half that Number, not lels than 
^8595 dccealed thereby : This Gentleman, 
1 fay, who was not only a conftant Looker 

Fa on 
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but as conftant in his Vifits to the in*-- 
ed, after he has delcribed its Nature 
far as he was able, with its manner of 
Seizure, and the attending Symptoms, in 
delivering what he* obferved in the Way 
of difcharging the peftilential Venom out 
of the Body, when having recited ibmc 
others, and coming to this particular Eva- 
cuation, he delivers himfelf thus *• 

" And, laftly, the morbific Matter is 
♦^ not of that kind to feefc an Efcape at 
^^ the Orifice of a Vein to run out with the 
** flowing Blood, and which (as before 
<^ proved) afFcding chiefly the Spirits, and 
<« refiding in other Veflels, makes this 
«^ Method of Cure in a Peftilence imprac- 
*^ ticable. I will not however deny but 
*« that there may be Circumfl:ances in fbme 
« malignant and peftilential Fevers, which 
*' may juftify Phlebotomy, as when it is 
<* done for the fake of Revulfion in too 
" great Flux of the Menfes -, but in a ge- 
" nuine Peftilence it is not to be meddled 
V with ; there is but one as I can remem- 
" ber, who furVived it in the late Sickneis. 
*' But it is needlefs to lay more upon a 
*^ Subjed lb plain, and therefore I Ihallpafi 
" on to what is of more Confequence* 

I would gladly reconcile thefc two ho- 
ncft Men {for of our "DoBor I can think no 
other than at beji^ as of a very rajb one) 

* See ^iffc/s Tranflation, /. 1 54. 

which 
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which I can do no otherwife than by the 
following Method : That Dr. Hodges bb- 
ferving Venaefedion in imall Quantity, or 
improperly timed, as when the Tokens, 
as they were then called, were at hand ; 
or Nature was bufied in raifing Bubo's, 
axillary or parotide Tumours, the Patient 
certainly died. Dr. Sydenham^ on the other 
hand, going early to work before the cri- 
tical Eruption, and bleeding even to Deli- 
quium, took the Work of Secretion of 
thele morbid Particles out of her hand, eli- 
minating them at once by the profuie Dil- 
charge of the lame. 

Before I quit this Subjed, give me leave 
to communicate Dr. Hodges'^ Prophylaftic, 
with a fliort Epitome of his Practice, at 
that difmal time, if not for Inftrufkion, for 
Entertainment. 

An antient Apothecary, very converlant 
with the Dodor, I might fay almoft al- 
ways his Companion, as he told me above 
forty Years ago, in vifiting the Sick, af- 
furcd me they had often taken four or five 
Gills a piece of the choiceft Canary, in 
taking their Rounds, before they returned 
home to Dinner ; and that the Dodor, 
when he was got ad Hilar it atem^ would 
enter without Fear into many infefted Fa- __ 
milies, where he durft not accompany him ; 
but rather chofe to wait at the Sack Shop, 
dfi he called it, till the Dodor returned 

F 3 from 



^o The Antient Physician'^ 

from his laft Vifit for the Forenoon, and 
brought him his Orders. 

It was their Cuftom to fee their Glafles 
well wafhed with the beft White-wine Vi- 
negar; and having taken each their Quarter 
of a Pint, to drop their Money into a 
Veflcl of Water, placed for that purpofe 5 
£0 that in all likelihood they might each 
drink his Bottle of this Neftar daily, between 
the Hours of rifing and laying down to Reft. 

*' The Doftor fays himfelf, that fo ibon 
^* as he arofe in the Morning, which was 
<* very early, {having no doubt a Multitude 
^ of Bujinefs on hs hands) he took the 
^ Quantity of a Nutmeg of his Anti-pefti* 
" lential Eleftuary, which he has entered 
*^ with Ibme others of his Prcfervatives a- 
^^ gainft the Contagion ; and after the Dif- 
^^ patch of private, Concems in his Family, 
^ he went into a large Room, where 
*' Crowds of Citizens were always waiting 
*^ for him ; and there he commonly Ipent 
*' two or three Hours, as in an Hofpital, 
*' examining the feveral Conditions and 
*^ Circumftances of all who came thither ; 
*^ fome of which had Ulcers yet uncur'd 5 
'^ others to be advifed under the firft 
*' Symptoms of the Seizure 5 all which 
*' faith he) I endeavoured to difpatch with 
*^ all poffible Care to their various Circum^ 
[^ ftances. 

^ As foon as the Crowd could be dit 

[[ charged. 
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^ chargetj, I judged it not proper to go 
*^ out fefting, and therefore got my Brcak- 
*^ laft ; after which, till Dinner time, I vi- 
*' fitcd the Sick at their Houfes, where 
*^ entering, I had immediately feme proper 
*^ Thing burnt upon Goals, and always ke^ 
*^ in my Mouth a Loxenge whilft I was cxa- 
^' ffifning them 5 but thoic arc under a Mi- 
^* ftake who report that we tiled very hot 
*^ Things for Alexipharms, as Myrrh, Ze- 
*^ doary, Angelica, Ginger, and the like, 
^^ by which ma^y deceived thcmlelvesi, 
^ and raifed Inflammations on their Ton-^ 
^^ fils, and endangered their Lungs. 

" I farther took 'Care not to go into 
^' any of their Rooms when I fweated, or 
^^ was fliort' breathed with Walking 5 and 
^' kept my Mind as compofed as was pof- 
^* fible, » being fufficiently warned by fuch 
^^ who had grievoufly fufFered by Unea- 
^^ finels in that refpcd: and after fome 
*^ Hours viiiting in this manner, I return - 
^' cd'home. Before Dinner I always had 
^^ a Glafs of Sack {he might have [aid three 
*' or four) to warm the Stomach^^xefrelh 
^* the Spirits, and diffipate any Lodgment 
^^ of the Infedion. 

^' I diole Meats for my Table, thiit 
^^ yielded an eafy and generous Nourilh- 
*' ment, roafted rather than boiled, af)4 
" Pickles, not only fuitable to the Meats, 
" but Ac Nature of the Difeaie s ^nd iti- 

F 4 ^' deed 



72 ^e Anttent Physician^ 

^ deed in this melancholy time, the City 
<^ greatly abounded withVaricty of all good 
^ Things. Neither did I rife from Din- 
«* ner, tmlels rarely, without drinking more 
^^ Wine ; after which, I had always many 
<« Perfbns waiting, as in the Morning, for 
^^ Advice \ and as ibon as I could difpatch 
<^ them I again vifited till eight or nine 
^« at Night, and then concluded the Even- 
4< ing at home, by drinking toChearful- 
<* ncfi of my old favourite Liquor, which 
<^ encouraged Sleep and an eafy Breathing 
* through the Pores in the Night ; and if 
«' in the Day-time I found the Icaft Appre- 
<* henfion of Infedion upon me, as by 
*^ Giddinefs, Loathing at Stomach, or Faint- 
^^ nels, I immediately had rccourie to a 
^« Glafs of this Wine, which prefently drove 
*^ thefe beginning Difbrders away by 
** Tranlpiration. In the whole Courfe of 
^^ the Sicknefi, I found myfelf ill but 
<* twice, and was foon again clear'd of its 
^' Approaches by thefe means, the help 
<* of an Iflue contributing, and of fuch 
^^ Antidotes as I always kept by me. As 
** to the ufe of fuch Iffues, I can fpeak it of 
*^ my own Experience, that whenever I 
<* was moft beftt with peftilential Atoms, 
f^ ill the Courfe of my Bufinefs, I could 
** then immediately perceive a (hooting in 
*^ my Iflue, and had a great deal of an 
f^ ill codditipned Matter difcbarged thence, 

*' an4 
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^^ and this I always took as a Warning to 
•^ have recourlc to my Alexipharmick/' 

I will conclude this Chapter with the 
Doftor's Encomium upon his beloved 

NeHar. 

*' Gratitude obliges me to do Juftice to 

** theVertues of Sack, as it is defervedly 

« ranked among the principal Antidotes, 

" whether drank by itfelf, or impregnated 

♦* with Wormwood, Angelica, &c. for I 

^^ have never yet met with any Thing ib 

'^ agreeable to the Nerves or Spirits in all 

^« my Experience; that which is bcft is 

^^ middle aged, neat, fine, bright, raccy 

«* and of a Walnut Flavour; and it is cer- 

^* tainly trae, that during the late fatal 

'' Tinies, both the Infedcd and the Well 

*^ found moft Benefit firom it, unlefs they 

^* ufed it toointemperately/* 

Thus you fee by the foregoing Account, 

how thefe two learned Men differ in their 

Opinion ih Matters iiirely of the highcft 

Concern to Life, both countenancing a di- 

redly oppofite Praibice, from Experience 

too, as they tell us, and Oblervation. 

Were I to fwear in verba Magijiri^ as I 

ihall, I think to no Man's, it would be 

in verba Sydenhami, as ibon as to moft 

others ; but I can't perfuade myfelf, fome 

bap hazard Recoveries under one Species of 

Maligqity, by fuch extreme Evacuation, 

willjuftify the like Method of Proceeding in 

6 all 
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all others, or that tJie feme is at any time 
to be attempted by every bold Empiricfc 
pretending to Phyficfc, withotit all regard 
to the Rythm of the Artery, whether op^ 
preft by Plenitude or Rarefadion of the 
Blood, or depreft purely, as we have for- 
merly taken Notice, by the weak Difl 
penle of Spirits derived from the Brain^ 
or what wc call liie vital Energy, imme** 
diatcly from the Heart. Repletim we all 
know will bear large Ventilation, I mean 
Evacuation ; but Inanition will fuffer none 
without deadly Convulfions, under which 
all Ferfons that I have ever ieen finking 
by fatal Haemorrhages, have expired. The 
Counter-force between the Solids and 
Fluids, or that from the Spring of the 
Blood itfelf inwardly, and the -contraftile 
one of the Fibres outwardly in th^ arterial 
Tube, are to be duly weighed ; for here 
certainly as well as in other Things^ 

Eft modus — -funt arti denique fines y 
C^Hos ultra citraque nequit cmftften 
rectum. 

Having thus wrought 272 or j Mira-^ 
cles (far feven er ei^t were lofty not by 
the Bleeding but by their Mefs-mates procur- 
ing for them ftror^ Liquors) by taking a* 
way a hundred Ounces of Blood from each 
Man^ he concludes this Chapter with the 

following Obfervation, Tk^K ih^y had all 
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of them Sfxasy which in the "gnat "Phgm 
they call Tokms; that few or none of the 
Spaniards who had them efcaped Ikathj but 
that his Teople who had them and Buboes 
toBy efcaped: Whether or no thele Tokens 
aiid Buboes caroe out before or after their 
Bleeding, he remains filent. If they were 
out before, or upon coining out at the time 
of Bleeding^ it was indeed a Miracle they 
ihould efcape ^ and if they appeared after, 
it was furely alike miraculous. His Ma* 
fter Sydenham^ how fond foever of large 
Bleeding before any Thing was difchargcd 
from the Blood into the Confines of the 
Body, would have called this intempeftivc 
Bleeding, not {kn|dy the cutting of Arms, 
but like that of cutting of Throats. Be 
this as it will^ the Doftor was relblved 
they Ihould be all cured unlets feven or 
eight of them, and that by Bleeding too ; 
for had he given them the celebrated Gat 
coin'i Powder or Bezoar^ he makes no 
quefiion at ally confidering the Heat of the 
Ctimate^ but he had lofl every Man of them. 
Rifum teneatis ? 

Spotted Fever y or Rbris Peflilentialis, 

From the Plague, the tranfit is very 
eafy to the Spotted Fev^, which be terms 
Pefhlentialis ; but if he would have had 
bis cxpktire Tcau in the Latin (far he 

explains. 
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explains, as I have already ob/erved, his bene 
nota per magis ignota) anfwerable to his 
Engltjhy it fliould have been Petechials j which 
begins like the Tlague, and has a double Cri- 
fis ; that is, one leS than the following 5 viz. 
fir ft, the Petechia ; and, fecmdly^ the Muta- 
tio (which is certainly the only proper one^ 
vel ad falutem vel ad mGrtem. 

Above thirty Years paft, he iays this 
Fever raged much at Brtftol^ where he 
yifited twenty-five or thirty Patients in a 
Day, befides the Children taken into their 
Work-houlc, whom he found with Phy- 
fick and Advicej^r^/zi for two Years {a 
very charitable Aman doubtlefs.) All thefe 
poor Children had this Fever, yet no more 
than one died out of two hundred or 
thereabouts \ fb that here is near the lame 
Number of Miracles wrought as in the 
foregoing ; but the greateft of all is the 
following, which he calls an Tnftanee of a 
Perfon cured in an uncommon Way, and fo I 
dare fay it will be allowed. 

*' One Thomas Hackett, an Apprentice to 
*^ Mr. John Scanderet^ a Grocer in tVine- 
" ftreet^ Briflol^ labouring under this fatal 
*^ Fever, had a violent Haemorrhage or 
'« Flux of Blood at his Nofe ; notwith- 
<* flanding great Quantities were taken 
*^ from his Arms; and the molt cooling 
<< Medicines adminiflered which could be 
^< thought of; yet all was ineflfcdual^ and 

•^ his 
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«' his Life defpaircd of; I ordered (laith 
*^ our Phyfician) a large Veffel to be filled 
*' below Stairs with Spring Water ; he was 
*' carried down in a Sheet and put into 
*' the Water ; his Head was dipped fcveral 
*' times, upon which the bleeding flop- 
** ped. I believe he might continue in 
** the Water a quarter of an Hour i after 
" which he was carried to Bed, only co- 
*' vered with a Sheet : He flept well that 
^' Night ; the Spots difappcarcd j he was 
" very well only weak, and is now living 
*' in Briplr But of this Story as well as 
Ibmc others, you fliall hear farther pre- 
fently. 

. <' This being a high inflammatory Fe- 
^* ver, he begins the Cure by taking a- 
" way large Quantities of Blood; then 
** gives his Gout Purge every other Day, 
" and at Night a Draught with an Ounce 
" or ten Drams of Syr. de Meconia. On 
" .the Days between his purging, the Pa- 
** tient is to take the Quantity of a Nut- 
*^ meg of the following very acid Eleftu- 
*^ ary, at four or five a Clock in the After- 
** noon (for here is nothing ordered for the 
^' Morning) and at Bed-time, wafhed 
** down with a large Glais of fair Water, 
" wherein is firft put a Tea-lpoonful {a 
** modeftDofe this in comparifon of what is 
" cuflomary with him) of Mynfichfs E- 
'' lixir Vitriol « Take Conferye of Wood- 
. ' '* Sorrel, 
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*^ Sorrel, of Hipps and Barberries, each an 
^ Ounce, Cream of Tartar and of Tartar 
« vitriolated, each two Drams, Syrup of 
" Rasbcrrics enough to n>akc an Elcc- 

*« tuary/* 

As to thefe Fevers, I can fay very lit- 
tle more upon my own Knowledge of 
them than, of the FUgw itfelf, to which 
they belong ; for I muft diftinguifti the 
Malignant from the TiJhUntid ; at leaft, I 
cannot think every malignant Fever to be 
fiich. Every peftilent Fever I take to a- 
rife from fome morbid Difpofition of the 
Air, inrmical to Mens Bodies and coi>ta« 
gious as Ipreading from one to another, 
during that particular Cctfiftitution ,- thefe 
we call Epidemical^ of whidi alfo there are 
fome much milder than the Peft itfelf: 
But what I call a malignant Fever, at 
leaft in .common, has its Seat or takes its 
Rife from the evil "Diathejis of the Blood it 
fclf, or fome Humour therein, predifpofing 
to the Produdion thereof, and imprefling 
the Spirits in a different manner from what 
happens in others of a more benign kind ; 
neither is the lame contagious, as the 
former. The Petechial Fever, I think, 
comes the neareft to a Pcftilential ; but I 
muft fincerely declar* that I have very 
rarely met with any fuch or other rafhy 
Eruptives which carry 'd any Signs of 
Malignity, where I could fee a probability 

of 
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of relieving my Patient by high bleedings 
as the Dodor calls it, or indeed any bleed- 
ing at all) J3^b leis by purging him e- 
very other I>ay, and ftill left by Narco- 
ikksy as often repeated. When I have 
ventured upon the firft of thefc, viz. Bleed- 
ing, it has been on the Account of Ibme 
Haemorrhage, or on that of violent Pain on 
the Side ; yet even at thcfc Times I have 
been io unhappy as not to have fucceeded 
thereby. However, notwithftanding my 
avcrfeneis to thefe Evacuations in fuch 
malign Eraptives, as well as the Diaco-^ 
diftmy there are thole under fome Condi- 
tions of the Bloo^, with the dry fcabrous 
Tongue and intenfe Thirft, wherein I 
ibould prefer bis acid Eleduary, and his 
Julep alio ex Aq. FmU cum Elix. VttrioU 
to the hot Regimen of Mithridate or Ve- 
nice Treacle^ with inflaming Juleps under 
the denomination of Cardiacal Medicines; 
but qf this I have faid enough in ray ©i/-^ 
courfe of FeverSy and therefore flhall pals on 
to his Chapter 

Of the Flux Small Pox. 

Altho* wc have few Writers upon this 
Diftemper, who have not fomewhat to 
lay new thereof, either in dividing the 
Species^ or attempting the Cure in a dif-^ 
fcrcat Method^ yet it muft be owned 

that 
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that no Man has given us a more graphi. 
cal Dclcription of them than the moft in- 
duftrious Sydenham^ from whom this Gen-* 
tlcman has taken every Thing that is 
ivorthy any regard in his Account of the 
fame. The former deicribes them only 
as Confluent or TyifiinBy tho* between thefc 
there appears often a middle Sort, which 
from their near Approach to the Confines 
of each other, have been named Cmti^ 
guous or Coherent. Indeed in the Confluent 
thcmfelves, at the firft appearance of the 
Eruption, unlels it be the worft Sort of 
all, which we name the Eryflpelatous ; the 
Puftules appear diilind till toward their 
State of Maturation, when enlarging theif 
Bafes and. filling with Matter, they burft in- 
to one another's Cells. If the Diftance hap- 
pens to be greater, tho' at their heighth, they 
lie dole and contiguous at the Edge of one 
another's Bafis, yet fall not foul, unlels 
here arid there a Clufter, upon one another, 
but prefer ve their Involucra leparate for the 
greater Part. ^ Thefe two then, I think, dif- 
fer no otherwife than Secundum majus vel 
minus approximationis inter fefe Gradum^ 

Experience tells us, that the more they 
flux, efpecially on the Face, the greater 
will be the Danger^ as carrying greater 
Malignity in their Nature, and from the 
worft Sort of which we have not many 
Efcapes; becaufe the Blood is fb loaded 

with 
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with i;aroJdus Matter, that Nature is uti-^ 
able to get rid of it by the proper E^ 
mun£iories of the Skin^ and (inks hi the 
greater part in attempting it« Difcharge by 
the Glands of the Fauces in the Way of 
Salifoattony ot by thole of the Inteftines, 
as in the Diarrhoea or Loolcneft. 

The moft favourable therefore and be-* 
fiign is the Tfijiin^ ; and ftill the farther 
Diftance they keep, or the fewer .in Num* 
ber, the better : Not but that (as you will 
find in my Difcourfe already referred to/ 
there, have been fome even of thefe who 
have died for want of lufficicnt Heat, or 
the malign Nature of the Dileale, to throw 
them out j but it is the middle Sort be- 
tween the Diftind and Confluent, which 
our Phyfician calk Ammalotis ; altho' I 
think very improperly, fince there is no 
snore Irregularity in the Appearance of thefe 
(which gives that Denomination) than in 
the other two. 

His Defcription of the confluent ^mall- 
Pocks is very extraordinary, and contrary 
to the common Diagnajiick thereof Upm 
thejecmd or third Day at farthtjiy he fays 
there appears an entire Blijier from Head to 
Foot ; which is untrue as to the Eflence it 
felf of the Difeafe ; for we have many 
confluent Pocks on the Face; where in 
fome Parts at leafl of the Body, they ap- 
pear diftinS:. Bliflers indeed will often a- 

G rile 
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rife in the moft malign Species of this Di- 
ftcmpcr, both Continuous and Contiguous 
* alfoj fome as large as a Nutmeg, others 
as an Egg, implete with a brown or dusk- 
ifti Serum, like thofe in the Gangrene it 
felf, and indeed of the fame Nature, often 
fphacelating the Cutis underneath : but one 
univerfal continued Blifter over the whole 
Surface of the Body, is not the abfolutc 
Chara^tetiftick of the flux'd Pocks. 

The next Singularity he prefents us with, 
is that of his Crtft^^ of which he makes as 
many as there are Stages or Advances there- 
of to the Achme : and thus we have a 
Crifis of Defpumation, or Separation of 
the varolous Matter from the Blood ; ano- 
ther for finifhing the Eruption of the 
fame; with a third for the Suppuration; 
and as his Criles, ib likewile his critical 
Days muft differ from others; the laft 
\yhereof for the Diftinft, he places on the 
eighth Day, the mildeft Confluent on the 
eleventh, tho' there are of thefe that run out 
to the fourteenth, Icventccnth and twenty 
firft. 

For my own part I cannot fliy, even in 
the moft favourable Diftind, that the fame 
was at the heigh th or upon the turn, before 
the beginning of the ninth Day, according 
to the old Computation; and very often 
not before that of the tenth, always reck- 
oning from the. tihie of the fiiil Seizure^ 

not 
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liot that of Eruption, which Ibmc have! 
gone by in their Accounts, and in the 
mildeft Confluent this Alteration will hap-* 
pen Ibnietimes on the eleventh^ at others 
on the twelfth Day. 

Dr. Sydepham, who had obferved as. 
nicely the different Scenes and Shifting^ of 
this Difeale, as any Man who writes about 
it, fkys^.thaton the eleventh Day (ipeak^ 
ing of the Diftmft) the Tumour and In- 
fiammation of the Face begin manifeftly 
to diminifli ; an Argtiment furely that he had 
never obferved the Maturation compleat be«* 
fore the ninth or tenth ; but then he far* 
ther juilly takes notice, that as there are 
Symptoms protra£king the Separation, fo 
corifcquently the Eruption and Suppura- 
tion, by which Delay the Difeafe will run 
out a Day or two longer than its cuftomary 
Termination ; and confequently the Crxfis 
of the fame, which this Man has needlefly , 
multiplied, as fbme he finds fault with^ have 
done the Species ; for ftridly ipeaking no 
Diflcmper has more than one Crifis which 
is its abfblute Conclofidn towards the Re- 
covery or Death of thfe Patient 5 i. e. whcrt 
Nature begins to vanquifh or to be van-* 
quifhed thereby. All other Appearances 
are but her Steps or Straggles tcfsvards that 
final Conclufion, which According to the 
befl of my Obfervations fas I took notice 
but now) in a genuine Pocfc of the Di-^- 

Q a ilina 
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•ilirtft Kind has feldom or never happenccf 
before the ninth, and which therefore, 
notwithftanding all this Gentleman has to 
fay againft it, will be with me the com- 
mon critical Day for that fort. There arc 
indeed what the Vulgar name the Chicken 

• or Swine Pocks, which run their times of 
Eruption, Digeftion and Deficcatxon alio 
in five or fix Days. But thefe, unlcfi it 
be the Children of the better Sort, fall 
under no phyfical Difcipline, nor need 
they any more than a light Purge at their 
going off. 

Having finifhed his Confiumt^ which he 
calls mt continued Blijler from Head to Rat^ 
with the coherent he terms AnomdmSy and 
to which it leems alone the Satiration 
appertains, [at leafi he mentions nothing 
thereof in his confluent Sort) he comes to 
the DiftinA, where he acquaints us little 
need be feid ; ** for that although he has 
^ heard of fome dying under other Hands^ 
^ this wonder-working Phyfician has never 
** loft one ; and the left (he fays) is done 
*^ the better, for having but few, they 
^ are never of a bad Sort, as if many, 
^* they are never of a good one.'' As to 
which, I refer you, as above, to my Dil- 
courfe on Fevers, where I have taken No- 
tice of fome which more deferve the Name 
of Anomalous than the contiguous or co- 
herent ones of our Author's i fuch I mean 

6 as 
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«s the Chryfiallin£j Verrucales^ Siliqfwja^ 
¥apfilx feu pellicula rotwkday and others 
mentioned by Dr.Fremdj in his Epiftle to 
Dr. Mead. 

When he has thus gone through th# three 
moft ufual Species of the Diftcmper, but 
faid not a Word of the Cure, the two 
firft I fuppole delerving, and th^ laft re- 
quiring none, he prefents us with a fourth 
(he met with iiirely in his Travels) Which 
he calls 

The 'Spotted Small PoUs. 

" Thcfc he delcribcs with large red Spots, 
*' much like the confluent Kind, with the 
^* Face and other Parts very much inflamed j 
" yet in twelve l^ours the Patient Ih^ll 
^' iDccome perfcdly pale ; the very middle 
" of thcfe red Spots turning to a black 
^' corny Subftance, hardly fo big as a large 
*' Pin's Head ; of this Sort, in forty odd 
" Years, he tells us, he had obferved no 
^* more than five/' I will not lay he has 
bad all to his own Share; but unlels he 
means th^ Verrucales mentioned by Dr. 
Freind, there has not fallen one to mine, 
with the Apex only a black Pundtum, the 
refl: of the Pufl:ule pale or white. Fete- 
ihia are Itequently interfperfed in the 
moft malign Confluent, and Ibme I have 
feen fettle on thp Pock itfelf, even upon 

G 3 thofe 
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jthofc which have been coherent. Theft 
are often attended with Haemorrhage? l>y 
jhe Nofe, Mouth, Stool, yet oftener by 
Urine. But to have each Pock thus fppt* 
ted at its Summit, is ftill more rare, and 
defcrves the Name alfo of Anomalous^ much 
tetter than that to which he hap given the 
lame. There is indeed a very fatal Sort, 
where the Skin of the whole Face and 
Hands appears white like a piece of Parch- 
ment. Sydenham calls it Injiar petgamena,^ 
without Inflammation either of the Pu- 
ftules or their Interfpace§, which are very 
common i the former of thefe reprefent the 
f'olliculi piforumy the fame with Dr. Freind's 
Stliquof^e. I never go through Fcrf/ireet by 
Moorgate, where there are feveral P^afc- 
porridge Shops, wjth heaps of thefe einpty 
Huskk on Platters fet upon the Stf Us, but 
I am fure of calling to mind this Species 
of the Small Ppcks, to which they have 
ia moft exaft Refemblance. Were I to 
coin Names for Difealcs, as our Dofton 
who is finding fault with others at the fame 
time for doing fo 5 I would call thefe the 
White, to diftinguifh them from the BroAvp 
of fhc benign coherent, or th* Black of 
the malign, as well as of the confluent. 
And bejng thus unexpeftedly entered upon 
Colours, I muft inform ypu of what this 
Gentleman is plealed farther to obferve 
|a re|;ar4 tb<pr^to, that there is lately 
' * ' ' ' ^ brought 



Legacy furv^yd. 87 

brought in among us another Species cal- 
led the Homy comb Small Pox. As to this 
I know of nothing more than what his 
Maftcr Sydenham (from whom he has 
taken that of the Loofenefs in Children 
anfwering the Salivation of the Adult iq 
the confluent Sort) long fince remarked, 
not as denoting any particular Species, but 
to remind us of a very great Truth, viz. 
that the nearer the Pock approaches in its 
State of Maturation to the Colour of a 
Honeycomb, the lecurer the Patient is of 
his Recovery ; and another very juft one 
he has made before this State, as to that 
of the Interftitia or Spaces between them, 
when the Inflammation is at the heighth, 
like that of a Damask Rofc 5 and that in 
general the milder and more genuine the 
Pocks are, the nearer will they approach 
unto thefe two Colours, at thole particular 
Times. 

When the Pellicle in the former Sort 
appears full of a clear or tranfparent Hu- 
mour, it conftitutes that Species, named 
thence Chnftallina ; when of a browner, a- 
quofiC vel ferofa \ if but half full of fuch 
Humour, Semi-plena*^ if pitted on the top 
or dented in, as often happens from an im? 
perfeft Digeftion of the Humom*, Con^ 
cava ; when perfeftly empty, Vacua \ 
when diftended only by tiatnSy as iq 
thole abov?- mentioned like tlje err^pty 

^ G ^ ,^uUs, 
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Hulls, VtJtcuU fiatulentiC. Among theft 
you muft have obfervcd a Poefc ap% 
proaching towards the State, half full of 
a whcyifti Humour, with thefe Dents or 
Sinkings down of their Jfpices^ which the 
next Day will be elevated j and foon after 
the laid Humour turning to a well con-* 
coded PuSy terminates the Diftemper in 
the Patient's Favour : So that upon the 
whole I have made no fcfuple to deliver 
tny Opinion' in the former Treatile already 
referred to, that all thefe differ little other- 
wife than according to their greater or lefler 
tendency from a State of Crudity to a 
inore or left perfeft one of Conco£lion or 
Maturation ; or, as they happen to prove 
of a more benign or malign Quality or 
Difpofttion, requiring fuitable Regimen, 
I. e. fuch as fhall be thought moft proper 
for aiding or affifting Nature in bringing 
them to that Perfedion they fhould or 
ought to attain *. 

After he has given us this confuled Hi- 
ftory of the Difeafe, he enters his Cure 
f6r the fpotted Small-Pox, for which you 
will fee little Occafion, fince he owns him- 
ielf he could never carry one to the firft 
critical Day ; but the fame Method doubt- 
left is to ferve for all of the confluent Sort, 
whether truly fuch, or thofe he calls yinth 

^ See tlio Difcourfc on Fipvcrs, p. 310. 
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« In this < faith he ) I Weed m large 
^ Quantities, ply the Patient with cool 
^ Tankards: {a very acceptable Phyfician 
"^ fnrely) every Evening I give an Ounce 
^^ or an Ounce and half of Syrup of Dia^ 
*' codkifHy and three Hours after it, if he 
** cannot fleep, f6 much more ; I Iharpcn 
*' all his Liquors with Spirit of Vitriol 
^' and on the feventh Day I order Mercu- 
*' rius Vulcis and Cinnabar of Antmony^ 
•^ each half a Scruple, made into a Bolus 
^^ with any Conferve ; the fame on the 
•^ thirteenth. When the laft critical Day 
<* is over I bleed again to about twelve 
<^ Ounces^ the next I give my Gout Purge, 
^^ and in the Even o!f the lame Day, a ©/^. 
** codinm Draught. 

To another, under his Anomalous Pocks, 
he tells us, that ''no Ttyalifm coming on, 
^ he gave Qaickfilver, which notanlwer- 
*^ ing, and the Patient continuing in ex- 
** tremis^ he refolves to make a fchiid of 
^* him, and to purge him to eight or ten 
** Motions {which it Jhould feem, he can do 
when and as rft as he pkafeth, neither a 
Stool over nor yet under his determined 
Number^ knowing with another famous 
Man, how to [quart a Purge to each Con- 
ftitution) *^ every Day till the Danger of 
*^ the Difcafe is pafi/' 

I have here laid down ^he Method, that 
yom might lee upon how flippery and un- 
certain 
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certain a Foundation this Gentleman builds 
the Cure; and judge whether it be not 
likely to do more Mifchief with Mercurius 
^ukiSy Cinnabar of Antimmy^ indifcriml- 
note Phlebotomy y Narcoticks zndGout Purges^ 
in thele early Stages of the Difeafe^ than 
by -^dminiftring of Gafcoins Powder^ which 
he fays has ilain its Thouiands, nay its tens 
of Thoulands. 

I am fure I need not uie Arguments 
with a Perfbn of your Experience, to prove 
the Danger of fuch Remedies, in the be- 
ginning of this Diftempcr j which U abfo- 
lutely putting Nafure put of her W^y of 
bringing this morbid Fruit to its Perfedipn, 
Children do not bear Narcotic Medicines, 
even in the imaller Quantities, fo well as 
the Adult ; nor ought any luch to be 
given even to the laft, before the Eruption 
is finifhed, if poffible to be avoided, oy be- 
fore the putrid Fever (called fhe ficond) is 
beginning to come on. 

If I can retrieve all the loole Sheets of 
Ibme Memoirs of Praftice in this Difeale for 
twenty Years paft (as I have done fonje of 
them) in order to compleat my Hiftory 
of the fame, I doubt not being able to 
prclent you with a Plan thereof, much bet- 
ter eftablilhed and confirmed by Oblcr- 
vation, than this of^our Author -s. There 
is indeed fcarce aiw acute Ulneis in which 
jt behoves us to be. more diligent in obr 
J ferving 
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lexving ' Nature's Steps ia the Progrcft of 
the Diftemper through all its Variations, 
than in this before us^ in which I Icnow 
fome bold Men by ftepping out of the 
Way, have at ibme times acquired great 
Applaufe from the Ignorant. Such a one 
as this I perceive was made by our Phy- 
iician in a Cafe given up for loft by ano- 
ther, efpecially if bleeding fhould be en- 
terpri2ed upon her, in expedation of a 
Refcue thereby from Death. The Doftor 
ventures boldly, well knowing flie could 
but die, altho' ftie recovered, contrary to 
the Frognoftick which had been made by 
that other, if we may take our Phyfician's 
Word for the lame. And thus, Sir, it 
will happen, tho' many have forfeited 
their Lives to rafh Experiments, Ibmc 
few Examples may be given of thole 
who have elcaped thereby, not io much 
from Judgment, as an anfortfeen Incident 
in their behalf, of which the Enterprizcr 
makes no fmall Advantage, who would 
h^YQ all imputed to his Cunning and 
greater Penetration into the Nature of the 
Difeafc, than of thofc confulted before 
him, and who differed in Opinion from him. 
I remember it was an early Oblcrvation 
.of a great Man in the Faculty ^, that if 
a Mountebank faved but One only out 

of 
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of Ten, that One would be ready at aU 
times to Ipread his Fame; for the Dead 
could tell no Tales: But if the Phyfician 
did not recover Nine of the feme Nurtibcr, 
he would be deemed Ignorant, nay, it h 
odds [Jaith he) if the Friends of the iingly 
deceafcd Perlbn do not refleft upon and 
arraign his Judgment. How often do you 
not fee the Bold and Ignorant pulh, where 
the JLearned and more Praderit dare not 
rilque their Credit? 

As to Bleeding particularly, in any Stage 
or at any Time of this Malady, I hare 
formed to mylclf the fame Judgment as of 
the Bark, that where the Type of the Fe-^ 
ver is regular in its periodical Returns, 
there can fcarce be any timtra Indication 
to its ulc ; lb is it in the Cafe of Bleed- 
ing ewn at any time of this Diftfemper, 
where there is great and violent Inflamma-^ 
tion on the Membranes, producing Pleu-* 
rify on the Side, Peripneumony on the 
Breaft, or Phrenzy on thoft of the Brain ; 
here, I fay, Bleeding in large Quantities 
at once, or repeated in the fmaller, till 
thp Symptoms go off, is juftifiable Pradice ; 
which is more than I dare fay of giving a 
purging Medicine before the State of Ma- 
turation, where that State is like to be ac- 
complifhed, or till we have good Realbn 
to believe ^Hat^re h?s dopc all flie cih 
that; Way, 
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Of the Miajks. 

After tbe for(^omg Account: o£ the Small 
Pocks, he comes to Ipcak of the Mca- 
fles; whereia he has certainly betrayed as 
little Knowledge in their Nature as in the 
Cure. He does not, it feems, remember 
any one's dying thereof, till ibont twenty- 
five Years paft, when by the help of Gaf- 
corn's Powder {or poffibly our Ignorance of the 
KftBs of Quick/iher) and beioartick Bo* 
lus's, together with Blifters and a hot Re- 
gimen, the DifeaJfe is become as mortal as 
the Small Fociks. 

Had this Gentleman thoroughly looked 
over his Mafter Sydenham's Obfcrvations 
of one certain Luemperiis in our Atmo- 
iphere, favouring at ibme times one cer- 
tain epidemic Fever, at others a different 
one, at leaft in Ibme of the Symptoms at- 
tending : One Year \z benign Small^'Pocks or 
Meajles', ibme Years after a quite different 
Sort, malign and very fatal in Gomparilbn of 
thoft which went before ; he would have 
known that the Mcafles of the Year 1 6^74 
were of this laft Kind, and differed much 
from thole of the preceding Years, in their 
dangerous attending Symptoms. Indeed^ 
many Years fince that, had he been as 
faithful and diligent in his Regifler of the 

reigning 
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reigning Epidemicks, as that worthy Mart,^ 
he might have found a S[eafbn within \iv§ 
own Account, when this Difeaie fwept a- 
way gteat Numbers of little ones^ and 
Ibme few grown Peribns, without the help 
of Gafcoin's Powder (many of them) or 
betoartick Boles ; had he known any 
thing of this Sort of MeafleSj he would not 
have fixed its Termination at thef fourth 
or fifth Day, nor yet always at the fixth 
or feventh, tho* generally Ipeaking it fi- 
niflieth its Courfe about the firfl: of thefe 
laft. 

Thole who' are acquainted with the Na- 
ture of the malign Mealies, or fuch as I 
la term from the inflamniatory State of the 
Blood, beyond that in the milder Speciesy 
muft know, that the Fever attending is 
truly Peripneummick, and to be treated a^ 
foch ; witnefi the dry Cough and Dyfpn^a 
accompanying; Bleeding repeated as the 
Symptoms are urgent, is here as neceflary 
as in the Pleurify itfelf ; Bliftering alfo, let 
this Gentleman fay what he pleafes againft it; 
is a ffloft excellent revulfive^ Ltn0us^s ex 
Ol. A^ygdd. dul cum Syr. Tapav. Errat. 
Sperma Ceti Mixtures, and all the fofi: 
Peftbrals.;. alfo SaL Prunel. with Emulfions 
ex Amygd. d. cum Sem. fr; with whatever 
may bridle the inordinate Motion^ of the 
Blood, and- abate the Inflarrimation therd- 
of, are the whole of the internal Regimen^ 

^ unkfiir 
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tinkf^ Clyfters of Milk and Sugar or the 
Syr, Viol, may be wanted between whiles, 
under a coftive Belly. 

'Tis I am fare within the Time he has 
fct, this Dileaie was fo very epidemical 
that I myfclf have bled icven Children the . 
lame Diy, hard labouring for Breath un- 
der the Peripneummy attending ; four of 
which efcaped, and three were taken off 
€um anhelitu difficili. In the behalf of 
Belzebuhj as our Fhyfician is pleafed 
(from Dr. Baynard) to term the Cantharis^ 
every one who efcaped I well remember 
had a Blifter running on them fot. 
Ibme Days, which contributed, I am fully 
latisfied, towards the relief of the Cough, 
and Dyfpnaay as well as the attending 
Fever 5 two of thofe who died had none ; 
nor was one Grain (I verily think) of 
the truculent Bezoar prelcribed for either ; 
oily Mixtures with Sperma Ceti^ Pedoral 
PtifaneSy with lenient Clyfters, and re- 
peated Venacfedion making the whole of 
the medicinal Regimen. Thefe Fevers 
very frequently ran out into HeSiickSy the 
Cough continuing ; and unlels the Coun- 
try Air with the Afs's Milk and Abfor- 
bentia, took place, the Patient at long 
run was deftroyed by a true puhmmary 
Phthifls. 

Whilft this Man of great* Judgment in- 
forms us^ there is nothing more required in 

this 
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this Difcafc but to give the Child ill of thc^ 
&me, a little T>iacodinmy thaa which mi«. 
der the great Difficulty of Refpiratioo^ no- 
thing can be more likely to ftrangle them 
at once, efpecially where no Blifter is 
applied, that may in Ibme meafure ol>- 
yiate the Danger. But fijrely it is very 
flrange that our Phyfician, who is ib fond 
of tiis high and repeated Bleedings in all o. 
ther inflammatory Fevers, fays not one Word 
of any occafion thereof in this, wherein 
dftentimcs the principal Relief cdnfifts. 

The prefent Conftitution, vtz. March 
1753. affords us an Example of a Meafly 
Fever as epidemical as that before men- 
tioned, even Mortal beyond the Small- 
Pox itfelf, as I find by a weekly Bill I 
have juft now taken in, by which it ap- 
pears that between March ij and Ap'tl 5, 
there have died of the Meaflcs twenty- 
fivcj of the Small-Pox twenty one ; fince 
then of the Meafles forty, Small -Pox 
fixteen. 

Of the Scarlet Fever ^ 

After the Meajles he placcth the Scarlet 
Fever ^ and, as if they were of Kin, in- 
ftead of joining them to the niildeft Spe- 
cies of the Small Pocks, which they much 
more relemble, he enters the Swine or 
Chicken Pocks, we have already obfcrved : 
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In this there being no room for the Doftor, 
he fays the Patient is to uie the fame 
Means as for the Meafles, that is, IDiaco- 
dium in the beginning, and Purging duly- 
after them. 

The Eryfifdas. 

His Diftindion of this Diftafe by the 
Greek Appellation, and that fupcrftitious 
Englijh one given it by the Roman Catho- 
licks, is without foundation. He tells us, 
where it happens in the Face, it is named 
St. Anthonfs Fire^ but if upon other Parts, 
Eryfipelas ;. both Nances being promilcuoufly 
ufcd by the Surgeons, and no other than 
the firft of thefe by the common People, 
be the Situation where it will : 'Tis here 
be mentions his high Bleeding and frequent 
Purging, altho' the true and exquifite Ery- 
Jipelas^ Icated particularly about the Head 
and Face, requires the utmoft Caution as to 
both. Bleeding at thele times has been 
disputed by good Artifts, upon the Autho- 
rity of Hippocrates^ that is, for fear the 
bilious Humour fiiall be called back into 
the Blood, and revert upon the noble 
Parts, where it may kill the Patient. Ery- 
Jipelas ah intra^ foras^ bmum ; fed ah extra^ 
intus rediens, pejftmum. Upon this Account 
they have chofc by gentle cordial Diapho- 
riticks^ to promote the Perfpiration of the 

H Humour 
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Humour by the Skin, and to make Rcvul- 
fion for the Security of the Brain (where 
the Diftempcr appears about the Head and 
Face) by Bliftcrs, both behind the Ears 
and upon the Shoulders, of which the 
Dodor takes nb Notice, altho' the prin- 
cipal Remedy, under this particular Situa- 
tion of the Difealc ; concerning which you 
may pleale to conlult my iirft Volumie and 
firft Sedion of the Skin Difeafes, whilft I 
take notice of the next. 

Hht Peripneumonjy 

Which ftiould have followed the worft Sort 
of the meafly Fever, having the lame Symp- 
toms, bating the Eruption and requiring the 
like Method of Cure in e vehr refped,i;/^.high 
Bleeding as he phrafeth it, at leaft repeated in 
the fmallcr Quantities, till the Symptoms 
go off, and Bliftering alio, notwithftanding 
his Oppofition thereto; his Liniment and 
his Lambative are allowable, leaving out 
the Spirit of Vitriol, which by ftraitening 
the Bronchis and corrugating the nervous 
Fibrillar, will rather cramp and ftiffen, 
than foften or relax thole Veficula^ con- 
cerned as well in Infpii'atior^^s Kxpiration 
of the Air, to and from the tungs. 
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The Pkurify 

Is, according to this Gentleman, the 
one half of a Peripneummy. I ihall not 
deny but where there is Adhefion of the 
Lobes of the Lungs to the Pleura, or of 
their outward invefting Membrane to the 
inward one of the Ribs, . there may be a 
confent of Parts, that is, I mean by the 
Inflammation communicating from one to 
the other ; but thefe do not often fall out. 
The Peripneumony, ftridly Ipeafcing, is an 
Inflammation of the Lungs, as the Pkurify 
is upon the Membrane whence it has its 
Name, viz. the Pleura*^ and he might 
with as good Reafbn have told us, that the 
firft of thefe is one half of the laft, as this 
lafl: of the firfl:. But this, it feems, is not 
the only Difcovery he has made in regard 
to the Difeafe, of which, he fays, he never 
knew any one die, unlefs for want of 
Bleeding. In this, I muft own, I can 
give no more Credit than to that of his 
Definition ; for tho* I never durft run fuch 
Lengths^myfelfJ I have feen Ibme others 
purfue his Pradice, yet without fiiccefs; 
unlefs he would have the whole Mais ex- 
haufted, yrhich may be. done by ArUrio-^ 
tomy^ but not always by Phlebotomy : When 
he has one Way to coipe off, by acquainting 
us, that the Patient did not die of the 

H 2 Pleurijyj 
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Fleurifyj his Difeafe^ altho' of the Bleedings 
his Remedy. 

The ^mfejf. 

The Learned, according to thi^ learned 
M^n, make not three Species, but rather 
three Degrees of thi^ Diftemper, viz. Cy* 
na/ishCy Synancbe and ^arafymnche. He 
might have heard of others who have Jiudc 
four, and given the following Naracs^ viz^ 
Symnchty ^arajyn^nchey Cynanche and Td- 
rdcbynanche *^ of which, if they would 
mate any Thing, they muft make Species, 
apd not Degrees: the latter impiying only 
the more or lefi of the iaim^ coacoautant 
Syraptomjs, upon the feme Ijpecifical ,Di- 
ftemper. But I perceive our Pbyfician 
is entirHy ignorant of the Nature or E(^ 
icnce of a true Angim^ by his Ueftriptioa 
thereof ; *whicb is tha$ of an JnflanmAtm 
of the tonfilf and Glands about the Throat ; 
as al(b of the Mufiles of the Windpipe axi 
Gulkf ; fo that (wallowing of any Thing is 
totally obflru6ied. The former of thdk^ 
viz. the Inflammation of the Uvula^ Ton*- 
JJlle and backward Parts of the Fauces^ 
than which nothing is ib common upoa 
catching any Cold, as they call it^ with 
fome People, is no part at all of this Di* 

• * Sec Bianchard's Phyfioal Didlion^. 
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ftemper ; neither yet the Tumour on the 
external Parts, whether of the Larynx or 
PhttryniKy which by compreflSng the Aruria 
Aj^^d or Windpipe, ittipcde the Refpira* 
tion, and conftituting that Species we call 
Nithafivt Sfurui, are neither yet the true 
Jingina^ which i$ an Inflaintnation on the 
internal Mufcks of this Part, named from 
its Cdrtilage, Jrytamides. This Mufclc, 
with its Fellow^ as Dr. Ktill rightly obferves, 
running upon the upper Part of the Carti- 
lage Arjtamides internally, forms a Sphin- 
der for contraaing the Rimula of the La- 
rynx^ and which being tumefied or in- 
fiam«d, the Parage of the Air to and 
from Che Lobes of the Lungs, is wholly 
prtcluded or Intercepted, and the Patient 
fuffocated or ftrangled in few Hours, how- 
trtt ftill able with feme Difficulty, to 
fwillow bis Liquors, and could he take 
Breath, would let them down as before. 
I had th« laft Sammer a Patient labouring 
Unddf this true Angina, where the Bron- 
ehotomy was performed, tho' without its 
ivjflied for Succeft, (the Impediment lying 
bit»w the Camula) by that ingenious Artift 
Mt. }^mtj}^ Surgeon to St. BartholomiWi. 
The Patient, tho' ftifted for want of Air, 
made Ibift to get down a Quantity of 
Li^u^r, and llvdd thus four or five Days 
nfcing that littk Air he had, tbfo' the 

H 3 Pipe 
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Pipe introduced between the Rings of the 
Bronchus. 

This Difeafe, as he rightly obfcrves, 
requires zs high Bleeding as any. BKfter- 
ing alfo behind the Ears, vel ad latera 
colli ufque extendentiay and between the 
Shoulders (whatever he may think th^eof) 
is as highly neceflary. I once took threc- 
Icore Ounces the fame Day at three federal 
times, from a Patient labouring under this 
Dilemma through the fame Orifice. The 
next Day the Oppreffion ftill encreafing, I 
intended to take fb much more from ^e 
other Arm ; but after drawing off about 
thirty at twice, the Pulfo flagged, and I 
could get no more, tho' I endeavoured at 
the former Orifice where it ran out the 
firft Day ' plentifully ; that which encou* 
raged my going thus far, was, my Patient 
thought he breathed Ibmewhat better 
whilft the Stream was running i but 
finding himfelf faint after the laft bleed- 
ing, the Blood ftopt, and he furvived not 
more than two Hours, tho' he was per- 
fedly recovered of the DeliquiUm animtj 
which gave me no little Comfort in ob- 
viating a Refiedion otherwife that I had 
killed him by Bleeding, not his Diieafe, 
which I endeavoured to take off thereby, 
and which left me only the Satisfadion 
of having done the beft I could to iave 

lAky 
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Life, which was not lofi, I think, as this 
Gentleman iniinuates in that of the Pleu- 
rify, for want of Bleeding. 

For the furthering of the Cure, he 
prefents us with two Gargarifms ; the one 
from Sydenham^ a very good one, prepared 
of Plant am and Frogs Spa'-jun Water ^ beat fft> 
with the Whites of Eggs and Syrup of MuU 
berries j the other from the Devil, or fome 
Spirit, as malevolent to the good of Man- 
kind, who firft put it into the Head of 
our Phyfician, prepared of half a Dram of 
fublimate two Drams of Cremor Tartar y dip- 
fmved in a Pint of Water. 

The Rheumatifm 

Is, according to our Phyfician, a high 
inflammatory Fever, although in his Chap- 
ter of the Confumption, he denies any 
chronical Difeafe befides, to be attended 
with Inflammation. That the Rheumatifm 
is Chronical^ at leaft runs out beyond the 
Stage of any acute Difeafe, is evident hy 
many Inftances of fuch as have been not 
only leveral Weeks but Months confined, 
thereby unable to ftand or move from 
the Bed to the Fire-fide; but if the Dif- 
eafe be ib highly inflammatory, we might 
have expcfted furely ftom our Phyfician^ 
that high Bleeding muft have been the Re* 
medy } ejpecially the^ Blood being in the fame 

H 4 condition 



I04- 7)&^ Antient Physician'^ 

condition with that of Pleuriticks, or rather 
tnorefizj than in any other BiJietHper. Itfivelts 
the Tarts where it comes^ and the Tains are 
more tojerable in the T>ay than in the Night. 
As to which, tho' I have foand fomc 
fcorbuticfc Pains, and thofe we call ner- 
vous Rheumatifins, where there is no ap- 
pearance of any Swelling, but much more 
the venereal, heightened by the Heat of 
the Bed, yet in the humoural Rheumatiim 
I never found this DifFerefnce between 
the Night and the Day, as to the Patient's 
Complaint. The greater Pain may pojQi- 
bly, by the Amufement in the Day, be at 
Ibme times lefs heeded, whilft the lefler, 
by the Stillnefi of the Night, and Lone- 
fbmenefs, is more taken Notice of: But 
now to the Cure ; and fince bleeding even 
to one hundred Ounces^ or more^ (as he juftlj 
remarks) has been found of no Ufi or Servkej 
what is to be done, unlefs by taking of eight 
Grains of Turbith Mineral made into an E- 
JeSiuary^ (tho' I fuppofe he means a Bolus) 
with a T^ram of Conferee of Hipps^ and at 
Bed-time an Ounce or an Ounce and half tf/ 
^iacodium ; the firft being to raifc the 
evil Spirit, the laft to lay him ; the next 
Night his Gout Sweaty of which before j 
theft he is to be thrown into the River, 
Inhere tho' he can ftir neither Hftt)d nof 
Foot, he may fwim or fink ; I mean, Sir> 
{that 1 maji not wrong the 'JOoStor) he is to 
I be 
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be piit into the CtUd Bath ) and if^ as in 
£>iTie States of this Diieafe it may fall oiit> 
he is not killed \rj the Experiimnty he bad 
his Chance of coming oot a great deal 
better or a great deal worfe. 

The Difeale is doubtlefi to be treated as 
inflammatpry, by Lenients, and a loft cool- 
ing Regittien in g^f^eral, like the Pleurify, 
bating the Evacuation by Bleedings as the 
Dodor rightly obferves, onlefs the Breaft 
or Sides , ard affeded with the Difeafe ; 
bat I canrtot think th$ Shock of a Tur« 
bith Vomit, however it may revel from 
the Joynts^ by any means fuitable to the 
Condition of a poor Creature^ who is inca- 
pable of moving a Straw's breadth either 
Hand or Foot from that part of the, Bed 
he is laid on, eipcdally ibotlld any part 
of the Trunk be therewith affefted* WKerc 
the Pains are fixed on fome particular Fart^ 
there is nothing gives th^t Relief as \ 
Drein of the iharp Humour vellicating the 
Membranes, by an Epifpaflrick applied 
upon the fame \ nay, wbert they are fleet-* 
Mg I baVe followed them this Way from 
one Limb to the other, and in few Daya 
fet the Fatient at liberty, who had been 
tied down many Weeks before to his Bed ; 
nor have I known any who made not light 
of the fmart of t^e Blf fier, in comparilfoa 
of t^e mote torturing one from the Di& 
etie, Tfai» Way^ I caa afifum you, I have 
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frequently given Eafc and procured quiet 
Night?, where ^iacodiunij which I have 
long fince left off, as only fixing the Com- 
plainty has availed nothing. 

The Ague. 

From the Rheumatifm, as this Gen- 
tleman takes his Tour, his next Stage is 
the Ague ; which after much Pains . and 
Study, he has difcovered to be a nervous 
Fever of the acute Kindy as the Confumptum 
is an inflammatory Chronick ; but tho' it be a 
Fever it does not proceed from an inflamed 
Map of Bloody as all other Fevers do^ but 
from an Ataxic^ {i. e. an inflamed Mais 
of Spirits) or violent Motion of the animal 
SpiritSy which you muft underftand caufes 
as great a Degree of Heat^ as if the Blood 
were m the moft exalted Ferment atidnj all 
Heat being nothing elfe but the Ejfett of 
Motion. 

AgatHy for you fhall have another touch 
of this Man's Fhilofbphy concerning this 
Diftemper; PhyfiiianSy faith he, have been 
very much at a Lofs^ (and what they 
will gain by this Discovery I cannot fee) 
to find out the Caufe and Seat of this Dif 
eafiy being, as was obierved before, a nervous 
fever, it muft proceed from the Brain ; 
otherwife how is it poffible it JhouU keep its 
ftated Periodsy fo as to cwne at the fame 

Hour^ 
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Hour J every Vay^ every third or everyfourth^ 
4S it certainly aoes^ reckoning the Days in-^ 
clujive 5 whereas in an inflamed Mafs of Blood, 
the Fever always continues^ till the Inflamma- 
tion is wholly taken off^ and then the Fever 
ceafes without any return. 

May we not cry out with the Fhilo- 
ibpher, who was exploring the unknown 
Caufe of a different Fhamomenon, 'ivpfjfuty 
'ivf^iiuty nunc eft inventum^ vel nunc faltem 
clarior e tenebris. This Gentleman is cer- 
tainly ordained to find out the Longi* 
tudej he does not (it muft be owned) 
pkce an Archaus in the Stomach, with 
Van Helmontj but has with another as 
great an Enthufiaft^ let up a King calPd 
Microcofmeter^ in his Palace the Brain, who 
•|ceeps an Alarm-Bell in the Tunit or up- 
permoft Part thereof, where no fooncr 
does that go off which is let Ibmetimes fbf 
each Day at the fame Hour, fometimes 
each other, or poffibly each thirds but 
ftrait a Detachment of little Bodies called 
Animal Spirits, iffue out from diflinft 
Parts, when meeting about the Confines 
they skirmiih together, and raife a great 
Diibrder in the. animal Machine, till the 
one Party being vanquifhed, the Coa^ 
querors retire again to their Pofis in the 
(Citadel, and leave all quiet till the next 
Alarm, or ffated Period, for their going 
forth again. 

To 



io8 The AntientVnY SI Ci An s 

To be fcrious, dear Sir, tbt>^ I pre- 
tend not t6^ folvc the Periods of this Dif- 
eafe, which notwitbftanding all our tat^ 
dern Explications, I itiU reckon c*ne of 
Nature'd Secrets; yet I CaA as cafily re<v 
concile the fame to ibmc latent Fmns 
in the Blood, or in the chikrus Juice, 
poured into the fame, accumulated in 
certain Spaces of Time, longer or ihort'- 
er, or requiting fuch certain Space be- 
fore it 13 able to raife this Febrtle LuSius 
or EfEbrvefcence tbereiii, as to an Ataxj 
of Spirits^ I know as little of The one 
I think is more fntelligible, at leaft than 
the otber^ as to the In^ or quod Jit. If 
he means any thing ttvofe by tbefe ani^ 
Rial Spirits, than the finer and fubtiller 
Parts of the Blood, whofe Vehick is the 
nervous Fluid, if tiot iht Efience itfelf 
of fuch Spirits, they may be no better 
than meet Nonentities; befides, to talk 
of a Heac railed among theie Spirits tbem^ 
felves, independent of the Blood, k like 
talking of a Fire without Pabi;tiom ot Ftuil 
to Ibpport it. The Atarf then of tfiefe 
Spirits can only influence the Difpence of 
the nervous Fluid to the Heart, upoA 
whole Motion the Quicknels or Slo\ynefi of 
the Blood, and confeqaently the Degr^s 
of Heat alfo, entirely depend, AU Hiat, 
he fays, can k the EffeSi ^ mthmg ilfi 
but Motion } but then^ he Ihoald htfve 
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added, the MotioB of the BJood, and not 
hi$ aaimal Sjjirits, however thence at firft 
derived. 

There a^e, fohje who tell us, the fanjfi 
time, yeekoning that of e^b Febrile 
Paroxyfni, is t^eA up before the Blood 
is io thoroughly defpuBied, as to get ab- 
iblutely clear of the morbid Indole* in, 
this intern^itting Fever, a3 in that which 
is continual^ but thi$, I think, is a Spe- 
culation we need not dwell on, efpecially 
fince we are fo happy ajs to be Mailers of 
a Remedy, whicb^ ftriking at the Root, 
deftroys that very Fm^ which. ^ives it 
Effence. What a Bleffing would it be to 
Mankind, wer* we & bai^y as to difcover 
one that would do as much b that which 
is continual ? I need not tell you this Re- 
medy i3 the Back, which our ?hyjGcian fe 
fo ^od, for our farther InftruQ:iQn, a* to 
tells us that in Peru^ where ypu may !• 
marine he has been, it is calm CafiariOa j 
and that it msy k (hubted whether er m 
Om hundred height ^ it is ufed thr»ngh- 
out the whole Kin^domy whifh for your 
ftill farther Informatioa, he does ajfure you^ 
having doabtkis taken a Survey there- 
ofp is Pwmty times as lar^e as -Gjeat Bri- 
tain. 

The Vertue of this Remedy h^ will hav« 
to confift in its re6»ous Q^ty $ but 

the#i roethinks he ihojjld hayp rather or- 
dered 
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dered its being infufed in Brandy or Spi- 
rit of Wine than in the Wine itfelf j the 
former being the much fitter Menjiruum 
to extrad the Rofin than the latter ; and 
if the Ible Vertue of this Drug lies in thefe 
refinous Parts, then furely we ought to 
prefer the Rofin its iclf to this Gentle- 
man's Method of giving it ; where the 
Patient, of whatever Temperament, hot 
and hedical, as well as cold and phleg- 
matick^ mufi: drink a Gallon of Claret, 
in three or four Days time, before he can 
write Probatum ; and then poflibly may be 
obliged in ib many more to run the £ime 
Round again. 

I am firmly of Opinion there is a great 
deal of its febrifuge Property confifting 
in its ftyptick Particles, and that the 
Juices of the Stomach draw out from 
its Subftance finely powdered, a better 
Extrad and Tindure for Nature's ufc, 
than any which are or can be prepared 
by Art, where the Stomach does no ways 
naufcate its Adminiftration in that way: 
Nor have we more to fear hence than 
from its Rofin, its Tindurc or its Extrad, 
cfpccially in well conftituted Vifcera, lincc 
whatever is of u(e to the fubjugating the 
febrile Ferment, being, with the Chyle 
therewith impregnated, conveyed by the 
Ladeals into the Blood, the terrene F^c- 
culency pafles off with the inteilinal Fs- 

ces. 
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CCS. But I have dwelt too long upon this 
Subjed, and therefore haften to his next 
Chapter^ which is that of his 

Rver m the Spirits^ 

Where I Ihall be as fliort ; for if PhyG- 
cians have made any fuch Remark as he 
charges them with, that this Fever docs 
not appear in any manner whatcvei^ 
then his own is very juft, that ©^ nm 
exijlentibus & non apparentibus eadem efi 
ratio. 

If there be indeed no fuch Things as 
animal Spirits, there can be then no Fe- 
ver on thofe Spirits. But this is far from 
the Point he aims at, which is to prove 
that, wherein he is right, ^viz. there can 
be no Fever which does not afied thefc 
Spirits, or which is not affeded one Way 
or other by them ; but as to thole which 
from the nervous Symptoms attending, liich 
as Tremor^ Subfultusy Opprefflm on the Fr^. 
cordia^ Syncope^ and the like, we call 
nervous Fevers, or fuch where the nervous 
Fluid is more immediately concerned, and 
therefore by the common People are un- 
derftood by the Name of Fevers on the 
Spirits : Whoever denies the Appearance 
of fuch, muft deny his Senfes; for tho' the 
. Fever burns not out like thole of the 
inflammatory, and fliows itfclf rather by 

a de- 
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a jdepreft than a high Pulfe ; yet the in- 
ward Thirft, and the dry Tongue, with 
the other unhappy Symptoms before ob- 
fcrved,' fufficiently fliow even, without 
viewing the Eruptions (where there ap- 
pear fuch upon the Skin) to what Spe- 
cies of Fevers the lame do appertain. 
Of which I have iaid enough in my Dif. 
courfe upon this S.ubjc£):, and fliall clofe 
this with our Author's own philofophical 
Concjbuiion. 

As all animal Fluids conjift of animal and 
vegetable Beings^ Alkalis and AcidSy or 
which may Be thus accounted Spirit^ Sul- 
phur ^ Salty Earth and JVater, 'tis plain that 
nom of thefiy exapt the firft> can raije a 
Fever. Ergo, JVttmut the Intervention, of 
SpirU no Fever can ariji, or^ which is the 
fame things aU Fevers proceed from the Spi- 
rits. (^ E. P. 

Difeafes pf the Stomach 



As moft of the Difeales which infeft 
us, whether Chronical or Acute^ elpecially 
thofe we call Crapulary, have their Souroe 
in this Fart^ even according to this Geo* 
tlieman'8 own Q>nceflion ; fo every Writer 
pf a general Hiftory of Phyfick^ fliould J 
think fet out here, however he has thought 
proper that the Diftempers of this Part aod 
lt( Appeod^ge^^ tbelnteltines, Ihpuld bring 

up 
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up his Rear ; in the Cure of which, as an 
early Tafte of his Judgment, he gives us 
to under (land that Vomits ought to be dif- 
carded TraSfice^ as contrary to Nature: 
And yet furely he muft at one time or 
other hare obferved, that when at any 
Time a Man has taken a Bottle or two 
too many, there is nothing inore natural 
than for the over-loaded Stomach to throw 
it up again ; and happy fiirely has it been 
for many, who by this Benefit either na- 
turally or artificially procured, have e- 
icaped the Danger of a Fever, or fbme 
other as fatal a Dileafe. This indeed has 
the Gonfent of almoft , all Phyficians, at 
leaft of all fuch as deierve that Name. 
This, as I laid but now, has the Voice of 
Nature herlelf to back it, and without which 
Fhyfick too often is given in vain. This 
is the dired Way, the moft fpeedy and 
the moft uleful to throw off a vicious 
Lioad of indigefted Aliment or vifcid Phlegm 
impacted in the Coats of the Stomach, 
more difficultly wrought upon by purg- 
ing Remedies, and which might otherwife 
kindle a Flame in the Blood, and lay the 
Foundation for an acute, or by ftuifing 
up Ibme of the finaller Veffels, a more 
chronical Ulnels. 

Had he confulted Dr. Sydenham^ who 
is allowed by aU to have been one of the 
moft judicious, and the beft pradical Phy- 

I lician 
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fician of the Age in which he livedo as 
well as the molt careful Obferver of Na- 
ture's Steps, in her freeing hcrfelf from 
the Burthen Ihe at fome times labours un- 
der, he would have found that very fa- 
gacious Phyfician had fo high an Opi- 
nion of this Evacuation, particularly in 
Fevers, that in thole continual ones of 
the Years <^r, ^2, ^3 and 6^4, he always 
began with vomiting his Patient; nay, 
when he was called late, and underftood 
the fame had been Indicated by Nauiea 
at the firft Invafion, he made no Diffi- 
culty of adminiftering the fiimc at any 
Time of the Difeafe, even on the twelfth 
Day of Dccumbiture, if he found the Pa- 
tient had Strength to bear it. His ufoal 
Vomit was the Vinum Bened. with Oxymel 
of SquiBs^ and the compound Syrup of 
Scabious^ fix Drams of the firft and half 
an Ounce of each of the laft ; a very fuf ly 
one fiirely, in comparilbn of our much 
fafer and moft harmle(s Ifecacuhatma ; or 
had the Gentleman been acquainted with 
the Writings of HippocrateSy to which I 
fear he is a Stranger, he might have found 
many excellent Precepts relating thereto : 
As, firft, That preternatural and excremm- 
titious Humours are to be voided by ihe mefi 
ea0f and ready Parages which Nature has 
contrived for their Outlets. Thus, faith he, 
the offending Matter of the Stomach is beft 

difcharged 
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difcharged by <*v« KdS-ctpcng, i. c. Surfum ; 
tKfot of the Inteftines by the kutc^, i. c. De- 
orfum. Again, That Phlegmy whether in 
the Lungs or Stomach (as being there bred 
or heaped up in thoft Parts) is beft emptied 
by Vomiting ; whiljl the Bile contrarily, dis- 
charged into the Guts, muft be purged a^ 
way or conveyed downwards by Stool. Far- 
ther, he gives Rules as to the Sealbns of 
the Year, that Fbmiting is mojl agreeable in 
the Summer^ p^gi^g i^ the Winter^ as to 
Conftitution of Bodies, that thct Jlender 
People bear this Operation bejly yet the tabid 
ana hectical camotfufir it, for fear of ha* 
zarding their Lungs, and bringing on Ba^ 
moPtoe Of Spitting of Blood; and that in gene- 
ral thofe who are difficult to vomits are there- 
fare to be purged downrjuards. 

Thcfe, with the like Inftruftions, he 
may find even among the Aphorifms of 
the Father of Phyficfc ; and if his Vomit 
was yet harlher, n)%z. the Elkborey what 
ha#c we to fear from our Indian Root, 
which on the Account of its many excel- 
lent Properties, not fingly as an Emetick 
to cleanie the Filth of the Stomach, 
but for the gentle Revulfion made there- 
by, in many ftubborn intefiinal Fluxes, 
deferves Eulogy almoft equal to the Bark 
itfelf? ^ 

I a 'Tis 
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*Tis in this Chapter our Phyfician tells 
us^ he Jhall forbear to tnentiim the many 
Inflances of thofe who have died under their 
Operations ; but it had certainly been < as 
well for him, if he could have perfuaded 
Mr. Bradley, the Surgeon, to have left 
out of his Book, thoic Inftances of the 
two Gentlemen who died lately under the 
Operation of his Horfe Purges. What has 
happened by /intimonial Vomits, I can- 
not fay ; but I believe he cannot give 
one Inftance where the Death even of a 
Child, could be realbnably imputed to the 
taking half a Scruple of Ipecacuhanna ; or 
of any grown Perlbns, from a Scruple or 
half a Dram, efpecially direfted by a Per- 
Ibn of any tolerable Judgment or Expe- 
rience in Phyfick; before the adminiftering 
of which Remedy, 'tis leldom to much 
purpofe to order his Sal Abjinth. cum 
Sue. Limon. neither yet his Elix. Vtirioli^ 
however a good Medicine properly timed, 
much lels the TmBure of Steel with Blix. 
Proprietat. , Firft remove the flimy Filth 
that lines the villole Tunicle of the Ven- 
tricle or Stomach, which cannot io cafi- 
ly be purged downwards, or without 
raifing Ibme Difturbance in the Blood ; 
and then thele Remedies may poffibly 
take place: Befides, there can be no 
purging Medicine, unlefs the Lenients, 
which are given io the Room of Clyfters 

for 
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for the fake of Relaxation, but what will 
carry off the nutritious -as well as excre- 
mcntitious Humours, to the weakening 
oftentimes of the Patiejit's Strength, lels 
fitted to bear fuch Evacuation ; Eafy and 
gentle Vomiting on the contrary, throws 
put only what is noxious, and leaves the 
Patient ftronge'r for the moft part, at leaft 
more eafy and refrelhed thereby. But 
iiirely I need fay no more to juftify an 
Operation fo conftantly in pradife, and 
as conftantly found to be beneficial, wher^e 
«o Contraindication (as Hippocrates himfelf 
takes notice) fliall forbid. There are ma- 
ny of thefe againft Purging, but few only 
againft this Operation. 

This Gentleman has furely a very weak 
Memory ; and yet if he could forget his 
publick Declaration againft Opiates, but a 
few Lines before he direds one in the 
moft unproportionate and dangerous Dofe 
that was ever prelcribed by any Phyfi- 
cian before him 5 it is lefs wonderful wc 
jhould here find, after fomc Pages, that he 
had advilcd one of the rougheft himfelf, 
viz. the Turpethum Min. as in the Rheti- 
matifm ixiA Jaundice ; he ftiould, I fay, 
now exclaim againft Vomits in general ^ and 
very formally acquaint us that he fliall 
forbear to mention the many Inftances of 
thofe who have died under their Operation. 

13^ Difeafes 
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Difeafes of the Intejlims. 

Fjom the Stomach our Phyfician de-* 
ftends orderly to the Difeafes of the 
Guts, where he plays the Etymologifty 
giving not only their Names, but the 
Reafons alfo of thofe Names ; and thus 
the firfl:, he fays, has its Name of Duode^ 
ntttHy from its fuppofed length of twelve 
Inches ; the fecondjejunumy becaufe it is rart 
to find am Excrements therein ; he ihould 
have faid Chyle, for no Excrement li 
formed there, nor can come thither, 
unlefs the whole DtfSfus AlimerttaliSj I 
mean the Perijtaltkk Motion thereof, hap-- 
pens to be inverted, when fuch Eiccre- 
mcnt has been found thrown up by thfe 
Mouth, the Cafe of the Iliac Pajiony named 
from its terrible Symptoms, Mi/erere; tht 
third Ilium, the Seat of that Difeafe, i 
Circumvolvendo y decum the blind Gut, 
or which has only the fame Faflage wheri-* 
by the Fxces are let in, and pafs out a- 
gain i Colon ab Impediendo, (rather a xmKif 
Cavum.) This, he fays, is the Seat of 
that Difeafe called Cholera Morbus or the 
Cdlick; of the latter it may be ; but I 
diftinguifh thefe two, and belicVc that 
of the latter (as it fhould feefn by the 
inceffant bilious Vomiting) to be, if bOt 
in the Stomach itfelf, yet nearer thereto 

than 
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than the Colon: as the Duodenum^ where 
the Bile is di(cbarged, for its Admixtion 
vrith thtTdncreatick Juice, at thefc Times 
under a pr^tefnatural Fermentation j but 
this I readily fubmit. The laft he informs 
us is the Reiiimy (o called from its ftreight 
Paffage to the Anus. 

Our learned Reader will eafily perceive 
the one half of theft have their Deriva- 
tions from the Greek; tho' our learned 
Phyfician has not given the Radix Of 
either ; nor ihould he have called this 
Chapter by the Name of the Difeafes of 
the IntefiineSy which concerns little more 
than their Nomenclature^ and to which he 
fubjoins another, immediately following, 
under the fame Title of 

• 

Difeafes of the InteJIines. 

Among thcfe the frrft he gives us, h 
that of the Biack Tajfton before mentioned, 
in which there /r nothing more to be done 
than to give your Patient a Pound or a 
Pound and half of Crude Mercury or 
§luickfftver i 6c ut intrat Mefcurius, fie 
tKit Iliaca- The Colick is next, which in 
the preceding he makes the fame as the 
Cholera Morbus j for the Cure of this, you 
are to take the Powder of Rhubarb, tre- 
mor Tartar. Liquorifb and Coriander Seeds. 
If thts Pain be great, the Patient is to 

I 4 fwallow 
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fwallow the following Draught or Julep, 
I know not which, it being too big for 
the one and too little for the other^ viz. 
Black Cherry Water and Mint IVatff, cf 
each two Ounces^ firmg Cinnamon Water^ 
I know nbt how much, with twenty Drops 
of liquid Laudanum : This is to take off 
the Pain, when you may try the next, 
which however iuited to ftay the Vo- . 
miting, may very likely bring it on a- 
gain, viz. the Sal Abjintb. cum Succo Li- 
tnonumy as it is ordered Jor the ^ifeafes oj 
the Stomach. 

The laft are thofe of the ReStumy 
where we have a Recipe for flat JVorms^ 
which he moft ablurdly calls Afiarides ; 
for the Lumbricus Lotus is feated higher 
up, and is five hundred fold, I might (ay 
a thouland, longer than thefe VermicuU 
bred upon the very Verge of the Anusi^ 
and continually irritating the laid Part ; 
the Remedy is by boiling §luickJEver in Wa- 
ter (a very antient one) am throwit^ in the 
fame Clyjier-wife. 

To this Account of the flat Worms or 
Afcarides^ he immediately annexes his Gale 
of Miis Corbety which, he fays, made a 
very great Noije all over the Town ; the 
Right Honourable the Lady Louifa Berkley 
being left of* by other ^hyfciansy the Right 
Honourable the' Lady Rachel Manners, beinz 
lepojfbyher Phyficians^ Now whether Mi5 

Corbety 
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C^betj or thele Right Honourables, had 
any of thcfc flat Worms or Jfcarides^ wc 
are left in the dark ; the Dodor only tells us, 
that it was agreed m all Hands (he means 
certainly theNurfes) that he kept them alive 
feveral ^ays Imger {tho' they happened to 
die at loft) than was expe^ed by any Perfm 
about them. You fee I am rights for I iaid 
the Nurfes, who doubtlefs muft be the 
People that were thus afioniflied at the 
Dodor^s keeping away Death fb long. 

jis ftnu my Lord Irwin, the Duke of 
Rutland, and Mr. Manfell, of a Welch 
Family J who all died, of the Small- Pox^ (not 
of the flat Worms or Alcarides^ tho' the 
jAtothecofies ga^e it out (faith he) that I 
killed themy 7 deny it ; for to the beji ^ 
my Knowledge I never f aw the Face of either 
of them. 

What a goodly Train of Right Ho- 
nourables is here ? And to what a goodly 
End tacked to this ablnrd Story about 
the DifeafeS of the flrait Gut ? Let thofe 
who can find it out, determine : I muft 
own, I can fee no other than a very ridicu- 
lous Amuiement. 

I have now, tho' perhaps with too 
much hafte, for which you muft excule 
jne, ran over this Gentleman's Pra£Uce; 
and am come to his Conclulion, where, 
after he has ipent his Artillery againft 
tlje Apothecaries^ for not recommending 

faUn 



him even at a time when he would fbf- 
fer none, unlets his own, to make ap bis 
Ptefctiptlons, he gives us a Oafctmnade^- 
bout fome Miracles wronght in Gloucejler- 
pire, and ihuts up the whole with a Tragi- 
Comical Force; to which the Mountebank 
or Sham Do6ior, nor yet tht forced ^hy- 
pcian are fcarcely to be compared. 

The Patient is brought upon the Stage, 
»ot only ficfc but dying, under a hli 
Fever ; his Eyes fet in his Head, '(tho* the 
Strings not quite broke) his taw fallen, his 
Tongue direaiy black and hard, his Face 
of Indian tiyt, with round Drops thereon 
as big as !Peale ; {thefe are- the Vo£tofi d-wn 
H^ordi) and to raife ftill greater Aftonifli- 
ment, he is defcribcd every Way sis a 
Petfon truly in e:i{tremii, that ts, agonifing 
(as we iay) under. Death. The Apothe- 
cary ahd Dodor enter, doubtlefs in great 
tturry; the latter asks the former If he 

could Bleed? The Apothecary fays, yes : 

ind accordingly gets every Thing in order 
for the 'Operation; when the Dodor gives 
him & QSecial Charge to make a krge Ori- 
fice, which was done : He then enquires 
how much Blood he muft take away ? The 
Do^or anfwers him, lie could not tell. 
The Apothecary then acquaints him that 

he had already drawn off twelve Ounces j 
the Dodor bids him go on ; the Apothe- 
cary fays next he had drawn twenty i 

when 
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when the t>o6t6t obfttred fomtwhit of i. 
Fulie coming on in his Pitient: To be 
fhott, he bleeds him to Ibrty^eight or 
fifty Ounces, M need vf Mjputmg about tivd 
Ounces more or kfs mjutb a ^fiantity, "whta 
the Pea fweats Went OfiT, lOid his Fac^ 
came to its Colour. 

You are nOW to obfttve that tht tk)^(jt 
is htA idk All the while, but preparing i. 
cooi Tankard of Rhenifli WiHe, Water, 
2-cmon, but whefhet Sugar (rf mcejfarf 
Ifigredient in a cool Tdnkatd) U not meu- 
tionod, holding near thttt Quarts. He 
l-aifts the dying Man upon his Pillow, 
and gayd hitn a Pint Glafi full ; when 
immediately the fick Man began to tnore 
his Eyes tbkt btfote Were fixed as abo^e, 
^nd to cloie his fallen Jaw. He then pours 
down a touple Of Glades more, well ufr> 
derftanding he muft needs be thirfty, as 
you will hear prefently He then fixes his 
Eyes igiln, but they werfc now ujpoh the 
X)o&or, to whom holdijig out hii Hand, he 
cries out, What is it you, tnf Friend ? 
Th« Do^ot now asks him if he eould 
drink > for he had yet taken but thtee 

Pint Glaffes {jujl half of the JpO/hH). He 
anfwers, the Ocean. The Dodor, widi- 
out telling us how many more were got 
down, bids the People rub him well with 
dry Gloaths; and then asks him, how he 

finds 
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finds himlelf ? He replies^ in a ftrangecon* 
fuled Condition. 

Here we have a Paufe ; and the tragical 
Part, at leaft what • is reprefentcd very 
likely to have proved lb, ended ; the Co- 
ihedy begins, fer the dead Man of a 
fiidden flinging off the Bed Cloaths, jumps 
out of Bed, puts his Feet into his Slippers, 
calls for his Night Gown> and walking 
crofs the Room, lets himielf down in a 
two armed Chair, where he cries out, Now, 
my dear Friend, we will have one Flask 
of Claret. The Dodor fays, not fo, for 
that he will have the Flask; but you 
(faith he) muil keep dole to your cool 
Tankard. 

Thus ends the Converfation till the 
next Morning, when the Doftor coming 
to wait on him, found him in the Stable 
among bis Hories, without a Cap, hav- 
ing nothing on him but his Night Gown 
and Slippers. The Dodor asks him how 
he did ? The Patient anfwers, Never better 
in all his Life. 

Under this Paragraph in the Book I 
borrowed of a Friend, was written the fol- 
lowing Doggril, 

Sic Vit, 
Ex Orcifaucibus, Tancardofrigido, demptm. 

As 
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* As I kno^w nothing of the Cafe, I 
ihall forbear hiy Retnarks upon the fame, 
or place it in a different Light from what 
the Doftor himfelf hath put it, who ^tis ^ 
plain, believed Repktim to be the Dif- 
eale, and cmfequently that Depletion muft 
be the Remedy. I have heard you lay 
in former Days, that if a Man happens 
to take a Bottle too much over Night, 
there was nothing preferable the next 
Morning t<> a Hare of the fume Dog. 
Tho' I may differ from you herein, yet 
I verily think, had this Perfbn been my 
Patient, I fhould have obliged him with 
the Flask of Claret, he fb paffionately 
defired, as fbon as the cool Tankard, and 
might plead for the fame, this great 
Phyfician's Authority, who afferts in the 
fame place, That not to comply with Na- 
ture's CravingSy or deny a Man any Thing 
which he calls for with great J^arnefinefSy is a 
Contradi^ion to the Rules of Nature^ andntojl 
certainly wrongs p. 148. 

Sir Roger VEflrange^ if I miflafce not, 
in one of his ObfervatorSj about the latter 
Part of the Reign of King Charles \i. 
giving his Advice to a certain News*- 
Writer of the oppofite Party, fpeaks thus : 
If J faith he, your Dejign be to raifi Afto- 
nijbmenty you muft he jure to exaggerate 
every little Incident^ takim care however 
you exceed not pojftbihty of Fa0y for this will 
I ferve 
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Jhrve only to render j^our Story incred^ky and 
yourfelf ridiculous. 

Were I now to deliver my Sentiments 
fir?ely, our Phyfician feems to have gone 
a little out of the Way, or rather into 
that againft whieh this Gentleman giv^ 
the Caution •, for not only the Symptoms 
(tf ypv wilt pardon the PhrafeJ of Ueatb^ 
are drawn to the Life, but lome of the 
Ineidents, carried I fear to an Impoffi* 
bility 5 for it will be a little hard to re- 
concile how a Taw-fallen Man, a Pcrfon^ 
as the Do£J:or iays, m extremis^ could get 
down a Pint Glafi full of Liquor, i. e. 
bow the Mufcles of the Tongue, Fauces 
and Oefophage, could foriji themfelve? for 
their Office of Deglutition, whilft the 
Jaw was thus fallen ; how inftcad of a 
Pint Glafi, one Spoonful of Liquor could 
be poured down without a Drop paffing 
into the RimuU of the Larynx^ or the 
Epiglot hindering (uch an Accident at fuch 
a time, and under this Jcnlelcfs Condition 
of the Patient ; and perhaps it will be 
thought as ftrange by fome, how forty 
or fifty Ounces of Blood could be lb rea- 
dily extrafted from a Perfon thus in ex- 
tremiSy when Icarce fo many Drops at 
lome times . will run out under Syncoptic 
Difbrders. If the Pulfe was only op- 
preffed, as in Plenitude, it will rife up- 
on Ventilation ; but where there is a 

true 
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true da^^Uy hardly fb ; that there was 
faft before, this Puljhs aboUtuSy we might 
infer from the Dodor's Words, / then 
Jifcerned fbmething of a Pulfe ; however, 
this is only a little Stretch of Incident«> 
the putting totaliter in the place of par- 
tialiter, a Mode of Speech very ufual^ 
where the Admirable is chiefly aimed at, 
and of which it will be granted this Cafe 
affi)rds tis a great deal. 

Affirming or denying, or, as the com- 
mon People call it, fending and proving^ is no 
part of my Undertaking j hat I have too 
much Reaibn to believe from what has 
caiiially fallen in my Way, (I am Jure 
fwifhout feekmg the Intelligence) that there ar« 
v^ry few of our Phyfician's Admirables will 
bear the Inquifition. 

A Steward to a certain nbble Lady 
being fei^ed the iaft January with our 
cpldemick Pulmonary, or Catarrh Fever, 
lodging at his Brother's, near Aldgate^ lent 
for me, and being in very imminent Dan- 
ger, another Gentleman of the College 
was joined in Conlultation. In one of my 
Yiiits, when he was upon Recovery, he 
was telling nje of the Fever they had in 
Ghucefierfhirej where he then refided four 
or five Years a^p, which was exceeding 
fatal ; I told him, I bad been inlbrmed 
that no one died of that Fever who had 
been largely Mooded : He (aid, ' I was miC- 
I informed 
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informed, for that he knew great Num* 
bers who had been blooded within an Inch 
of their Lives, {that was his Exfreffltm) 
yet notwithft&nding died as inevitably as 
thofe who had not bled at all. 

Wheii I was a few Days (ince at Bat'- 
fin's Cofiee-houfe in Cwnhilly fitting at a 
Table in Company with Dr. Jurin^ Mr. 
John GirU Surgeon, and (everal other 
Gentlemen of the Faculty, a Perlbn 
then at the Table, told us^ that being at 
Brijiolf and well acquainted with Thomas 
Hacketty {the Terfih dipped in the Cold Wa- 
ter fw a Spotted^lFever and H£marrhage at 
the Nofe) :he was minded to iatisfy him- 
ielf in the truth of that Relation, and 
called upon this Thomas Hacketty defiriog 
to know what Sort of Fever he had upon 
him when he was plunged into the cold 
Water. To this Thomas makes anfwer, 
that it was true, he had a bleeding at Nofe, 
for which the Experiment was tried, which 
lucceeded for the prefent ; but that as to 
any Fever, People might fay what they 
pleafed, he knew of , none he had : Upon 
which the fame Perfon told him, that it 
was reported in Lmdon^ not only fb, but 
publifhed in print, that he had a very 
Malignant Spotted Fever, along with his 
Bleeding at the Nofi ; Thomas replies ftill, 
that Folks might publifh or print what 
they pleafed, but he did afTure him he bad 

no 
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fto Fever, nor any Spots, unleis fbme icarvy 
ones upon his Legs, nor was it for any 
fiich he was put into the Water ; whence 
very probably this Hemorrhage at the Noftril 
might proceed from that Icorbutick T>yf^ 
crafy in Thomaf^ Blood, (than which no* 
thing is more common) or was the Efifeft of a. 
hot fcorbutick Humour therein, of which 
our Phyfician makes a Jeft : But let it 
proceed from what Caufc fbever, whoever 
underftands upon what Rationale cold 
Bathing is founded, muft perceive that this 
was a moft ^ unlikely Way to check the 
Hanwrrhage^ which by the Heat con- 
centred, inftantly returning with greater 
Force to the Confines of the Body whence 
it was as fuddenly repelled, muft with 
the lame accelerate the Motion of the 
Blood, and endanger, as I laid but now, 
an Eruption with greater Violence than 
before. Were the Gout Story with the 
itreight Shoes to be enquired into, I doubt 
not but it would be found a Piece of the fame 
Spinning with the reft,' and taken off from 
the fame Tenters. Upon a Review then 
of the whole; as you have defired my 
Thoughts of the Performance in general, 
however I may happen to dilbblige the 
Author, yet in Juftice to the Publicfc I 
muft declare, that as the pradical part 
thereof^ is the moft abiurd, ib the hiftori- 
cal the moft romahtick I haye ever met 

K withal J 
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withal ; it may fervc to amuie the Igno- 
rant, for whom doubtleis it was intended ; 
but can never pais with Men of any tole*-- 
rable Judgment in Phyfick, or furely, one 
might imagine^ of common Underftanding. 
You fee plainly it will not go down with 
that of> 



SIR, 

London, June Touf fial Frmd dud 

the24th»i73j* 

wry humble Servant, 



D. T. 
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Q^UICKSiLVER, 

Byway of Postscript; 



HAVING gone through thePhyJid^ 
ans Legacy: I am come now to 
the iecond Task you have laid uport 
me, concerning the §^ickfiher A-la-mode; 
as you are pleasM to exprefi yourfclf ; iii 
which if I give you not the Satisfaftioii 
you niay expeft from me, you muft not 
Tcfle£t upon my want of Care and DiJ; 
ligence to colled what Intelligence I 
could get, in rektion tq the lame; but 
to the Remifhels, Indifference or Indo-. 
lence, I know not which to tall it^ of 
certain Perfons, who I cannot chuie but 
think {f(me at kaji) hzic had it in their 
Powerj to have furhilhcci me with better Ma- 
terials, upon which to have founded t more 
ufeftti and inf^rudive Account tbaii ibis I 
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lend you. I muft acknowledge there are 
feveral Gentlemen of the Faculty, havd 
been ib free as to communicate what has 
fallen under their own Obfcrvation, relating 
to our Subjeft j but the Cafes being not lb 
abfoluteiy clear and indubitable as they 
could wifli) and the Pradice novel, at leaft 
to fome of them, they are very Ihy of their 
Names being made ufe of. ^ 

On the other hand, tho' many of the 
Patients themfelves haVe been free in 
iniparting to me theirs^ with the Iflue 
thereof both good and bad ; yet before 
thj&y open, I atn ftriftly to plight my 
^aith in like manner, that they (hall 
not be brought lipon the Stage $ how- 
ever, ibm$ few you will find, and thofe of 
good Fafhion, have frankly confented there- 
unto, as believing what they communicate 
may be of Service to the Publick. 

There are yet another Sort, who hav* 
ing ran with the Multitude, and taken 
the Remedy for fbmewhat, but what, they 
Icarce knew themielves, if they have 
catched a Tartar^ as I hear one of them 
has done, viz. a fine Pair di fore Chaps, 
are afliamed of the Experiment, and it is 
by a kind of Stealth that I have come at 
the Knowledge thereof. For this Realbn 
I muft acquaint you before-hand, §iuod 
fides tuay in multis cafibus, fit perns Author 
rem. As Tmth is my folcAim in the 

Enquiry, 
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Enquiry, I promile you I will not fwcrve 
an Iota from what I know, or have Rea-i* 
Ion to believe iiich. You a3k me, if I 
have yet prelcribed the Remedy mylelf 
in Form ? And to this I rouft anfwer, that 
tho* I always comply with thole ,who 
have a ilrong Inclination for it, in Cales 
more efpecially where I think no Preju- 
dice may enfiie, yet I never write it ; 
and I'll tell you why. About the latter 
end of the laft Summer I was confulted 
by a peevilh Man labouring under a 
nervous Atrophjy attended with Cholick, 
Indigeftion, and a Loathing to all Food ; 
which his Stomach would not retain, un» 
lels for a little while^ when all was thrown 
up again. I tried him with TinB^ Sacra^ 
7tn£f. Spec, ^iambr. with hot Bath Wa- 
ter, Sal Abjinthij Draughts ; and between 
whiles a Mixture to be fupped hot of 
three Parts Aq. Cinnam. Ten. and one of 
t!he Spir. Menth. but all proving ineffec- 
tual to redify this vitiated Tone of the 
Bowels, I was difcharged, and a worthy 
Man called in, who upon Enquiry what 
had been done, and at a lois to find out 
any Thing that would better anfwer, wa^ 
minded to try the Quickfilver, and wrote 
it down accordingly^ Soon after the Pa^ 
ticnt's Death, meeting the fame Phyficiao 
in Gonfultation at another Place^ where 
Quicklily^r waiS propofed, and being mind^ 
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(cd to entertain him with the Jcft, I con-i 
(cealed my Knowledge of his being the 
Peribn concerned with my former Pa-r 
tient, and told him only that one in my 
Neighbourhood was lately dead, and that; 
it was given out (as indeed it was) that 
he had killed himlelf with §luick/dver. 
The Dodor imiled, ^nd faid, he was glad 
of that ; far had they reported that he had 
killed himy they might have pnnduced a War- 
rant under his Band for the taking of it^ 
which he Jhould not fo readily grant another 
time. I told him I knew that he was the 
Man, and congratulated him that the 
IsTeighbours of the Deceafed had been fo 
very civil to him. Now, Sir, if for the 
lame Reafon, the preventing Obloquy, I 
have hitherto figned none of the fame 
Warramts, \ dare lay you will not blam? 
me. 

You tell me, in the next Plac?, that 
the Pra£ficey unlefs in the Convolvulus^ 
where you gave a Pound at once^ and in 
an Hour's time received it all back again^ 
is unprecedented \ but I can afiiire yoq 
ptherwifc, for in King Charles the Second's 
Reign I very well remember, tho* it is; 
above fifty Years paft, a Phyfician knight- 
ed by that Prince, whole Name I ^an 
Ibmetimes recodled, though not at this 
Iqftant, encouraged it much^ whp lived 
\^tiit^ ffpm Bufinelii loIne^yhere about 

Edmonton 5 






A Dtfcourfe on ^i^kjilver. 135 

Edmmtm; and where thb Villagers aU 
round coming to conlult him, e^cially 
on their Children's Difeafes, he ad viied a 
Thimble full of Quickfilver to be given 
them every Morning for a Month; and 
when careful to obferve them in their 
Needings, they would oftentimes recover 
the fame, which being walhed, Icrved 
for the next Dole. Thus they went on, 
and in Worm Difbrders found wonderful 
Effeds : At length by ibme Childrens 
dying convuls'd that had taken it, in 
which the lanie poffibly had no Share at 
all, the Efteem thereof began to flacken, 
and fbme Months after this a Rumour 
was Ipread that a Farmer's Child, being 
fwelled monftroufly {no doubt at fuch a 
Time great jiddition was made by the Rela- 
tors of the Story) about the Mouth and 
Throat, was quickly after ftrangled or 
choaked by the fame; I fuppofe a Ptya- 
lifmifs haflily coming on, might be th^ 
Occafion, Upon which Alarm the Quick- 
filver was thrown out of Doors at once, 
and deemed no better than a Poiiba. 

Whether or no the lame Pradice was 
then carried on in hondon^ as the well- 
meaning Author of the late Trcatile on 
Mercury ieems to intimate, I know not. 
My Father's Refidence being quickly after 
fit Tottenham^ gave me the Opportunity 
pf this Jn^eli^gcncc, which I have hinted 

K 4 only 
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only to fatisfy you that this Method U 
but an old PraSice revived, and very 
probably may, from ibme Accident not 
yet brought to Light, be again dilcarded. 

When you come dole to my own Sen- 
timents, I know not What to iay to you 
little more than this, that I think verily 
the much greater Number who take it, 
may as well pour fb much Quickfilvec 
through a winding Funnel or one of tbfc 
fpiral Kind, and giving it a conflant, but 
very gentle Shake, they receive the fame 
Iboner or later, juft as it enters, in a Balbn 
placed for that purpofe at the lower Ex- 
tremity. 

A young Gentleman, whom I employ- 
ed for that End, having prepared the Sto- 
mach and Inteftines of a Bitch, and made 
a firm Ligature about the Rfcdam, poured 
in a Quantity of crude Mercury by the 
Oelbphagus, and then tying up that in 
like manner, ihook it about till it was 
paft over the Pylorus, and had entered the 
Inteftines, when laying it down he per- 
ceived it lodge at the next Angle of Inci* 
dence, where he left it for fbme Hour$; 
then ftiaking it about again, as he railed it 
a little up, it ran lower down to the next 
Gyre, as he had placed the Preparation 
on the Table in a fbmewhat declive Pot- 
fition: Here it refted again till the next 
gentle Eleyation s at laft mooring it ligbtly^ 

and 
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and lifting it ftill higher from the Table, 
he perceived the whole Mafi fallen down 
upon the Ligature, at the lower end of 
the Redum, unlefs ibme few Globules 
found afterwards upon opening the whole 
inteftinal Canal, detained by a flimy Mu-* 
cus on fome of the Valves, but not one that 
had paiTod thro' the Goats either of the 
fmaller or larger Guts. Before the Quick- 
lilver was taken out, as the Gut where it 
was lodged was held up perpendicularly, 
another Ligature was made clofe juft a->- 
bove the Superfides thereof, and in the 
Interftice a very fine pointed Needle was 
thruft through in divers Parts, when ibme 
Globules ilTued upon drawing H:he lame out, 
and immediately ftopt. After this preiling 
£xnewhat hard both above and below^ 
there fprang fb many almoft imperceptible 
lilver Threads or little Streams of the 
Quicfcfilver, whilft the Prcffure was conti- 
nued, and no longer, in the lame manner 
as when the Boys fill an Eel- Skin with 
Water, then tie it at each Extreme, and 
prick it in divers Parts with the Point of 
a fine Needle, when preffing both above 
and below, they make their Sport in Imi« 
tation of a Fountain, throwing forth the 
Water which had no Paflage before, in 
as many continued Spouts, as they had 
madePei'forations; otherwife, untying both 
Extremities^ altiho* you place it in never fb 

many 
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many Gyrations, ftill as you pour in at one 
End, raiflng the upper, it makes its Way 
direftly, not through the imperceptible Pci- 
ibrations at the Sides, btit at the lower. 

If you ask, why fhould not the Mer« 
cury enter as well as the Chyle? I can 
give you no better Realbn, than that fimi- 
lar Attradion, by which all animal Secre« 
\ tions are eafier iblved {at kaft in my Opi- 
nion) than by the Hypothefis of ipecific 
Pores to receive, and Ipecific Particles to 
enter thoie Pores. There is nothing dif- 
ficult in conceiving that the ladeal Pores 
were in the firft Formation of the Foetus 
imbued with ladeal Juice, or ibmewhat 
analogous, and confequently adapted to 
imbibe a ladieal or chylous Liquor, whilft 
they deny Admittance to others, how- 
ever fpecificated in their Make gr T^- 
ture ; if it were not lb, I cannot imagine 
how the infinitely divifible Parts of this 
Mineral, as they are reprefented, fhould 
not be as well able to enter the CaruncuLe 
Renumy as ibme groffer Salts with the Se* 
rum of the Blood, 

This Problem is prettily enough ex- 
plained by HehetiuSy who after be has 
laid down three other Opinions thereof; 
viz. Firft, That of Ferments, Secondly, 
The different Configaration of Pores. And, 
Thirdly, Their different Magnitudes : He 
Cpmcs to the Fourth/ which he fays hff 

cannot 



jfiDifcourfeon^ickfilver. 139 

cannot help embracing, viz. That Li- 
quors filtrate through fbme certain Strain^ 
ers rather than through others, becaufe 
they find thoie Strainers filled with a 
Liquor of a Nature homogeneous to their 
own. 

To difcover it, take (faith he) a piece of 
Clothy dip it firfi in OiU then in another 
VeffeU wherein JVine and Oil are mixed to^ 
get her \ the Cloth will filtrate only the Oih 
and not Juffer the JVine to pafs *. The 
lame may be faid of a piece pf Paper 
firfi: dipt in Oil, when the Particles of 
Oil only will pals through, and not Wa- 
ter, or Wine poured thereon ; but; if firft 
dipt iq Water or Wine, the Oil has no Ad- 
inittance. 

I know there is another Opinion adr 
vanced by Dr. KeiUfy from which the differ- 
ent Secretions are reconciled by the dif- 
ferent Degrees of Velocity in the Blood, 
and the Situation of the Glands more remote 
pr nearer to the Heart. Thus the finer 
Particles are fuppofed to be ftrained firft, 
jmd after, thofe of the coarfer Sort. 

To this of ours it will polfibly be ob- 
jefted, that on the foot merely oifimilar 
jittraSiiony the Particles of Mercury will in 
np form be admitted s gnd indeed in the mo- 

^ Eflajr on the Animal OEcanoi^y, + Anatomy of Hji- 
fnan Bodies' abridged^ J. X. 

dern 
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dcm Way of taking it, there may be 
Ibme difficulty, /. t. in the Aggregate or 
Mais, where though they may be foitter-^ 
cd for a little while, yet will they con- 
gregate agaih, and by the Sphericity of 
their Globules as well as their Pmdus, 
Aide lower and lower, when they are 
got over the Pylorus^ in the inteftinal 
Tube, till they make their Exit This, 
I think, muft be the Cafe of much the 
greater Number who have been with me, 
or whom I have talked with, and who 
have candidly told me, that (to ufe their 
cwn Phrafe) as they have not found thcm- 
felves one Pin the better, fo not one 
Pin the worfe ; implying, that juft as they 
took it, neither altering them, nor altered 
by them, they let it out again. But this 
is not the Cafe of all; for whether it 
makes for or againft my Opinion, I muft 
own the truth, that many even in this 
Way of taking it, have found great Be- 
nefit by it as well as Injury ; an Argu- 
ment that however it wholly pafles by, 
for the moft part, yet Ibme Particles there*- 
of, in others, find a Paffage to the Blood, 
and will fcarce ever mils doing fo, were 
it always adminiftered in the Compofi- 
tion, with which I intend prefcntly to 
acquaint you ; or as in the Preparation of 
Monfieur Bellojiy where it is fo broken 
and divided, and after fo intimately mixed 

therewith, 
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therewith, as to make ad it were one 
homogme Liquor with the Chyle, and 
therewith to have a much eafier Admittance 
to the Blood. 

As to the Subtilty of the Mercurial Ef- 
fluvia^ I am daily convinced of them, 
from the ufe of the Undion, where I find 
if the Patient is not careful to remove 
them before he begins, the Heat only 
of his Body will difiufe them through his 
Pockets, and White-wafih his Gold even 
in a Purfe therein, as well as the out- 
fide Cafe of the Watch in his f*ob. 
Twenty of thefe Pieces I received the 
laft Autumn from a Gentleman iurprized 
at the Sight, who protefted that he had 
not touched one of them with his Fingers 
in the whole time of his anointing liim- 
lelf, till thatlnftant. He pleafantly told 
me, however I might be a good Phyfician, 
I was a bad Alchymifl ; for that inftead 
of turning his Silver into Gold, I hac) 
turned his Gold into Silver. Some of 
thefe in off<»ring to the Bank were re- 
fuled, unle& I would allow Threepence a 
|nece {ot their being put into the Fire. 
But thefe EflSiuvia are furely fb far from 
being friendly, that they oftentimes a£fed 
the Nerves, and bring on Tremors ; of 
this I have known many Inflances, where 
there has been no Fire to raiie them, in 
thofe who have been conlteintly daubing 

in 
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in the Way of Fucus br othcrwlfe, witfe 
this Mineral, or fome of its Preparations* 
So that whatever Advantages our Quick-' 
filvcr Takers in the modifh Way, may rc*^ 
ceive, it cannot be furely from thefe Ef^ 
fluvia thence arifing. As to its volati- 
lizifig the Chyle whilft in the Stomach, 
or imparting fome healing Virtue, fome 
Ibvereign Baliam, by thofe volatile Parti- 
cles mixing therewith ; as I neither cant 
affirm any Thing with Certainty^ ib nei- 
ther will I deny the Poffibility of fuch ; 
altho' I muft own I am not fatisfied full^ 
about them, who have little 'Other Idea 
of this Mineral, than that of its Divifibility 
into larger and leffer Spheres, Antimmy^ 
I know, will impregnate Wine with its 
Emetic Property by a (iniple Infufion, 
and without loft of its Weight; and I 
fliall not ablblutely deny bat that Mer^ 
cury may do ibmewhat in another Way to 
the chylous Juice, efpecially by the addi- 
tional Advantage both of Heat and Mo- 
tion.- It was, ydu know, an old Pradice, 
And is continued ftill by fome, to boil it 
in Water, and give the Water both Cly- 
fter-^wife, and for common Drink to Chil- 
dren for the Worms, which I dare fay- 
will do no harm ; but We are now fpcak- 
ihg of the Globules themfelves, which 
neither by the Motion nor Heat of the' 
Stomachy will be at all times fodividedy 

. a* 
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as to prevent even the whole Aggregate, 
upon pafling the Pylorus^ coacervating a- 
gain, and drilling on in their little filver 
Rivulets tiU ftopt by the next Angle of 
Incidence, or by the jinfraBus of the 
Inteftines ; where, and poffibly in the Ca^. 
cumy they will make a Lodgment for ma- 
ny Days, I may fay Weeks, as I have 
known them, before they find their Way 
out again, and that without ever getting 
into the Blood. There are Ibme who void 
them each Day, others once in two Days, 
and that both leparate from, as well as in* 
termixed with the intefiinal Facts. There 
is fbmewhat remarkable in Mr. BradUy's^ 
Hiftory of one of his own Relations, " who^" 
^' he tells us, took an Ounce of Quick- 
" filver for nine Months daily, without 
*^ doing him cither Good or Harm ; {an 
Indication certainly that neither the groffery 
nor yet any volatile ^articles thereby ever 
got into the Blood ) " and that out 
" of fixteen Pounds he had taken in the 
*^ whole, wafhing it from the Excrement, 
«' as it came from his Body, and rclcrving 
** it in a Bottle, when they came to 
** weigh it, there wanted only one Ounce 
** and half, which he thinks was loft in the 
" wafliing f /' This old Gentleman (for 
he was upwards of Threefcore) muft have 

f See p. 29. of the Rem irks.. 
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been fttonger ia his Sphinfter than many 
much younger People I have met witb^ 
ibme of which acquaint me it wiU come 
away from them in ipight of their Teeth. 
One Gentleman fays, he had found it in 
his Shoes^ in one of which his Servant 
taking it off^ (hewed it him \ in ibme it 
flips away with a Crejntus ; Efq; GroJ^ 
^enar^ with whole Cafe I am to acquaint 
you prefcntly, told me, that perceiving 
faimlelf wet, he would at fbme times put 
his Hand up to the /inus^ and bring out a 
little Mafs of the Quickfilver in the Palm 
thereof : I once obfcrved fcveral little Glo- 
bules on the Floor of a publick Room at 
a Tavern, and asking the Drawer how it 
came there, he told me there were twa 
Gentlemen who came conftantly in a 
Morning, with their little Bottles of 
Quickfilver, which having fwallowed they 
fmoaked their Pipes, and took each a 
Gill of Wine. He could not tell, he 
laid, but that fbme of it might be feat- 
tered out of their Bottles, tho' I rather 
believed from their Backfides. Thi^ it 
is doubtlefs the Cafe of many, who think- 
ing the llemedy is working Miracles in 
the Blood, might find it in their Breeches, 
or on the Ground, if they mif): it in the 
Clofe-flool. I have heard a pleafant Story 
of a mercurial Lady, who in Dancing at a 
publick Affcmbly^ happened to let go 
6 fomc 
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fome Particles df the Quickfilver ftie had 
taken in the Morning, which fliining on 
the Floor in the midft of fo great an Il- 
lumination, like fb many little Brilliants ^ 
there were feveral ftooping down to take 
them up ; but finding themfclves deceived,^ 
it afforded Matter for much Laughter a- 
mong the Gentlemen, and Bluihing among 
the Ladies, elpecially ftie that was. moft 
concerned ; for the Cry went through the 
Room, that ibme Lady had fcattered her 
Diamonds. You may take this as you 
pleafe. Lean alTure you 'tis not my In- 
vention, being not only limply related, but 
fworn to me for Truth. 

I have one Gentleman of indilputablc 
Credit and Veracity, informs me, that 
conftantly once in three Days, within 
a few Hours of the iame time, fiinding a 
Weight upon the Sphinfter, he knows 
what is coming, and fitting on the Pot, 
as if for a Stool, dilcharges his whole five 
Ounces of Quickfilver, within a trifle 
Weigh^ for Weight, which by an Ounce 
at a tim^> Night and Morning, he had 
taken the three Days before ; but if he 
happens to ride on Horfeback, -foon after 
his difmounting, he can let out the 
Mercury he had taken either the fame 
Day, or that before : What is a little ftrange ' 
in this tridual Interval, he has regular 
Stools, two often eacli Day, without one 

L Speck 
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Speck of the Quickfilrer, which mufl 
either continue in the Stomachy lodge in 
the Gyrations of the Ileum^ or recond in 
the C£cuni\ whence being therewith im- 
plete, it breaks forth by the fame Way if 
entered, and flipping by the Excrement 
falls diredly upon the Extremity of the 
ReHum. That it may lodge Ibme Days 
in the Ventricle by its mere Fondus before 
it paidTeth over the Pylorus^ I am rather 
apt to iiirmife from the Oblervation of a 
Lady who has taken fe?eral Founds, {re 
tamen ha£tenus infeiia^ quoad levfinten ali- 
quod in difficili Anhelitu) fhe is fenfible of 
a Weight, which gradually encreafing for 
two or three Days, at ibme times longer, 
without other Inconvenience, goes off a* 
gain; in all this time fhe voids none of 
the Qaickfilver ; but that Weight wearing 
o£r> when in all likelihood the Mercury 
is turned over into the Inteftjne, Ihe is 
iiire in her next Needing (as the Gentle* 
man I mentioned but now) to dilcharge 
if not the whole, at leaft the greater 
part of what from the time of her laft 
Stool, file had taken in. This Weight, 
when at the heighth, ihe fancies to be 
like a Lump of Lead, or as if fhe had 
Iwallowed a Bullet, without which Per- 
ception, more or left, fhe is never en- 
tirely free, unlefs in the fhort Interval 
of its coming frodi her, and the time 

of 
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of taking the next T)oih. She applied 
to me for Advice, whether flic fliould 
go on ? I told her plainly, I thought flic 
had try'd it long enough, and that zk 
flic had found it had done her ho good, t 
hoped flie would have no future Caulci 
{for I think this Judgment cannot prefently be 
itfcertained) to believe it had done her any 
harm. 

Thiis fat, Sir^ you have my Sentiments 
of Quicfcfiiver taken in by the Mouth, 
and flipping out again after a fliorter or 
a longer time by the Anus^ with my 
Comparifbn of the Frima Via (as they 
are termed by Ibmc Phyficians) to r the 
crooked Funnel or the Diftiller's Worm, 
in whole Gyrations, were it to lodge fot. 
a much longer time than it has been 
reported, I cannot perfuade myfelf it 
will do any hurt ; and if it pafles not 
farther, which in the far greater part of 
thole who take it, I think it does not, 
I need not go a|>out to perfuade you, if 
it be ttot a little doubtful whether it can 
do good. To be plain, I am not yet 
fully fatisficd whether or no crude Quick- 
filver ads by any other Property thari 
that of its Penetrability and • its Pondus, 
whilfl; it retains the Sphericity of its Par- 
ticles. By the firft it is allowed capable 
of permeating the fineft Veflels ; by the 
laft tb divide the yifcid Humours therein 

L z impaded, 
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impa£ledJand to drive all Obftacles before 
it ; but ifnen will it not behove us a little 
to' coj^der alio whether or no by the 
famyTroperties, this Weight and Power 
of /renetration, it may not, as it can force 
into force open alfo the finer Ramifica- 
tions of thofe Veffels, more efpecially in 
tender Habits and broken Conftitutions, 
making Way for an Effufion of their Con- 
tents. There have been four Cafes lately 
occurred, which have rendered me a little 
dubious, whether the crude Quickfilver 
taken juft before, had not brought about 
this Effcd ; the one in an hedical Patient, 
never before liable thereto, but prefently 
after, fubjcd to a Bleeding both from 
the Lungs by the Mouth, and from the 
Brain by the Nofe. The fecond a Tradef- 
man of this City, whofe Cafe I (hall re- 
cite prefently among Ibme others, where 
the Blood Veffels of the Adnata^ wfth the 
adjoining Lymphatic ones (as Hehetius 
calls them) feemed to have been burft open 
by the Globules of the Quickfilver, as the 
Cafe was reported to me by one of the 
Gentlemen concerned, bringing on befides 
fome extraordinary Symptoms in the lower 
Belly, a mofl inveterate Ophthalmia. The 
third a poor Woman at TVefiminJieTy who 
after the taking Ibme few Ounces, voided a 
vaft Quantity of Blood by Stool. The fourth 
and lafl in a. Midwife, of whom alfo more 

will 
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"Will be faid in a proper Place, where the 
iame, in like manner, forcing open the 
Meferaicfcs, ocoafioned a very large EjQTu- 
fion into the Cavity of the Inteftines, and 
being extravalated Ibme time, was dis- 
charged in Clots; lome Pounds thereof) 
as ftie herfclf informed me, by the Fun- 
dament, without Pain as in the T>jfentery^ 
and without Hemorrhoids^ unto which flie 
had been never fubjed; nor could the 
iame arife from any prepofterous or irre- 
gular Purgation of the Menles that Way, 
as to which ftie faid Ihc was always re- 
gular. 

Thele^ Sir, are Cales worth notice fure- 
ly, as not founded upon the leali .l*reju- 
dice, but real Obfervation of Fafts lately 
prefenting. I am fure no one is a greater 
Friend to this Mineral, given in a Way 
different from this; yet ftill as Nature of- 
fers it unto us •, nor do I think taken 
any Way, or in any Quantity, that Quicfc- 
filver has any Thing deleterious therein, 
altho* Effluvia, the moft pernicious to the 
Nerves in general, may by Heat be railed 
thence. 

I will now come to fpeafc of thole, 
which, I think, are a very fmall Number 
in comparifdn of the reft, where fbme 
Particles of the Quickfilver feparated from 
the Aggregate, and turning out of the 
cpmmon Road, flip in with the Chyle, 

L 3 and 
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and by the Ladcals get into the Blood. 
That this is fad I >vant po Argument j 
tut when they are got in, and making 
their Tour therewith, which Way they 
give Relief to afthmatick People, I had, I 
think, much better acquaint you that I 
know not with any Certainty, than at- 
tempt the Solution in a Way to be laughed 
^t, leaving this as a Task fit only for the 
wonderful ^nd^wonder- working Marty who fo 
ftrenuoufly recommends it in thefe Cales, 
I will next acquaint you, that in order tq 
afTure us it does lb at ibme times, it has 
given us the undeniable Evidence of fore 
Chaps and a Salrvation, in the fame man- 
ner ^s when rubbed in by the UnBion. 
This, I know, has been denied by ibme^ 
even our Grand Majler himfelf; and we 
have heard from its Advocates that no 
more could ever be made of it, than Ibme 
fmall Heat in the Mouth, but without 
Ulceration. In this, I do aflure youjj. 
they fall Ihort of Truth ; for I have more 
than once obferved, as thorough a Sali- 
vation as by Mercurial FriStion^ I mean the 
Un5iion ufual for that End. At the time 
of penning thefe Remarks, it happenec) 
that I was called into Conlultation with 
Dr. Burton in ^over-ftreet, a Gentleman 
of the greateft Candour and Afiability, 
as great an Indagatour alfo of Mercurial 
^harrnier^y asuiylclf, i^nd the Author of a 

3 certain 
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certain Preparation thereof^ which he calls 
|iis Mercurius AlcalifatuSy compofcd of about 
|:wo Parts Ocul. Cane, with one of the 
Merc. Pruus^ as our ayEthiops Mmerak 
was at firft prepared. Her Cafe was an 
flyfterical Cholick, attended with Spafmodic 
Affedions of the whole Nervous Syftem^ 
Sometimes haralfing her with bilious Vo- 
miting; at other times moft cruelly tor* 
Curing her Bowels and Limbs with ftrong 
Convulfions 9 which having bafiSed all the 
ufual Nervous anti-hyfitrical Remedies, in 
hopes of ibme Relief fhe flew to the 
crude §^ickfilver ; having taken about Ck 
Ounces in lb many Days, withcJut Benefit, 
the Remedy {and happy doubtlefs it was for 
her) was left off; flie complained of a 
lore Mouth, of which little Notice was 
then taken ; the next Day it grew worfe^ 
and on the third, lb very tender fhe 
could not luffer a bit of Bread, however 
Ibaked in her Broth, to come into her 
Mouth; >^hich, upon Inipedion, I found 
inflamed all over the Palate, and on the 
infide of the Cheeks; the Gums turgid 
and gorged in like manner. On the next 
Day, looking farther backward, on the 
farther ^ens Molaris on the lower Man^ 
dible upoq the left Side, an Ulcer waa 
formed with a trae putrid Slough thereon, 
fpreading itfelf between the Cheek and 

Qxxvoj^ She then had fpit aboqt a VixA 
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«nd half that Morning, to the beft of mj 
ReoKmbrance ; of this the Dodor, myfelf, 
and Mr. Manky^ her Apothecary, were 
Eyc-witneffcs ; and with juft Reafon con- 
€lutled, had moxe of the Quickfilver got 
into the Blood of what Ihe had taken, or 
that had flie gone on this Way, with fomc 
others^ a few Days longer, ihe had bid as 
feir for being overfct by a Ttyalijtnus, as 
by the Diftcmper for which fhe took it. 
How this may terminate, as it is, I cannot 
&y) being fiill daily improving. 

I have given you this Example, as I 
could have done more, that ^ickfilver this 
.Way takeh as well as otherwife, let into the 
Blood, will at fome times falivate; and 
truly it is admirable to me, if it does often 
happen fb to get in, that it does not 
ioftener happen to do fb. This, I intend, 
Ihall fufSice for a general* Hiftory thereof, 
in which I have endeavoured to get the 
beft Intelligence I could procure ; but re- 
ally, Sir, between Bigotry on the one 
fide, and Prejudice, as great, on the other; 
it is not at all times eafy to come at the 
Truth. In almoft fifty icvcral Accounts, 
I have not twenty that I can pay any re- 
gard to; theCaies being fo trifling, or fb 
unfatisfadorily drawn up: Some decry it 
M a flow Foifbn, deftrudive many Ways 
to Men's Bodies ; others extol it as a moft 
W^derful Diicoyery (tho' I hareinfonned 

you 
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you it has been formerly in the fame Re« 
queft) as many Ways ftrviccable and be- 
neficial ; for tho' it was at firft cried up 
chiefly for Afthma's, the People are now 
xun mad^ and daily fwallow it for they 
know not what themielves, many of them 
out of Wantonnefi. I muft own however, 
as I don't think the better of it on Account 
of the Quarter whence ft comes recom- 
mended, ib neither will I think the worfc ; ' 
if I am prejudiced againft . the Man, I 
can aifure you it is upon no other Account 
whatfoever, than that of the Boldnelf of 
his Pradice in general, and the dangerous 
Coniequences that muft unavoidably at 
fome times attend t^e fame. I need refer 
to no other than his Diagrediate EUBuary 
taken by Spoonfuls, and his Opiate powder ; 
the laft of which, altho' he has raihly, 
and as it were at random, without any Cal- 
culation entered in form ; I would chari- 
tably hope he never gave it to any in 
the Dole he has direded, and fliould be 
glad to hear upon farther Cpnfideration, 
that he would reftify however that one 
Miftake in the Quantity of the Opium, for 
fear his Countrymen, inftead of an expeded 
light Nap, ftiould have their final G^ui- 
etus. Is it not a little aftoniihing, think 
you, that a Gentleman of Trinity-Collegey 
gs he names himfelf *, ihould tell us in 

* Encoxniuxn argenti yivi, /. 44, 
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print, that the Book which has brought 
Qutcl^lver into Fbgue, (hews the Author to 
be an honefty undemanding Man ; and that 
he has wrote it with a very commendable 
Defign: As to all which, I ihall only fay, 
that I have nothing to do with that Gen- 
tleman's Honefty, tho' he feems, in ibiqo 
degree, to have arraigned it himfelf, in ac- 
knowledging at the lafty that he has not 
been juft to the Apothecaries (as^ every 
honeft Man (hould and ought to be) in 
taking their Patients away from them, 
and carrying them to a Creature of his 
own * J but that for the time to come 
every one who (hall pleafe to eonfult 
him, fliall have this great Privilege of 
employing their own Apothecary. A 
Condefcenfion furely this ! I hope the Gcn-f 
tlemen will acknowledge his Favour. His 
Underftanding in Phyfick is beft feen by 
bis Definitions of thoie Dileafes upon 
which he writes; the Rationale he has 
formed thence, and the Method he lays 
down to anfwer even his own Yhy/ical 
Indications. His Judgment in compound- 
ing Medicines, will be alfo beft taken 
from Ibme of thofe he has let down j of 
which enough already : And, laftly, as tp 
his Defign, this alfb will appear as plain 
from his Attempt to depreciate all other 

» See the J\r, B. at the Clpfc of tte Legacy. 
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Gentlemen^ even the greateft and moil 
learned of the College ; and having leeQ 
more Parts of the World than aU of them 
together*, to exalt himlelf above them 
^11^ as having thereby picked u^ (at leaft 
he would perfuade them fo) more ICnow- 
ledge than all of them together alio. 

Whatever oyxt Cantabrigian may believe 
to the contrary, I can auure him, as be^- 
fore, no Man has a better Opinion of this 
Mineral than myfelf, tho' in a different 
Way taken i being always ready to think, 
that Nature has provided us with fomc 
better Remedies than Art, which under 
the Pretext of improving, often ipoils 
them ; of which we have Demonftratioa 
not only in this but other Minerals ; as 
Iron, Antimony, native Cinnabar^ and 
others poflibly, of whole Virtues, at leaft 
yet a while, we know but little. Among 
vegetables more particularly, we may in- 
ftance in the C&rtex PeruvianuSy which 
it will be granted, where the Stomach can 
bear it^ is more eflSicacious than any of 
its Preparations; and certainly, the leis 
compounded the Remedy, provided the 
few Ingredients are rightly adapted to the 
Diftemper, the more likelihood of Suc- 
(:efs« This Gentleman therefqre might 
havf fpared his Refledion upon my 

f FU. Jntn)du£t|(» to the Lmcy. 
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Condud in the laft Edition of my Syphilis^ 
to Monfieur Bellofley with whofc Pill I 
never found fault, for I know it to be a 
very good one ; tho' I ftiould, I muft own, 
have had an equal Efteem for the Au- 
thor, had he not carried its G)mAenda- 
tion beyond its Bounds/ I have oblerved 
it oftentimes, to be the. very great Unhap- 
pinels of Phyfical Writers, that being JMa- 
fters of a good Remedy, they would im- 
pofc it upon the World as Ibmewhat that 
is infallible ; they are fure to let us know 
at all times where it has fucceeded, but con- 
ceal from us all thole Cafes where it did not 
anfwer. I doubt not but Bellofte has given 
us a very juft and honeft Account in the 
Recital of his Cales; but furely he had 
pot been the lels fo, had he given us 
alio to underftand that he had been at 
Ibme times fruftrated in his expeftation; 
as every Man will find himfelf, who makes 
ufe of his individual Pill, in many as pa- 
rallel Cales as are to be met with, on 
which to make the Experiment. What 
you may do, I cannot lay, but I fhall 
ever prize that Medicine that will anfwer 
three times in four ; nay, were it one half, 
on thole I tried it, or where it carried 
Probability of Succefs 3 and he who keeps 
a faithful Regifter of praftical Experiments, 
will {lamfurehejhould) inform U5, as well 
Qn one Side as the other. 

I neycr 
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I never then found fault with his Me- 
dicine, but with making a Secret thereof^ 
at leaft ib far as he is able> and that in 
Contradidion to a Promife of divulging 
it. You know, dear Sir, I have been all 
my Life-time an Enemy to thefe No-^ 
Jirums^ being the Bane of Phyfick, the 
very Nurfery of Quacks, who under fuch 
Pretence, arc confiantly amufing and abu- 
fing the People. I am fure whatever others 
may do, I ihall never keep a Secret ia 
Phyfick, being beft pleafed when I have 
any Thing to communicate that is worth 
the Acceptance of the Publicfc. The more 
Hands a good Remedy is lodged in, the 
more Good will accrue thereby. The 
Rich, it is granted, may purchafe a Nth 
ftrum^ and poffibl.y may be cheated under 
that Cover, when the Poor cannot fo eafily 
come at it ; and as none of us were born 
for ourfelves, let us do what Good we 
can, and upon the eafief); Terms alfb to 
our indigent Neighbours, before we are re- 
moved hence. 

If Monficur Bellojie in his Life-time, or 
his Affigns^ fince his Death, endeavour 
to perliiade us, that Nobody bcfides them- 
Iclvcs, knows how to mix crude Quick- 
filver with iome purging Ingredients, 
and to incorporate the fame into a Pill, 
they ought to be convinced of their Mi- 
ftake \ and I caa aflure our Pharmaceutical 

Gentlemen, 
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Gentlemen, if they will but take the ianid 
Pains in rciduclng the Quickfilver by the 
help of a little Turpentine, into as fine 
Moleculie^ as Belbfte^s Compounder has done^ 
and after as thoroughly incorporate the 
fame, with the purging Ingredients, as I 
have already obferved, will have, though 
not perhaps Bellojie's Individual, yet a Pill 
tha£ in all Refpeds comes up to it in its 
Virtues ; half a Dram of Turpentine, they 
tell me, which is my common Propor-^ 
tion, well laboured, will invifcate two 
Drams of the Argentum vivum^ and in 
warm Weather, or where the Pil Coch* 
is ibft, will Ibmetimes require a little 
Crabs Eyes, or other Powder, to give the 
proper Confiftence. Altho' the purging 
Part hereof is very inconfiderable, yet by 
taking one Pill only Night and Morn- 
ing, after the firft two Days, it will give 
two or three Stools a Day, eafily and 
pleafantly, without Gripes or Sicknefs. 

Inftead of Turpentine, difagreeable to 
fbme, and to prevent any Sufpicion in the 
Family by the Smell of the Chamber-pot, 
I Ibmetimes order it to be rubbed with a 
little Syrup, till it is entirely loft, fuch as 
the Syr. Limon. Aurant. vel de Spina Cerv. 
BeUofte's is more loaded with Purgatives, 
and for that Realbn lefs liable to affed thef 
Mouth; but if thefe were wholly omit- 
ted, where the Remedy is given purely 

altieratirely^ 
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alterativcjy, it will do as well, as in Dt. 
Burton's Mercurius Alkalifatus. But then, 
as I faid before, it will be more apt t<* 
heat the Mouth, as he ibmetimes obferves 
it, than when prevented by the Purgative 
intermixt, tho^ now alfo it will at Ibme . 
time^have that EfFeft. After fix only of 
my Pills (pardon the Exmjfiony for they 
Jball be yours^ and any Man's that wiU try 
them) given to a young Woman chancred 
and full of y^p/^/»wx Eruptions, flic com- 
plained of her Gums fwelling and being 
fore 5 I advifed her to go on, and after fix 
more, finding her Mouth a little floughed^ 
her Tongue alfo covered with the' white , 
MucuSy I prevailed for her going farther 
on, keeping her Throat warm, and herlelf 
alfo dole in her Chamber, till fiie had 
taken fix more, by one only in a Day; 
to which, finding the Scabs falling off, and 
her Ulcers healing, flie was reconciled, and 
kept under the Salivatim for above three 
Weeks, whereby I told her I fiiould be 
better able to warrant her Cure than 
without this Accideht I might have been^ 
Mr. Bellojle lays, he never met with more 
than one fuch, altho' he had given his Pill 
for many Months together ; but I am fully 
iatisfied, were his more Purgative than it 
is, this Surv^nient will not at all Times> 
and in ^all Conftitutions, be thereby pre-- 
vented. 

In 
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In the Pharmacopeia Argentafrattnfisy or 
the Strasburgh ^ifpenfatory ^ ^you will 
find the following Pill * ^ which goes 
under the Name of Bellofte's Pill, among 
ibme of our Phyficians^ and with fome 
Foreigners ; but I am fatisfied they are un- 
der a Miftake ; the Form runs thus under 
the following Title : 

Pilula Mercuridles cum Argento vivo. 

5£. Troch. Alhandal. Diagred: Sulphurati 
fulv. Jalappay Argmti vivi ana ^j. Terebinth, 
iff. m. 

Inferviunt (ut mquit Autor) prafertim 
in morbis Venereis. Dentur ad dj. vel 
ad 9y. 

If you now come to the Vo&logyy as 
they compute themfelves, each Dram con- 
tains equal Parts of the Quickfilver with 
each of the three Purgatives^ or ten Grains 
each in every Dram ; io that the Pur- 
gatives are three Times more than the 
Quickfilver, of which in the leaft Dole 
you have little more than three Grains of 
the Hydrargirum^ in the higheft, about 
fix, which is fiiort of what is contained 
in one of Bellojle's Pills. I reckon au. of 
Quickfilyer to each of mine, where the 

• Oaf. xvi 
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Compofition, {viz. Mercury^ two Drams^ 
Tereb. & PiL Coch. Min. ana 56.) is made 
into twelve with about five Grains of the 
Aloes, Scammony, Colocynth and Turpen- 
tine together, in each. Each Pill of mine 
thus divided weighs exadly fifteen Grains ; 
each of Bellofte's ib much more, the one 
half of which is Quickfilver, the other Pur- 
gatives for the moft part. <As to this, 
every pne may ufe his Pleafurc. In Dropfic3, 
humoral Tumours, or thofe cold ones 
which we call congefted 5 alio in glandu- 
lar Obftruftions, I give it exadly as Bellofte^ 
near one half Purgative ; but in Venereal 
fDiforderSy in which I have made the moft 
Trials of it, I dired as above mentioned ; 
and where the Symptoms are fcvere, as 
in Tophs ^QxJ^oA^s^ Chancres or Gummi's j 
if I can't perfuadc them to falivate, I 
Iweat my Patient for an Hour, either 
Night or Morning (as beft fuits them) 
after the Pill, with a Pint of the Lixivium 
Ligni Guajaciy drank hot upon it ; in 
the milder Species they obferve no JR^- 
gifnen ; but go about their Affairs as 
ufual. 

I hope, Sir, I am not deviating frt>m 
my Subjed, whilft I am laying down 
thefe Oblcrvationa ; but I muft now re- 
turn to take leave of my Gentleman of 
Trinity, whom it feems I have offended 
by entering a Proteft againft Giuackery^ 

M and 
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and calling Bellofte's Pill by a hard Name, 
a Piece of vile Empiricifm^ related to that ' 

of his Countryman M n^j, at this time 

with us *. This, he thinks, is harflt ; but - 
if he plcafcth to confider the Advice he 
immediately fabjoins, that the Way to dif* 
countenance thefe Pretenders to Nojhums, is 
not by harjh Exprejfions^ which are eajily 
given on botk^SideSy but with the Certainty, 
4be Expedition and the Cheapmfs of our 
Pra^icc'fi he could not, I lay, be igno- 
rant that as to the laft part, the v^ry 
Defign of thele Pretences is to make a 
Property thereof, by letting five, perhaps 
ten times the Value they ought to do up- 
on the fame, which is. a little contra- 
didory to this cheap Pradicc. In the 
ioregoing Page, he is pleafed to remark, 
that I have not. f aid one Word to the Point 
in Quefiion -, wloich he humbly apprehends to be 
the Truth or Falfiiy of the Fam he has laid 
down therein ; as to this I never, underftood 
that there was any Point in Qneftion be- 
tween Bello/te and myfelf, unlels that of 
the Arcanum. I never once difputed his 
Fads, tho' I am ,peifuaded his Pill, be 
it never io much better thaii what I have 
here laid down, has more than ,once been 
given without the iamc Succefs. This I 



♦ See ray Praftical Differtion, 4th Edit. p. 1 70. 
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tth fully latisfied of, from the Trials I 
mylclf have made with the fame^ as well 
t)cfore, as after I had given niy own. 
Whether or no his Solution of the Modus 
of the Operation of Quickfilver, given di- 
Verily, which the Gentleman Jays I have 
found fault withal, be fb very latisfaftory, 
do you judge by what follows. 

*' When Mercury is taktn by the Mouth 
*^ (as in his Pill) it is mixed with the Chyle, 
*' at leaft its volatile Particles, {what thefe 
are^ or whether any fuch fly off to be fa 
miDced^ is with fome difputabU) *' and moves 
'* naturally with the Blood, raifing no 
" Dilbrder thereh^j He forgets that it may 
^^ falivate^ however rarely ; vfhcK^is^ faith he^ 
^' When it is rubbed into the Skin, and 
•* enters the Blood- Veffels that Way, its 
Tendency is quite reverfe to the Blood's 
Motion, which it checks or puts a ftop 
*^ to, like a Dam to the Current of a 
*^ River, malting it overflow its Banks j** 
and now great Diforders muji happen, 
thoughy I think, we have heard of no other 
Inundation than that of Lymph or Saliva 
thereby produced in the Microcofm-^ " be- 
*^ fides, in this Way it may get into the 
^* nervous Filaments of jhe Skiii, apd oc- 
** cafion Palf^s *. 

. * Hofpital Siu:geon, Part t\ 
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As to all which, it is certain that the 
fame Remedy conveyed ^^t once to the 
Blood unmixt with other Xiquors, will ne- 
ceflarily JifFeft it in a Way quite different 
from that, where it is blended or incor- 
jx)rated with a compounded Juice, fuch as 
the Chyle, with which it makes feveral . 
Tours through the Body, being leifurely 
together with the chylous Liquor, pour- 
ed into the Subclavian, to be mixed with 
the Blood. 

This is more manifeft in our injefting 
Liquors, which come ftill more direftly 
to the fame, how linall a Quantity of 
fbme of thele, this Way adminiftered, will 
prove deadly ? when a much larger diluted 
with other Liquor, and mixed with the 
Remains of our Aliments, whether Meat 
or Drink, now blended w^ith the other 
Juices in our Stomachs, and conveyed 
therewith into the Blood- Veffels, (unlefs 
Jome caujlick SaltSy which prey inimediately on 
the Coats of the Stomach) will induce there- 
in very little Alteration. 

But this Difference furely needs not that 
romantic Rationale of the former Run- 
ning againft, the other with the Current ; 
for Liquors thus injected muft follow or 
go 'with the Current, or elle they cannot 
be thi;own in at all. The Difference then 
is only this; the one comes immediately 
ox dircftly with its full Force and Energy, 
; unmixt. 
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unmixc^ into the very Bofbm, as we may 
iay, of the Blood; the other mediately, 
altered in its Texture by means of other 
Juices therewith incorporate, and confe- 
quently iuch Force quite broken. 

Tho' this is no Step to the unfolding a 
Mercurial Ptyalijm by the Un£iim, it will 
however explicate the DifFerencc of the 
lame Remedy, dijBferently adminiftered, 
without raifing of Dams or Inundations. 

The Marquis de Rivorele *, fas] he gives 
the Account himfelf) thinking to put 
him to his Trumps, attacks him thus : 
** You aflert, laith this Nobleman, that 
" crude Mercury is communicated to the 
** Blood and Liquors, and yet as Toon as 
^* it gets into the Stomach, mixed and in. 
^* corporated with your Pills, they are 
^' diffolved, the Mercury then quitting 
** the Ingredients with which it was 
*^ blended, all its divided Particles will 
*^ reunite and form a Globe, which can- 
*^ not remain long in the Stomach, but 
** pafling the Pylorus^ enters the Inteftines, 
" and is dilchargcd by the Anus. So 
*' that none of this Mercury can be com- 
" municated to thole Liquors by the 
*' Lafteals. 

To this, faith our Philofbpher, I re- 
plied, That the Tills are foon dijfolved bj 

* Hofpital Surgeon, Part 2. p. 80^ » '- ' * 

M 3 the 
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the Humidity af the Stomachy and^the warm 
Liquor in which they are dijjahed ; hit 
then it imft hkewife be taken into Cof^^ 
deration, that the Merfurj is very minute-^ 
ly divided tn the Tills i and that during 
tkis Viffolmion is perfortnwg^ the J)egree 
§f fJeat which is in the Stomach, is ex- 
M^ly fpfficient to elevate a fort of little 
Clouds of the more volatile Particles of th0 
Mercury y they quit the Sufffiance that with- 
holds theWy and infinuate themfehes with, 
eaje and fpeed^ into fhe Orifices of the Lac* 
Uals^ whofe Figure is eya0ly adapted t^ 
receive them ; thus are they carryed into 
the Blood f and accompany it in its Circu- 
lation. 

The Proof that this is Fad, is as idle 
as the Afluinption of its being thu? 
brought about Whether thi^ Theory of 
volatile T articles, ^ adapted Heaty and adapts 
ed Figures, took with the Marquis, I know 
not; but I think it could not with s^ny 
very curious Enquirer; for h?re ?ire two 
Preliminaries taken upon truft, and which 
cannot readily be granted. Firft, That Na-^ 
^ure has kindled juft fuch a Degree of Heal: 
in the Stomach, as is exa^ly fuificient tq 
elevate this little Cloud of volatile Par- 
ticles, arifing from the mercurial Globules : 
And, ftcondly, That flie has adapted the 
Orifices of the Ladeals to the Figure of 
theie volatile Particles. 

But 
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But if wc cnqjtiirc how thcfe Clouds 
arc to get into the Ladcals, I think he 
muft be at a lofs to give us Satisfadion ; 
indeed his Thefis will be ipoilcd, fliould 
wc deny there are any fuch. Thefe 
Clouds, if there be fiich, muft be otily 
made up of Steams or Vapours, which, 
' like others, muft have their Motus tantum 
Afcmjidnis.; and if they pafi not off by 
the Oefophagej they will condcnfe on the 
upper Part oif the Ventricle^ and rever- 
berate whence they arolc. Now fince there 
arc no LaAeals in the Stomach, it will 
not be eafy for them to get to thofe in 
the ^uodenum^ unlcls Nature has alio con- 
trived fome Vent hole, whereby at their 
firft riling they may 'be invited over the 
Pylorus y zn^ then ftrike againft the Pores 
of thofe Lafteals, thus adapted to them* 

The like Mcchanifm this Gentleman 
has contrived to account for the Para- 
lyfis of the Miners, ^'ho living long in thefe 
fubterraneous Caverns^ are forced to draw 
-in conftantty an Air loaded with mercurial 
Steams ^j thefe condenfing on the upper part 
of the Cranium^ and having no Fentj fall back 
again in' little fHver Spherules upon the Bafe 
of the Cranium^ where accumulating^ that 
is, riling above the Sphanoides^ the Cella 
Turcica^ to the Ethmoides, they comprefs the 
Nerves at their Jevtral Originations and 
bring on Tally. ' 

M 4 Thus^ 
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Thus you have a Bain. Mar. in the 
Stomach, with an Akmbick in the Head, 
which icem to me Ibmewhat of Kin to 
the Antients Deliramenta Catarrhi: I 
might add, a Sublimatory below, for there 
is nothing more common with this Au- 
thor than to tell us of the Mercury fub- 
liming to the Mouth : But before I Ipeafc to 
this, I think this Nobleman's Queftidn might 
have been better relblved, by laying only, 
that upon the Solution which is leifurely 
made, not in one part only but in a great 
many of the Stomach, whilft the Pills 
with the Contents of the faid Part are 
always in Motion and Ihifting Places, the 
Minima Mercurialia being as gradually 
•loofened from what bound them together, 
and ftill toflcd about with the Chyk, it 
ivill be almoft impoffibl^, even for . any 
two Particles, were their mutual Attrac- 
tion much greater than it fis, under this 
Confufion, to unite, much lels the whole 
to ^oacervate, and form onp Qlobe, as 
the Marquis exprejfeth it\ but being niade.one, 
as it were with the chylous Juice, it wi^l 
pais of Courle therewith, firftof all into the 
iacleals, thence into the Blood, and after 
that into thofe VelTels where the Glqbulesfrf 
the Blood itfelf are not admi^tt^J, .1 «?can 
the Lymphatic, where and m, i^ljeOlandf, 
from whence they arile, and iri wJiich they 
terminate, I believe it excVcirc^h'it^^. prin- 
cipal Vertues. r- ' Tbi«, 
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This, Sir, is truly my Opinion of ^i(k* 
fiver thus * adminiftered, and which I 
therefore iijifinitely prefer to that of fwal- 
lowin^ it in a Ma(s undivided, from 
whence, however others may, I have not * 
yet heard of any one venereal Patient a- 
\mong thoXb^whom.I have known to have 
taken it upon, that Account alio, who 
have been benefitted thereby. In the firft 
Way I am apt to think that as fcarce one 
Minimum is fliut out of the Ladeals, fb in 
. the laft, we are not fure that one will be 
iet in ; and if the Chyle receives no 
V Vertue therefrom whilft it lies in the bottom 
of the Stomach, (as we may conjcdure from 
its great Weight) fictrnxatim^ which whe- 
ther It does or no, is with fome a little 
doubtful ; it will then, I think, commu- 
nicate very little, by its Ihorter ftay in 
the fniall Guts, or before it glides down 
to the greater, in order to difcharge itfclf 
;at the Aniii\ I muft not fay. this is the 
Cafe of all, for in that I ihould Ipeak 
untruly \ but, I think, I may of all thofe 
-who take it, {jznd who mah the much 
* greater Number of thofe whit have applied 
to mey or to whom I have applied for my 
own SatisfaBion ; thofe^ I meattj who have 
taken many Pounds) and 4s they have found 
no Benefit, fo Ukewife fome no Hurt as yet 
a whiloTrom the fame. I am informed by 
a young Phyfician, who for fome time 
paft hap giyen conftant Attendance there, 

that 
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that large Quantities of this Mineral have 
been given in the Holpital to their Afih- 
matick 'Patient s^ but with fo little En- 
eouiagemerit, that it beglnis to be laid 
afide. 

This, I fay once more, is my Opinion 
of Quic^kfilver, thus artfully -prepared by 
iimple Trituration ; and tho' X believe the 
alcalifated Mercury, {the Labour tf two or 
three Days) to be a good Medicine, yet I am 
perfuaded this gentle Way df IPrirgin^g per 
imK^a-iVy by this Quickfilver Pill {which 
may be perfedied in a third Part of Jo many 
Hours) to be the better of the two ; and 
iincc we find it has ib cafy an Admittance 
into the Blood along ^with the chylous 
Juice, and is able to permeate the whole 
glandular Compages, running round with 
the Lymph, I muft deeiti it therefore 
6ne ol the beft glandular Deobftruents 
we arc Matters of; and confequently as 
glandular Obftrudions lay the Foundation 
of moft, if not all ^ out chronical Diftem- 
pers, it will therefore in all likelihood 
be found the moft generally ufeful and 
beneficial to Mankind, which is more than 
I can fay yet a while (/ hope the Advo- 
cates will pardon my Freedom) of the un- 
divided Mais taken in the common Way 
as now pradifed; which were it to get 
into the Blood, in the fame Quantity it 
enters the Stomach, I Ihould fear the fame 
Efieds, {pojfibh without Foundation) if not 

in 
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In a mvich higher Degree, which enfue its 
Admittance thereinto by the Pores. % 
hope therefore for the fal$:e of my Coon* 
trymen, (with nvhom^ I thinky the fame is 
chiefly in Fajhim) the Takers of 'Quick-. 
(ilyer, there witl nothing pais the La£leab 
but its yplatilc P^rts, its GafSy &aU |> 
name it, or ifes Balfam ; Thofe little 
Clouds^ as Bellofte calls them, railed by 
an exatS: Degree of Heat, and fitted a« 
cxaftly to the Pores of the faid Vefldb, 
and yet of thdc I am vory doubtful ; al* 
tho' without admitting Ibme iiich, or Ibme 
at leaft of the iiibftantial Globules getting 
an Admittance (which they do-moft cer- 
tainly at Ibme times) there will be no 
reconciling the Recoveries of Aflhmaticks^ 
-with Ibme others ; mpch leis the ^layering 
of Ibme few thereby, when the Remedy 
fublimes^ they fay, to the Mouth ; as if 
th^re wpre any fuch Heat in the Blood, 
as co^ild fen4 up thele mercoria;! Atoms 
to the Head. Were it fo, doubtlefs the 
Brain and whole Genus Kervofnm muft 
be afifeded, after the fame manner as our 
GilderSy Colour Grinders^ Plumbers, and 
other Artificers, dealing with the Fumes 
thereof, thus raifed by Fire. To talk 
therefore of the Quickfilyer thus fub^ 
liming, if we mean other than its fid* 
lowing the natural Courlfe of the Lym- 
pha to its iecretory Glandules in tbolc 
Iparts, 19 mifajpplying 9, cbytnical Term ; 

*a4 
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and with like Propriety we may talk of 
the Blood itfclf fubliming to the Heart 
by the Vena Cava, or to the Head by 
the cervical Arteries. If when the Par- 
ticles of the Mercury having taken up 
fome Acids in their palling of the lympha- 
tick VeflelSy as in the Salivation, whether 
accidental or defigned, and conveying the 
iame along with them to thefe Parts, 
not only burft open the excretory Du£b 
of the falival Glands, but exculcerate 
the whole Lining of the Fauces ; if 
this, I fay, is to be called a Sublimation 
of Mercury, then furely when it fei2;eth 
upon thofe of the Inteftines,. which is 
very common at the beginning, producing 
Xormina with Py [enteric fluxes ; this, with 
as goodHeafon, may be termed its Pr^- 
cipitfition. I have only hinted this, as a 
Caution that we do not borrow Terms 
which belong not to thefe Effeds, but 
which are naturally brought about, and 
. more obviovifly explained by Laws efta- 
bliihed in the animal Oeconomy. I can- 
not fay, but that I may formerly have 
been tardy this Way myfelf, and if I 
have, do freely own myfelf guilty of aa 
Error. 

If you exped in this Place a tnechanical 
Account either of the Principles or Pro- 
perties, as a Remedy, with the Modus, of 
ading as fuch, in the human Frame, of 
this Mineral, you will be difappointed ; 

^ for 
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for I pretend to little other Knowledge 
of the firft than the Exility and exceeding 
Subtilty of its Parts, each of which how 
fiiie Ibever, can, when divided, like other 
Matter of that Figure, be never brought 
into two Hemifpheres, but muft continue 
two lefler Spheres i 'tis by this Figure that 
it is capable of exercifing one of its Pro- 
perties, viz. permeating the Veffels, and 
opening their Obftrudions. How it breaks 
the Points of Acids at one time, and aflb- 
ciates itielf with chem at another ; I 
muft refer you to Monfieur Bellofle j it 
iiiffices me to know that both Ways it 
is a good Scourer of the Glandules all over 
the Body, not omitting even thole on the 
Surface, I mean the Cutaneims ; for in the 
Diieafes of thelc Parts, whether Leprous^ 
as I faid formerly, Scorbutic or Kmereal^ in 
the Herpes or Serpigo j ImpetigOy Tforay Scabies j 
or the common Pruritus^ two Drains of 
Qiuickfilver, as given in my Compofition, 
has fomctimes done more Service than ma- 
ny Ounces, I might fay Pounds of o^- 
thiopSt in deftroying the Salts, or by atte- 
nuating the vifcid Lymph that detains 
them, making Way for their Tranfpiration 
through the Pores. In glandular Qb- 
ftrudions of the Mefentery, I have told 
you, as in fcirrhous Tumours upon the 
Vilcera, hindering their due Secretions, as 
well as the Diftribution of Nourifliment 
to the icveral Parts, I dare fay it will be 
^T 7 found 
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found tD anfwcr even beyond a Courfc o^ 
ChalyfUatSy, the more ufual Prcfcriptions : 
I nright hav^ added whilft I was mcntiani* 
irig the cutaneous Defilements, that in the 
Gutta Rofdcea, where the Tubercula were 
not too much indurated, I have known 
it lerviceable* How far it will fucceed 
in ibxnc of the worflr of our Glandular 
^Jfeafex^ particularly the Struma^ as Bel* 
lojte informs you-, with me it has not 
aflfwcred, tfao' I have made fcycral Trials 
fHereof: 

As .to cncyfted Tumours, fuch as the 
Atheromay Shattma and Meliceris^ much 
left th^^arcpmatouSj however it happens, 
I have, found as little Bfcnefit, tho^ that 
Gentleman takes notice of fome vaft in-^ 
darated Tumours which it brought to Sup- 
puration; had it reiblved them, I fliould 
have been more ready to* have alcribed 
that to the Remedy 5 for the Tumour might 
have fuppurated under the Ailiftance of 
ibme maturating Cataplafm,. or by the 
Strength of Nature, whether his Pill had 
been given or not j at leaft we don't find 
purging. Medicines of any kind, however 
proper to promote Relblution, yet not 
to forward the making of Matter, or 
ripening an Apofteme j but the Particles 
of the MercJury at thefe times, he tells 
us, firft open the Tubes, divide and'fbften 
the impafted Humours, and* then turn 
fome Pirts of them into Matter, whilft 

others 
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others arc carry'd ' clF by Stool at the 
fame time* Be this as it will^ the Cure 
ibcceoded under the confbant Ufe of the 
Pill, and therefore the fame {perhaps de^ 
fervedly aljo) had the Credit % thereof ; 
but as to Venereal Cafes, I muft deem it 
not only the bcft of the Mercurial Pre- 
parations, but the beft Remedy we have for 
them J and if our Patients of this Sort, 
would apply more early, I mean, before 
the Bones under their Nodes were caria- 
ted, I verily think from Ibmc Examples 
I could produce, there are many of them 
might be cured without Salivati6n 5 which 
would be, I. am ^ fure, an ineftimable Be- 
nefit to thcie, who have not the Oppor- 
tunity of Retirement, unleis to their ex- 
ceeding Detriment, and at the hazard of 
their Reputation ; many Scores of thefe 
People have been with me; and when I 
tell them I cannot warrant their Cure 
unleis by Salivation, the Wealthy have 
ran away to AT-— — w, and the middling 
Sort of late to BeUefte's Pill 5 others a- 
gain to the Friction Man at the other 
End of the Town ; when fome have re- 
turned Ibme Weeks after, to acquaint me, 
they have got their Cures without Flux- 
ing. Tho' this is the Lot of Ibme, yet I 
have had others of them after the fruitleft 
Experiments of each of thefe, whom I 
have been obliged tqlay down at laft j how- 
erer^ whilft I am m Pia^e^ I jhall not, I 

7 think. 
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think) for the time to come, lb readily 
part with a Man of Credit, whom I can- 
not prevail upoa for Recefi in the other 
Way, without firlt trying as good a Re- 
medy {I mean my Pill) as M n\ or 

Bellofie's either. 

Whilft thefc Sheets were fupervifiug 
for the Prefsj I had a young Lady brought 
ine, in Company with her Husband, who 
bad infeded her ; as alfb their Apothe- 
cary, from whom I had a Hint that I 
was only to fatisfy myfelf about the • 
Symptoms, without letting her know the 
Nature of her Malady. She had received 
the Injury about nine Months, had a 
Node rifing upon the Os Frontis^ with ano^ 
ther on one of her Shins, as aifo no^ur- 
ml Headachy flic had formerly been chan- 
cred below 5 but thefe were dried away 
by the Cinnabar Fume, which the Apo- 
thecary had diredcd her Nurle in the ufe 
ofi and by fome Doles o( Cabmelanos v/hich 
he had given her. 

Having iatisfied myftlf of her Cafe, I 
acquainted her I would direft her Apo- 
thecary what fliould be done ior her Re- 
lief j the next Morning he came along with 
the Husband, whom 1 told I was appre- 
henfive Ihe could not be iet right, or 
freed entirely from the Difcafc without 
Confinement, under the fpitting Courfe ; 
and that no time ftiould be loff, left the 
Bones, if they were not already, ftiould bcr 1 

. corrupted ^ 
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Cdf rupted ; this I found was hot to be com-, 
plied with upon any Terms whatever. He 
laid, he would try whit could be done 
for hier in another Way; I reply 'd, that. 
I believed I could lerve her in that Way 
{which I underftood was Bellojle's) as wdl as 
the Author of that Pill, were he now living ;, 
and agreed inftantly on the Experiment ; 
I then in private ordered the Apothecary to 
rub two Drams of the crude Quickfilver by 
the irioft affiduous TrituratioUj with a little 
Syr. dt Spina^ into the fineft and moft im- 
J)erceptible Molecule ; and after adding half 
a Dram of the PiL Cochia min. to beat 
it up into a pilular Goufiftence, with as much 
Powder of Crabs Eyes^ if needful, as would 
give that Form, out of which he was to make 
fixteen t*ills, one to be taken Night and 
Mornings whilft they lafted i which waS for 
eight Days s after the Evening Pill ftie wa$ 
to drink a large Draught of the Guajac. De- 
toEiion^ hot as Ihe could, and covered clofe 
td fweat for an Hour or two, when the NurXe 
was to attend, and prevent her getting Cold ; 
in the Morning (he took the fame Draught 
after her Pill, but without (weattng^ had the 
liberty of rifitigand of going Abroad if flie 
pleas'd, without any Regimen enjoined. 

When ihe had. taken thefe Pills, which gave 
her two and fometimes three gentle Stools in 
a pay, flie made me aVifit, and taking off the 
Ci$m^ar Plaifter, which I had direded for 
each Riling, I found both entirely fublided^ 

N and 
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and her Pains aifo vahHhed.'tb her ycry-gfeat 
Satisfadtion, andi raay.teilycm, to my aa 
greiait Saitprl2te,<For her Security I direfittd the 
lifce^Numbcr of Bills to be ilepca;ted fox ^c&gfat 
Days more, wkhi thefweatmg Gourfe, btt 
more moderate a N^hts, afid thtefor a Fdtt^ 
eight longer without any fwcating' iat AlL '• 
If this Cure ftandsy I feail not; I iiy^ fef- 
fet 'a g«)d Patient to mn away ip iQuacfca 
in tbe'Dilputcaboata SiiiiVMtim^ -tlho" I am 
:^ill of Opinioa uhrc TniicE! greater Niimbcr ih 
fome Stages of thisDHeafe,- fuchoaoie f)aittie 
tulatiy ''as the Exojiof^ss aad mrmsSbfbSyyii^ 
never 1* cured A^^iiifiut. The toiddk-lin** 
itdnwLi lam fatisfied, .will oftengivciw^ to 
%hiB Regimen ^ and tb^e ilightefty t& tfee Mdr 

jwraarranted. Aboutjfix i»lQaths.|iiift, a^psxtt 
Fellow canie tQ me with fome.of tJi^c$ctte3Nlfc 
upon the Scajp were fpread .vvith^gigQadBiil&rer 
fa^ion, inlommdi th^t upon Idiftijag^iap lob 
3Wig, '^md 'tafcJmg qS rtfae Rags; he. \l\^4 put 
on to 'prevent the. A dbcfioa ;.thjarccrfi' te 
ilarifc' &> 'that f ^Ai'as icarce abl(i;tentea>r ^vn 
in *trry Study, i told hirm, I pouldjfef wlhim 
tio other wife thanhy getting ,.Hiiti imto ithp 
JJofpital, in orckrto his bcrngrf3Iiva*ed; oMe 
faid Ihc Jmight -as; vvdl :be jharigpd ytfyrJtm 
^4fter would notmoreicnllMtiainlbiituii^iked 
feiiri, ifrhel bad any 'Friend tha?t IwQttldjtiUil: 
feSm with a^OK o£ PillsMe dfaid^ym^srit b&fifyr^ 
Sftftl namifdi ottcdMb:.iDvipa dItmiiih»M.^^km 
4l)kdft dppoCiteito(l>ed^ ;- iIiiliiraGbd 



thi^ iffme^Mafs,. jpisuie yp with tfep T£rebmth^ 
Nijg^^pd ^rmjqg, without the ApQ^fli, Q^ 

1 C9»ld givp y9u ipftpy Hiftorie^s pi"|;l}p f^ 
Succefs within thefe twelve Moqths jp^ jliyfi 
1^ yp\ii(hpuid thiok ,me lb twMik yohtUj^ed, 
^ it;^ ^rmhvfw^ or h^ Tnapil^r cali? it ,$ ^Qr 
^^ , fltJiers theyefey f^ould lie lb .ejleyiitp^ 
4^rcw4tht iis to phink they bay^ »o^v'^ ia- 

ii41rt4e Rejwdy jfpj ^he hv^i, I flivil ..vi«f3p- 

iccive itU^m^ ^ thp'^t fbme ^jfyie^ J h^vp 
^ijjpceip/ied, ?Jt otther? I,hgyp,he.enjdi^pp,QVijC?4 

. , i|ovy,GIiRKs.mfy?ilfer J)iie?fes.(3^ ijje R?- 

,jlijn(eiy, 1 k«ow npt, who catpnftt y.e;t "h^l^.pf ' 

•'^(jk^U^ 3pcc^ ther?iwtith} Ji^viflg Vithia 

l^e^fey^n Mop^a p?^. beep teejl ^aM- 

"l^ajtetwopfrfpqs^y ithjctr^pn, i5?^ fpjgi^c 

^jh»acM)tfS, y Icer^i ';qnf pf wliifb,h?(c} >v^ltjl}i- 

Jftppd f 5*c3t jNvMinliJfir.fif ^;uT ^ojtp^ Mr^'h 

^ 51 piu.ch Uijgcr of the jP/7i4<^ ^fitlof^Mn^' 

3?for,e I finifli piy Difcpvirie uponthis ^nb- 

jeft, it may be neqefliaiy for me to ta^^^ff JtJhe 

.QbjedioD that fo^e Ge^lemen h^ye ip^de, 

.^/j2i.that^ piy '\PraBfc4l Vt(femtimfldoj?iQt 

j^cm to h^p cntgrtwed ;th3it e^tr^pjtqjijftEy 

£^wioa of the Qu^fi}v?r PiU, as I do|io)y j 

for this I will make no othiC|: .iVpiP^gy, japr 

can I certainly a better, than the want of 

||^ Experience thereof, which I |iave ha4 
' Pppor- 
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Opportanities of making, fince the ad Part 
oiBelhfie's Book was publiflied, which put 
sne upon the fame ; and as I do hdt think 
myfett too old to improve, much lefi to 
coitiiAunicate filch Improvement, howevet 
it may happen to clafli in ibme wife with 
any former Sentiments, relating to the 
lameSubje6h 

As Truth is evet facrcd in itfelf, lb 1 hope 
no finifter View whatever, no pcrfbnal Pique 
or Prejudice againft any Man that difcovers 
it, will hinder me from being its Votary > ibt 
if I, who have made the Good of my Fellow- 
Citizens the prime Study of my Life, and 
for that Reafbn principally have fhewn my 
felf an Enemy to all Medicinal Secrets^ fhould 
Iwcrve from her, now in my old Age, wheii 
going out of this World, what would the 
People fay of me ? Or what can I exped will 
be my Lot in the next? Of which, Sir, to 
deal fincerely between you and I, I am as 
fully afTured, and in which, notwithflanding 
the Blufier of modern Infidelity, I do as 
firmly believe, as that I am now in this. 
No, my dear Friend, it fhall never be io 
faid of me, at leaft defcrvedly. 

If an erroneous Opinion fhould milguide 
me, it will be, I dare fay, of no longer con- 
tinuance than till my own better Judg- 
ment, or that ' of fomc kind Admonifher, 
fhall let me right. 

Some 
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Q.UICK SILVER. 

AND now. Sir, having finifli'd my 
Difcourfe in general upon this Sub- 
jeft, I fhall prefenc you with the 
Succefs df my Enquiries, aS . to which I 
may tell you, That I have had a great ma- 
ny trifling Accounts, yet I can boaft of ve- 
ry few of much Regard arid Importance; 
fo that I believe, were I to begin the Tafk, 
I fhould decline it, and reft content, like 
othc^ as a Stander by only^ or. fimply a 
Looker on. I have already acquainted 
you, that I have met with the leaft En- 
couragement where I expected moft i and 
I cou'd tell you ftill fomewhat more 
ftrange, that ^ome Gentlemen, who in all 
Companies have made- no fcruple to tell 
the fame Story^ have defired, however, 
that the Narrative might not be printed ; 
efpecially their I^ames, as Witnefles toat- 
teft the Truth. Some of thefe I haVe left 
but, which, pofliblyi few others would 
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have done, for what is opeiily difcoiirs'd 
in publick CofFe^-lnpufcs, within the Hear- 
ing as well of Strangets as Friends and 
Acq^^uaintance , not to on*, nor at one 
Time onlyj but to one and Twenty, and 
fo many Times over, is not Betraying pri- 
vate Converfation. B«t leaving thefe, and 
returning to the Cafe, as one. which I have 
rcceiv/d from Canterbury^ is drawn try 
with the greateft Exadtnefs, I intend the 
fame fhall ftand in the Fronts ufher'd in 
by the following Letter. 

SIR, 

/Httw a Cafe that relates to the life of 
crude Mercury, which is the Sul^eSl of 
much Difcturfe in this Country, \ and which^ 
J helie^e^ would anfwer the Cbara&ieK i^^n^ 
tiorid in^ your Ad^ertifemer^s. But though 
I haw made my felf Mafter of it^ -L^^'^ 
well fend it «/^ ^ Lady-Day, becaufe twis^ m 
you wiltperceivCy incompleat^ till: the prefent 
Month of March Jhall be expired. If it 
does not interfere with any Defgn of yours^ 
to flay for it till the 3^^ or i^th ^ Aprils J 
will do fnyfelf the Honour to commumeate it 
by a fafe Hand. 

I am, good Sir, 

Your moft obedient* 
^«*;2* hutnbfc Servant; 

«7J$. Cbr.Packe. 

To 
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To this I immediately wrote, as an An- 
fwer, that I was willing to ftay for a Cafe 
fo extraordinary, if it were to the end of 
that Month; however, on the Tenth, *! 
think it was, I received a fecond very cour- 
teous Letter, with the underwritten Nar- 
rative inclofed. 

5^^ Case ^/^fThomas Hukins, in the 
Varijh ofGrc2Lt Chart, near Aftiford, in 
the County ^Kent, Labourer. 

APerfon aged Forty five, an induftriou^, 
temperate, honeft Man, of a fanguine 
Complexion, a found athletic Conftitu- 
•tion, and coftive Habit of Body. In 
hiarch 1727-8. was, upon taking Cold, as 
he fuppofcs, feiz'd with a Difficulty of 
Breathing. His Refpiration was fome- 
times interrupted with Catching, as if his 
Breath was fet; at other Times with fud- 
den Starts and Sallies, like convulfive Mo- 
tions ; but without" any the leaft Pain in 
his Cheft, or elfewhere. In this way he 
went on the greateft Part of the Summer 
following, being worft in the Heat of the 
Sommer, but not fo bad at any Time as to 
be taken off from his Labour ; but about 
Michaelmas he grew better, and was fo 
well through the whole Winter, that he 
thought it ^ras all over. The next March^ 
1728-9, to his great Surprize, it returned 

O 2 with 
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with fuch Violence, that it quite difabled 
him, and threw him upon the Parifli^ 
However this, as befofCj abated about Afi- 
cbaelmaSy enough to let him do now and 
then two or three Days work, but did noc 
go entirely off, as in the laft Winter. In 
the fame Manner, but in a more violent 
Degree, it has feiz'd him every Marcb^ 
until the prefent Year, 1232-3. exclufive, 
beginning fometimes before the Equinox 
arifing to its height ; after an Abatement 
in the mild Month oi April^ in the Heat 
of the Summer, and declining about Afi- 
chaeltnas\ only it grew worfe and worfc 
each Year, and left him fo bad in the 
Winters, efpecially the laft, that he'wasnot 
able to do any Thing for his Bread, but 
was obliged to depend entirely upon . a 
weekly Allowance from the Parifli. But 
the fevereft Times of this general Paroxyfm 
are the Months of March and ^^^/y, at the 
Invafion, and the Height, in the former 
of which efpecially, when the Winds arc 
Eafterly, he is fo (hort breath'd as to be in 
continual Apprehenfion of Suffocation, al- 
moft from the Time of itsfirft ieizing him 
till towards the End of the Month ; and in 
the latter, his Breath is, during the Heat of 
the Weather, fo exceedingly laborious^ 
that it has been cuftomary for Mr. Hooker 
and his Family to hear him puff like a bro- 
ken winded Horfe, from his own Hoofe 

dowa 
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down to Hukim's, which is an hundred 
Yards. 

This terrible Diftemper takes him firfl 
in March with a flufli of Heat, then with 
an inward Goldnefs, not in any particular 
Place, but in the general Habit of his Body; 
but neither of them are very great, nor 
laft very long ; then fuceeeds the Difficul- 
ty of Breath, which encreafes pretty quick- 
ly to fiich a Degree, that he can neither 
walk nor lie down, nor bend his Head 
backwards, nor eat nor drink any Thing 
for fear of SufFocatipn, except a little Sage, 
Penny Royal, Hyffop, or Ale-hoof Tea, 
orfomc fuch fmall Liquor ; yet he is not ^ 
fick, nor does he often vomir, when he 
does, it is only the Liquor he takes, with- 
out any ropy or foul Humours ; nor is the 
Fit attended with any Cough, * or Spitting 
of any moment, even during, or after its 
Extremity; but bis whole.Chcft Teems to 
himfelf to be very much ftraiten'd, as if 
his Lung^ and Heart wanted room for their 
liecefiary Motions; and with them to be 
heaved upwards towards his Throat, with 
a Pain in his^ Back, in or about the Plac© 
where the Procefles of the Midriff are in- 
ferred' into the Spine; in this fad Condi- 
tion he has been kept almofl entirely out 
of his Bed for four, five, fix, nay, once 
for fourteen Weeks together, being obli* 
ged to fit generally at the Window, for the 

O 3 Bene- 
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Benefit of the cool Air^ both Night and 
Day, catching only now and then in bis 
Chair a Nap of broken, reftlcfs Slunabcrs, 
. which even, fuch as they were, be could 
fcarce ever get before two or three a Clock 
in the Morning. In this Manner the gene- 
ral Fit, which is composed of many parti- 
cular ones, proceeds from its Jnvafion in 
Marcby to its Decline in September^ only 
bethinks (and it is his own Obfervation) 
that he is generally, if not always worft, 
a Day or two before, or after the full 
Moons. 

During the Fit, and*at all other Times, 
he is free from all Diforders of any Sort, 
except thofe on his Cheft, which I bavd 
now defcrib^d j but as his Conftitution is 
naturally coflive, he is more bound in his 
Body at fuch Times, and naore fa, whctt 
he is at the worft ; and when the Fit goes 
off, pr rather ( as the Cafe now ftands ) 
abates, about Michaelmas^ there is no ap- 
parent Crifis, by Stool, Urine, Spitting, 
Sweating, Impofthume, Swelling, or 
other Ways, but it wears away by De- 
grees, and (to ufe his own Phrafe) as it 
comes fo it goes, as God pleafes. 

In this deplorable Condition he has 
made Ufe of fuch Medicines, as bis low 
Circumftances could procure for him, 
irom the Apothecary, and fuch as one or 
Other of his good Neighbours diredsd him 

^ - ^ . • • ' - to; 
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to, which w^re apt a lew, he being a Per-f 
fon, for the Sobriety of his Manners, an4 
the Induftry of his Life, very well refpe<5k* 
ed ; bii*t finding little or m Relief froo^ 
?iltiy of thefii, except from Steel prepar'd 
with Sulphur, which he chQught did him 
the mod good pf any Thiqg \ and being 
tired with Variety of fuch ufelefs Prefcrip- 
tipi^s, he J)ad fbr ieven or eight Month) 
kft paft, given oVer all Medicine whatr 
ever, aiiti refolved to truft ;he Remainder 
pf hk ieemingly (hort and miferable Life 
to Nature abne ; but hearing of late of the 
gntat Benefit which feveral Perfons had re^- 
qeiv -d by crude M^rcury^ and particularly 
in Afthmatick* Cafes^ and dreading the Rer 
Itura of Mar(h^ he willingly fell in with 
the Advice^ and entered upon the Courfc. 
, He begaa on $he 6th oijan, j 7^2-3. ta 
cake half an Ounce of crude Mericury, 
about fix of the Clock in the Evening, an 
Hour befor? his Supjpcr, and two or three 
before his Bed^Time, which he has con- 
tinu*d to do ever fince, without Intermifr 
£00, except two Days, when he wanted a 
£upply: !^rom that Time to this he has 
not perceiv'd any the leafl fenfible^ Operas 
tion pf the . Medicine^ either by Spittings 
^Wi^atiog, Urine or Stool; only about a Fort-- 
flight after his firft taking it hfe once io^^ 
^e Quantity of about four Ounces of it^ 
9S he gue^9 amongfl his E^cirement^ 

O 4 and 
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and fincc that be now and then finds tv/cs 
or three gloliules of* the clear Mercury in 
his Stools Neither has he perceived any 
the kaft ill EfFedl of it ; no Shaking, Diz- 
zinefs, Dimnefs of Sight, &c. in his Head, 
no Sickriefs, Stitches, Gripes, &c. in his 
Stoniach and Guts, or other Bov^els of the 
Belly ; no Trembling, * Numbnefs, ^ Pains, 
&c. inhisLinibs; but inftead of thefe, or 
any other Sort of Diforder, it h^s been at* 
tended with a daily gradual Aheration in 
his whole Nature for the better } infomuch, 
that from the Time of his firft taking it in 
January he found Amendment, and has 
paflcd through all February^ and March 
hitherto (in which Month ' he has been 
to all Appearance dying thefe four Years) 
fo well, that he has eat and drank his ufu-^ 
ill Diet pretty frpely, kept his Bed a Nights, 
deeps ♦found ly the beft part bf it, is fo live- 
ly and chearful in his Spirits, and fo much 
Aronger and adtive in his Body, that he 
now goes, through his daily Labour with 
little trouble ; and upon the whole, has 
but little to complain of, which is fomer 
times i Thicknefs of his Breath in a 
Morning for a while af^er his Up-rifing, 
or when he Walks againft a Hill; and he 
finds that moft Garden Stuff, particularly 
Cabbage, all roafted and fry*d Meats, Pan- 
cakes and Pife-Cruft of any fort, ftill fit 
tiheafy upon his Stomach s boil'd MuttQn 
' * ' agrees 
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agrees with him the beft of all Flefh 
Meats. 

This was his Condition on the i6th af 
Marcby 1732-3. when I took it in Wri- 
ting carefully from the Patient's own 
Mouth, in the Prefence of Mr. Hooker^ 
Mr. Clark^ and Mr. BaU^ to all whom 
the Perfon and his Cafe were well known 
before. But as I look'd upon the Cafe as 
incompleat till this Month was over, I 
took care to have a more particular Ac- 
count of any Thing that fhould fall out ia 
the Reminder of it. 

Accordingly I faw him on the ?5th, 
and was by , him informed, that he was ta- 
ken with a Shortnefs of Breath of the fame 
Sort as ufed to afHi^ him early in this 
Month, March 21. yet nothing like it ia 
Degree, he CQuld keep his Bed, fleep well 
in it, bend his Head backward, eat aqd 
drink as ufual, only in the main he found 
iefs Room in his Cheft , and could not 
move much about without trouble; the 
next Day [22d.] he was fqmething better, 
the next [33d.] worfe again, the 24th hie 
was better, and the next Day [25th.] bet- 
ter ftill ; but beiqg all this while bound in 
his Body, he. took this Morning a little 
folutive Syrup of Rofes, which gave him 
four or fjve Stools 5 and this Evening, when 
I was with him, he vvas fo eafy, that he 
(bought it was going ofF^ biSt on the 26th 

this 
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this Difficulty rteturn'd to a higlier Decree 
than the laft Week, and with fome ihorc 
Intervals of RemifHon, has continued fo 
tiver fincc; however, he has as yet beeb 
nothing near fo bad as he ufed to be m 
this Month ; for, he has beeh aUe to keep 
his Bed a Nights^ and deep pretty well in if* 
only now and then he fits up an end in his 
Cloaths for a little while j at other Times^ 
when he is up, he is eafy, except when he 
walks or moves too haftily ; fo that though 
it has not yet proceeded fo far as to lay 
him up, and difable hitti, yet hoiis oblig'd 
to work more leifurely, and with fome 
Vi^cafinefs, but he found no Difference at 
fit! on the 23 th or 29th inftant, which tw6 
pays were fo extraordinary hot, as to cx^ 
ceed moft ordinary Days in June. All 
this while he Was quite bound in hi^ 
Body, and has feen not the leftft Speck of 
his Mercury except the 5th of Jiprii about 
an Ounce, which h more than he had feeH 
(put all the Times together) fince the i8th 
of March : This came with a w^U digeft^: 
^d large Stool, which gave him much Re^ 
lief, and the next Day £the 6th] when ht 
walked from Chan to AJhford' (which ia 
two Miles) (o meet mc,'he gave itte this. 
Detail of his Relapfe (if it may be fo called) 
he found himfelf now again better than he- 
had been for a Fortnight fwift. 

V 

Now^i 
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Now, in order to keep him open, and 
yet not interfere with his Courfe of lVler-> 
cury, I gave him a Dofe of Quickfilvet 
pills, which are either Bellq/Fsy qr fome-^ 
thing fo near in Operation to them, that I 
think they are, to all Intents and Purpofes, 
the fame. Thefe I order'd him to repeat 
once in five, fix, or feven E|ays, according 
as he found that his Mercury did not comq 
away, and as he was at the fame Time un- 
eafy in his Cheft, not otherwife ; and he 
is to proceed in the Ufc of his Mercury eve- 
ry Evening, as before. 

Thus ftands our Cafe on the 6th oi April. 
What (hall be farther obfervable, I fhall 
be well acquainted with $ not^ fo much by 
luch Accounts as I can receive from good 
Hands, as by my own Examination : ' As t 
have frequent Opportunity of going into 
that Neighbourhood, I (hall only add, at 
prefent, a fliort Diary of the Weather, fincc 
his Relapfe, which perhaps may be of fome 
life; but I think it proper firfl to remark, 
that thefe Pills are the nrft Medicine of any 
fort, that he has taken during the whole 
Courfe, except that gentle Purge on the 
i8th oi March \ for though he had, in F^- 
bruary laft, the late raging epidemical 
Cold, to fome Degrees yet he fleadily per- 
fifled in the Ufe of his Mercury alone, un?- 
afiifted by any other Medicines, or Method 
6f Cure whatever. And he is at this Time 
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{o lictle difcouraged by this (as he thinks 
it) (light Return of his Afthma, that with 
the occafionaL Help of thefe Quickfilver 
Pillte, he' reiigns himfelf up to the conti- 
nued Ufe of his Mercury, in reafonable 
Hopes of recovering by this fafe and cafy 
Specifick, a very good, if not a perfcft 

Stat« of Health. - 

• > 

• Signed, 

ehr,Paeke, M. D. 

TbJ! Hooker, ^Efqrs. Church, wardens. 

The Rev. Mr. John Clark, Redor of 

Greeit Chart. 
The Rev. Mr. Richard Bate, Curate 

of Great Chart. 

jifter a warm moift Seajhn. ' 

^ Saturday^ March 1732-3. 
. 17. Morning fair, Afternoon Thunder, 
Rain, Hail violent. 

J 8. Colci and windy, vvithout Rain. 

19. Full Moon, cold, raw, windy. 

20. JFiir Morning, Cold, Rain, Hail iii 
the Afternoon. 

2 1. Fair Morning, but windy ; Aftcr- 
nooh a heavy Rain, Sleet and Cold. 

22. Morning very windy and cold ^ Af^ 
ternoon Rain, Hail, Sleet, Snow.- 

23. Fair 
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i2* Fair Morhingi cold raw Afternoon. 

24, Warm but changeable all D^y. 

25, A hot, clofe, moift, cloudy Day. 

26, 27. Very warm Sun, dry. 

28, 29. Exceeding hot and dry^ as any 
ordinary Day in Jtmey and from thence to 
ihe 2d of j4prii hot and dry, in a lefs De- 
gree. ] 

April 2. Dry, and fomewhat cold ; 
Wind fliift to N. E. 

3, 4, 5. Cold and dry Days; the Wind 
the fame, and fome times very fliarp. 

P. S. I had not an Opportunity of ob- 
ferving the Barometer well enough to com- 
pare it with the former Part of my Diary; 
wherefore I thought it would be of no 
great Signification to trouble you with the 
latter. Perhaps one might have found 
fome Coirefpondence between the Mercury 
in that Inftrument, and that in the Pa- 
tient's Body, which might have given fome 
ufeful Hints about the Ufe of this Drug ; 
but I purpofely forbear any Coiijediures, 
and all Reafonings, which may prejudice 
any one, in his own manner of thinking, 
about this Matter. I have been careful to 
be exa(9: in the Defcription of my Cafe, 
and leave it pure to the candid and inge- 
nious Obferver. 
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Sherington Grofvenor^ Efq; of the Cheflnre 
Family, upon the fight of my publick Ad-^ 
vertifement, fent me the following. 

SIR, 

/Have read your Adverfifement^y andifyow 
Leifure laould permit meeting me this jB- 
veningy at the Caftle Tavern in Flect-ftrcet, 
/ have fomething to acquaint you with of the 
good Effedis of ^ickfilver. I am obliged to 
go out of Town to Mdrrow Mornit^, others 
wifejhould have waited on you ; who am, 

SIR, Your unknown 

MMfioiy March . « « n 

.5, 1732. humble Servant^ 

S. Grofoemr. 

In anfwer to this, I fent Word, by the 
fame MeiTenger, that how fond foever he 
might think me of Quickfilver Intelli- 
gence, I did not think it worth my while 
to go fp far from Home, efpecially being 
then towards Night; but thit if he pleas'd 
to communicate the Cafe by Letter, or 
otherwife, I fhould take it kindly at his 
Hands. This good-natur'd Gentleman, 
however, putting off his Journey, came 
the next Morning to my Houfe, and gave 
me the following Account. 

That he had for many Months [if not 
Years, which I have forgot] been much 
troubled with fwell'd Legs; and running 

oores* 
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SdreSy of the S/:orl^i4tiek Kind^ which gave 
him very great Uncafinefs, ftill farther 
encreafing, and breaking out in frefh Placed i 
that in order to his Cure, he had taken the 
Advice of the nxoft eminent Men in our 
Way, who he mmed to me ; that, by their 
Piredions, be had tried many of our AC- 
neral Watersy parEicularly the H&lt and 
Scariorot^ '^ but, after feveral eicpeafive 
|o«^nks, heiides the ma^ny alterative Courfesi 
in To!Nlvn aiwi Coumry, his *Diftemper ra- 
ther gectii^ Gifound, hk Legsniore fwell'd, 
aQd the Blocches farther encreafing, he was 
adiVifedto tny ^icifilver 5 taking one Ounce 
every Day, which he did ; and, after a 
Forcai^t ot thrcte Weeksf Time, foundi 
fiach. remackaible Sioccefs, that he wa^ vail- 
IjT eocouiiragedi to go on. * 
. When he ca^cnetome, be had taken, as 
I remember, about four Pouads : He turn'd 
clo)wn his Stockings, and (hew'd me both 
his Legs^ which, he faid, were reduced 
Qoe third of what they were beforfe he be* 
gan the. Reooedy ;. hig Sores being all heal'd^ 
with the Scabs, thrown^ ofl^ leaving omly 
theiff iS/^^irrj/^. behind thenar, which were« 
vcty immerous. He was perfcAly eafy, 
andfawell pleas'd with his very promiiing. 
Recoveity, which fcem'd indeed to wine 
Imle of being compleate^ that in his 
cwrfn Hand Writing,, he left his Name, gi^ 
virig me the Liberty to. n& it [a Condefcen^ 

fort 
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^on I have rarely met withy even atfiong tbU 
Gentleman's Inferiors] where I thought con-^ 
venient. 

When I had communicated this Cafe of 
'Squire Grojvenor to another Gentleman^ 
whofe Name 1 have not the fame Liberty 
to ufe, and whofe Cafe was more compli- 
cate, at leafl* I thought it mix'd with a 
Taint of another Kind, well enough adapt- 
ed to a Quickfilver Courfe, he refolv'd 
upon the fame Experiment, and followed 
it clofe for a Month ; but finding no Bene- 
jfit, the Ulceration and Puflules ftill fpread-^ 
ing over fevefal Parts of his Body, and his 
Pains about his Arms and his Legs encrea- 
iing, he damn'd the QuickJlilver, as an in-^ 
fighificant Remedy ; and wanted, to know 
my Opinion, why it had not focceeded with 
him, ais well as Mr. Grojvenor ? To which 
I could give no more fatisfa(9:ory Anfwef 
than this: That as in a great Number of 
cithers, who had taken it inefFe£tually, it 
muft probably have flip'd out as it went in^ 
Without reaching the Blood : He faid he 
had read Belhjiy who talks of the Quick- 
filver communicating fome of its volatile 
Particles to the Juices of the Stomachy 
vjrhich they carry along with. them, and 
make a noble Balfam for the Blood $ and 
if fo, whether or no it enters afterwards as 
QjaickfilYer into the Veins'} he^ thought 
thofe volatile Parts and jine Bdljam might 

bavci 
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fcavfe anfwer'd his Expedla.tion. To this % 
was mute, ^nd couW only reply, that I 
was ferry th^ Ballarn of his Blood had not 
been purify'd thereby. I then directed hiiii 
an Eledluaryj \^ith the Crude Aritimonyj 
JEibiops, and Gum. Guaj. but hi^ Stomacn 
lifed to a great Quantity of fpiritous Li- 
.quors, naufcating the famcJ, he would not 
proceed in thfit Courfe; nor could I pre- 
vail for his R^cefs, in order to a Salivation, 
1 then coricluded to try the Quickfilver. 
though in another Wayj 1 mean the P/V/, 
This fuited him the beft of any thing, be- 
ing pnly one fingle Pill, to be fwallowed 
jMight and Morning, without Regimen j 
which he immediately ehter'd dn ; and, by 
taking only eighteen, has found not only a 
jDi/pofition to the drying of the Ulcerations 
and crumbling away of the Scabs, but his 
rains quite gone j fo that there feems great 
Likelihood that fo many more may accom- 
plifh his Cure j which if they do, or that 
the fame fliould hold, J wi)l give you No- 
tice, as well of thisas offome bthers, treat- 
6d in the fame Way, of whom I gave you 
ah Account in my laft. 

A poor Woman ftbuMf^eJlmriJier^ whdfe 
Name ttit told me wzs\fames, very niuch 
afflided with an-4/?A/»^,was aidvis'd [as others 
under the like Complaint] by fome of hei? 
Neighboursj to take ^ickjilver \ for which. 
Purpofe ihe had boughta quarter of aPound: 

P They 
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They told her, if (he dbferv'd her Sfddid, 
(he might fave moft of it, which beihg 
wafti'd, would fervc to take ovfer again: 
However by that Time flic hid fWalloW'tl 
three Ounces, by half an Ounce twice it 
Day, inftead of thofe Stools, flie began to 
Void Blood in pretty large Quantity, and 
clotted, but without Paitt. Whefeupoh 
ihe dcfifted ; and applying to an Apothe- 
cary hard by, who had heard, I fuppole, 
of my Ad'tfertifement^ he perfWid6d ner t6 
ipply to me, not tonly for my Advice, but 
to give the Relation frOm her own Mouth. 
I afk'd her how ftie came to tsikfc fo long t 
Walk to niy tibufe, under thcfe Cifcum- 
ftances ? She told me flie cattte by Water, 
4nd was aflur'd, by the Gentleman >)vho fent 
her, that I wbuld nbt think much to give 
hier my Counfel, as fhe call'd it, what to 
do, and to defray that little Charge of het 
coming and going back. When I had af- 
fur'd my felf that the Woman's Cafe was 
nbt feigned , upon farther Enquiry , I 
found it was about a critical Time in Life^ 
her Menfes having been dbdging with her 
for fix Months before j/but (he affur'd iftft 
flie never had thenFih fo diforderly a way; 
nor was flie ever incident to the Piles. I 
ordered her inftantly to be let Blood iti 
her Arm, and to take a Morfel of the fol- 
lowing Eledluary every fix Hours, with 
five or fix Spoonfuls of the Jul6p, after each 
Dofe. ^ 
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|b Conf. Rofar. J i. 

Puh. Rhei. 

Coral. Rub. 

ITer. Japon. pp. i 5 i. 

Syr. de Mecon. q. f m. f . Ele^. 
Jfc TinS. Rofar. ib i. Jit pro Julapio. 

I then gave her a fmall Matter to pay for the 
iame, with her Pa£&ge by Water back again, 
and order'd her to feiKi me Word in a Day 
or two, how Things went with her, and I 
would fatisfy any poor Body (he fent for 
iHmAv trouble, if (he could Am prevail with 
the Apothecary to come bimfelf. Three 
Days after this, Word was brought by a 
Neighbour, that the Bleeding which had 
ilopp'd, was broke dowii afrefh, and that 
(he had voided two Chamber Pots full of 
clotted Blood, yet ftill withouc Pain. I 
then dire€feed an Ounce of Bark with a 
Dtam of Rhubarb^ made into an Eledtua^ 
ty with the fame Syrup, of which fhc 
was to take the Quantity of a Nutmeg 
every four Hours, with a fpooDful of the 
^irJlura Styftka Hfhetii in four or five 
of Water after each, and one of the fol^ 
lowing Gtyfters to be thrown up N^ht 
and Morning during the fame Time, which 
I told them \in regard to the narrow Ctr-^ 
^umfiances of the Patient] how to prepare, 
by boiling four Ounces of O^/t-jB^r^ gross- 
ly bruiied^ and half as much Fmiegranate 
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Rind, in two Quarts of the Smith's Forge 
Water ^ to a Quart, for four Giyfters. I 
fatisfy'd the Meflcngcr for her trouble^ 
with Orders to let me hear from them 
if there was Ocxafion, and I would come 
to her my felf 5 for having engag'd in the 
Enquiry, and in purfuit of the fame, I 
would not have fcrupled making this poor 
Creature a Vifit, however two or» three 
Miles from home, for my own Satisfacti- 
on as well a« hers. I farther fent Word, 
that if {he was ne'er fo well, I (houid be 
glad to fee her in a Fortnight or three- 
Weeks time ; and accordingly, about that 
Diftance flie came to return me her Thanks, 
telling me withal, that before the Meflen- 
ger came back from my Houfe (he thought 
fhe muft have loft her Life by the great 
Lofs of Blood ; but fo foon as they could 
get a Glyftcr thrown up, it began to abate ; 
and before fhe had taken out her Gallipot 
it ilopt ; yet to prevent a return, fhe not 
only made an end of that, but continued 
her Glyflers alfo. 

I had a great mind, by way of clearer 
Convidtion, fhe fhould make a farther £x« 
periment with the ^ickjiher^ and for that 
purpofe afTur'd her, that if any Accident 
fhould enfue I would come to her AiSifl- 
ance ; but the poor Woman was fo averfe 
to any farther Trial that I defifbsd. She 
faid fl\e was confident the Siuickfiher bad 
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brought it upon her; and that, although 
under God, I ^had fav'd her Life, yet to 
run the fame Hazard again, and that wil- 
fully, would be tempting God Almighty 
to take it away from her. The good Wo- 
man's Argument, I muft owh, overcame ; 
and I have been fince, for the Peace and 
Quiet of my own Mind, well pltas'd that 
mine did not prevail. 

The following being a Cafe of near Af- 
finity with the foregoing, I have annexed 
it thereto. 

A middle aged Woman pradifing Mid- 
wifery near Fenchurcb-Jireety who for the 
fame •foolifli Reafons with fome others, 
muft not, it feems, have her Name in 
print, came to me about the fame Time, 
to acquaint me, that (he had followed the 
new Mode of ^ickfilver for an Ajihma^ 
whi?h had been fo exceeding troublefome, 
that (he was forced either to fit upright 
in her Bed, and oftentin>es in her Chair 
for feveral Nights, not able to*ie down, 
nor at fome times to follow her Profcffion, 
fo that fhc was fearful flip mu{^ quit the 
fame, ^r, Jj^nold the Apqthecary, fata 
of Salisbury Courf^ bping her particular 
Friend, had frequently eas'd her with Am- 
moniacum difToJv'd in Penny Royal Water, 
which he had inftruifted her to prepare her 
felf, and fomeiimcs fhe had try'd the Oxy- 
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met Scyllifj at others large Quantities of 
the Spirit and Salt of Hart/horn^ in vari- 
ous Mixtures, without any long Rcfpitc 
from her Complaint; but that, fince (he 
took the Mercury^ her Fits return'd^ much 
feldomer, and were a great deal fhorter, as 
well as eafier to her; however, flic was 
lately furpriz'd with an uncommon Ap- 
pearance, or what ftie was never before 
ufed to, ^/z. after the taking of about four 
Pounds, fitting on the Pot as for a Stool, 
fhe had difcharg'd a very large Quantity 
of Blood in black Clots, attended with no 
Pain : This had fo exceedingly frightened 
her, that (he had laid afide her Quickfil- 
ver, ^s apprehending the Blood to be fomc 
how or other the Effefts thereof. 

I informed my felf of all other Circum-- 
ftances relating to her Condition, and ha- 
ving fo lately met with the like Accident, 
perfwaded her to leave it off, at leaft for 
ibmc Time ; to draw oflFfome Blood by the 
Arm, in the way of Revulfion, and to take 
as much Mbubarb as might give her two or 
three Stools, once in fo many Days, £ot 
three or four Tinakes. 

I afk'd her what Ihe had obferv'd during 
^he Time of her taking it, till this late 
Flux of Blood ? She faid, nothing morq 
than an unufual Weight upon her Stomachy 
which was not fo good as formerly, and a 
Head-ach, to vy^hich ihe was always before: 
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a ScraQger, and not qs'd to thofeCprnplaints* 
I told hef it might be accidental; i3[jc faid 
(j^c was in hopes fp too, for being fo much 
relipvpd ip her Breath flie had ovetlook'd 
all others, and ha4 gpne on with the fame 
Remedy, had not this Flux of Blood detcr'd 
l^er from the farther profecutioq. 

Whilft this gopd Woman jvas tallcing to 
me, a Country M^n from Southanfptpn came 
in J Jic had heard, bp faid, of my Advert ife^ 
m^ntj and jbpught ipe tjiprpfore a Proper 
Perfpn tp apply to fpf- 4^yi.ce. Hp pid, h? 
had been a Qjijickfilyer taker, I thjnk, about 
two Pounds Q^or tjoe J^id^fvife, [fianding by^ 
tojd hm> Jbe haif^ken a^ jnt^cb mor^ fo? 
^ Shortnpjfs pf Bre^tb^ and had foupd wonr 
derful Advantage thereby , in fo mueJi, 
that he could lib 4own in his fled, whiclji 
he had not been able to do for many 
Weeks j but he Wjas fiAcc afflicl^ed with 
P^ips in his He^d, ai?d in h^s Limbs^ efper 
<:i8ijly on^ pf his Ar^is, apd his If afl^ ox\ 
the jfame fide felt numb'd, as if it were 
stflpep, gpip| off, ^od quickjy ^fter return- 
ing- I told him, Jie ff^ight jpoiEbly hay^ 
got fome Cpldj ^nd eii^uir'd, Jf fheijb 
Coippl^ints were jieW; or that he yf^ 
%e, ajt no Xinc^e b&fore, he had felt any 
yhihg of a likp kij?d. ^e faid, he bad n9 
9.the,r Symp.tpfljis of any CpJd vppijL him, 
find, that no Man w»s cyex freer :^qih 
Complaiats pf thi$, or ^ny o.t;heF kih^ 
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bating his AJlbma ^ than himfelf. Hq 
|:heref6re told me, he (hould be very thank^ 
ful if I would give bim my Advice, whether 
be had beft go on 5 and I perfwaded him not^ 
for fome Time, for though his Head-ach 
and Painsof his Limbs might arife from qthcr 
Caufes, yet i knew not what to fay oJF the 
]SJumbnefs. This Hint, I perceiv'd, had 
teen given hini by the Phyficians in the 
Country, and hq had been frightened, I am 
apt to think, with the Apprehenfioh of a 
Falfy^ which might enfue that Numbnefs. 
When I had given fuch Diredions as I 
thought proper, they both^took their leaves 
at the fame TirnQ y ^nd I h^d an Opportu- 
nity of obfervlng the pppofitc Tempers an^ 
Difpofitions of certain Pprfons in the 
World ; the Country Man was as preffinj 
that i wQuld take his Name [v^hich he tol 
me] as the Midwife was fearful I fhoul4 
publifh hers- And, indeed, for want of 
taking his Advice, by entering the fame 
^own, before the next Day it had flipt my 
Memory. I remember well, I told him ic 
was lefs material, but that, if any Thing 
of worfe Confequence beftt him, ineaning 
if this Numbnefs encreas'd, or, that ii 
cither a whole, or half Pally Hibuld enfue^ 
yrhich I hoped would not be his Cafe, if 
he fcnt piQ vvord thereof, by any Account: 
^rawii up from his Apothecary, I would 
l^aidily aflil^ Himi w«h my Advrc;^ 



of ^ckflver. 3 1 y 

I haVc one Letter out of Bedfordjbire^ 
from Efq; Orlebar^ if that Gentleman 
bears not a higher Titles and if he does, I 
^m to afk his Pardon, giving an Account 
of my Lady Smith's [of Long Afhton near 
Briftol'\ taking feveral Ounces of crude 
Mercury when fhe was <juick with Child, 
6n the Occa{]ton of an Iliac Pq/Jion^ and re- 
covering thereby, though given over, as 
they cafl if, by all the Phyucians in Bri-^ 

But this Cafe has nothing in it extraor- 
dinary, it was an ancient Praftice you knov^ 
^X jhefe Times, to give not only many 
Ounpes, but many Pounds, Belloji, if I mi- 
ftake not, fpeaks of feven, which he had 
given before the Obftruftion could be re- 
^loved, or the fame force ijs way through* 
The Remedy being here directed for the 
fake merely of its pondus, and notj| as the 
Antidote writer fondly ^ream^, for that of 
fpme other inrrinlicai good (Quality in it 
for that purpofe; in the room of which 
there have been fgme who have fwallow'd 
]eaden Bullets, in hopes of their making 
way, and reducing the periftaltick Motion^ 
now reversed, into its former State. 

I once differed an Iliacal Subjeft, who 

the Day, before had fwallow'd two Pounds 

pf Qmckfilver at one Draught, where upon 

^xaihining the Inteflines, I perceived the 

/^IxoleMifs thereof upon the Obftacle in 

\ the 
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the Cut, which was mortify'd all riHind 
about. This Accident I qeifher ^t that 
Time* nor finpe, did irapute wholly to the 
Weight or Cpldnefs of the Quickiiiver, 
IPUCh Icfs any change of Texture contract- 
ed by lying there, but to the intenfe D^r 
gree or the Inflammation and Convul/ion, 
i^hich brought on the deadly Symptonis, 
|or the faoic pifeafe had feiz*d on the part 
bclpw for two or three Inches, infomuch, 
that endeavouring to draw down that 
vbiph W^s inverted, it was fo rotten that 

it rent \n .ope p^rt thereof. 

Another Letter from B:rJ^fbire^ giving 
^0 Account of oqt Mr. John Peters,^ living 
fome Miles fronj thencp, and who, for 4 
L^meinefe in oqe of hi$ Knees, of long 
landing, was advifed to t^ke Quic^filver 
iy a JSpopxifwl every Night. When he had 
jaken a f^w Dpfe? he found himlelf much 
iiifordcr'4^,.ah,4 ^4;4ing fo/ this Gentleman, 
JfQUn4 km .(f^ifh JieJ complaining of great 
Pain ahpiif }f:)e ^l(fd4er^ 0n4 P(irts qdja^ 
cent I Wbeji be en4e(^vour^d to make Water 
he tremble i ^nd Jhveated for near half arf 
Hour together, voj/iing omy a few Drops at 
a Time^ and tJ^at of a Jlimy purulent Mas- 
tery which the Paiifnt n/oould have to befe^ 
miml. But the Apothecary was of C^- 
nion, thw it cajoje frpm the Bladder. Hi^ 
Pulje was exceeding low^ his Rre^atb ftrai^^ 
and he told his Friends y that he had brought 

all 
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all this Mi/chief upon bimfelf^ and that ano^ 
tier Spoonful would certainly have done bis 
^ufinefi. For it fecms juft before, fettiog 
afide his Lamenefs, he was a healthy firong 
Man as any in the Country, but nirvivcd 
not this Accident more than two Months. 

In the Way of JPoftfcript he obfervcst 
that abundance of People in the Country 
are taking Quickfilver, mecrly out of 
Whym, and for no Diforder, that he can. 
find, to which they have been the rather 
embolden'd, as finding neither good nor 
hurt thereby ; one Perfon having taken it 
a long Time together, for a Cancer on the 
Tongue, but without any Benefit; he 
concludes thus^ 

I'he Truth of this I am ready to juftify 
whenever requir*d^ who am^ 

Sir, Your humble Servant;, 

y. Savage, Apothecary in Newbury^ 
Berkjhire. 

It will be difficult to reconcile this Com- 
plaint to the taking of Quickfilver, and if 
the Patient was clear of any fuch before^ 
as odd for an Abfcefs to form it ielf fo fud^ 
denly on the Profate Glands^ or an Ulcer 
to be formed in the Bladder, but evident, I 
think, that both the Dyfury^^ and purulent 
Difcharge^ muft from one of thefe reoeivc 
Its Qrigine. The Remedies directed by 

this 
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this Gentleman for the Patient I have 
omitted as lefs material. 

But the following, furely, are Cafes 
which carry with them greater* Evidence, 
and plainer alfo. 
. A Gentleman I, was fent for to fome 
Time paft, after taking of the Remedy, 
upon ibme other Occafion, was feiz'd 
with an univerfal EryJipelaSy which was 
not without great Pifturbance to himfelf, 
and a continu'd phyfical Difcipline of fonxc 
Weeks, removed. 

When I communicated this Cafe to a 
worthy Fellow of the College, a Gentle- 
man of the ftrifteft Honour and Veracity, 
with whom I happened in Confqlt^ition, 
he told me, he had obferv'd the like Acci-^ 
dent in a Patient, for whom he was con- 
fulted, where there was not only a general 
Inflammation, but painful Exulceration 
alfo on the Cutis underneath ; the C«- 
ticle throwing off in large and floughy 
Dejauammations^ the Soars ftill fefleriog, 
4s tney call it, and mattering round about 
the fame^ fo that there was fome difS- 
cplty i^ getting them to Cicatrife, and 
Ticne fpent in the healing of theni up 
again* What is yet farther remarkable in 
this Ca(e, the Patient not attributing this 
Mifchicf to his Mercury, after he was got 
well, enterprizeth th^ fame a fecond Time, 
smd quickly after the like Inflammation 
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fpread over him afrefli. If the Evidence 
from chefe Cafes be not indubitable, I 
dare fay you will allow they mayjuftify a 
Sufpicion, that the fingle Accident befall- 
ing one, and the double one of like Nature 
in the other, were not only the Confe- 
quents, but the Produftions fome way or 
other [for I meddle not herewith the ^i ori] 
of the Mercury juft before taken. 

I have received feveral Letters from other 
f laces, but fome of the Narrations therein 
fo injudiciouily drawn up, and others fo 
very trifling, that I <:ould by no means 
think them worth communicating. If the 
Remedy has been given upon the Decline of 
aDifeafe, or where others had beenadmini- 
Aer'd juft before, which feems to have 
"been the Cafe of fome s the fame has beeii 
deem'd chiefly, if not wholly, inftrumen- 
tal in the Recovery ; on the other hand, if 
the iPatient dies, although it be fome 
Months after the taking of Qujckfilver, it 
muft be that which deftroy'd him ; fo flu- 
dluating, fo uncertain, and of fo little re- 
gard> is the Judgment paft at thefe Times 
by the unthinking Multitude. One fays 
it has cur'd them of a Head-ach. Two or 
three, that it has brought fuch Difeafe up- 
on then). One fays, it has pall'd and ta^ 
, ken away their Appetite. Another, that 
it has done more in ftrengthning their Di- 
geftion thaja all other Renicdies whatevcyr 
iakeji before. Bu( 
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Bot there are two Cafes more, co\xld 1 
have got them fairly ftated from the Pcr-^ 
Tons concern'd^ would have afibrded eqtrat 
Grounds for your Speculatipn, as weH as 
diftruf): of this Remedy, from the Confc- 
quenccs of taking it. The one of a Tradef- 
man, who having profccuted the Courfc 
for a little Time, fell under cxquifite Faitt 
in the lower Belly, and a prodigious In- 
flammation or Tenfion of the Aidommal 
Mufcles^ attended with a plentiful Secre- 
tion of the Salivay and a very ftubbom 
Opbtbalmy alfo, by which the Sight was 
for a long Time obfcur'd, and the Reco- 
very thereof at one Time thought irretrie- 
vable. The firft of thefe Compkints was 
reprefented to me by the Phyfician, fomc-f 
what like the Torminaj happening often- 
times before the Advance of a Ptialifmus^ 
but with greater Diftenfion of the outer 
Tegument. Thefe Complaints were at 
length taken off with a narrow. Bfcape of 
Life as well as of the Sight. By the veay, 
this is not the only ftubborn Opbtbalmy or 
Blood'Jhot Eye, as it is vulgarly nanoed, I 
have known, enfue the taking of this Re- 
medy. 

The other is of a Perfon in a publick 
Station, v^ho had taken Mercury for an 
Afthma^ and found ( with certain others ) 
jgreat Benefit thereby ; though at long run 
it was thought by thofe who attended him 

in 
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hi hfe Sicknefs, that he paid hrS LiJffc Fot it, 
iatiguifliitig 'ttiz)xf Weeks, 1 tnight fay 
Months, firft of all utidet a ^atgfe t)raiii 
ibf Lymph from the Glan^ o? the F^^r^/, 

btft with little Slough dr PafrefaAiOU 
therein, after which the MandJblfe Was lb 
Idck'd up, that hfe cdttlA get doWn no 
Nourifhment , unlefs with iht uttfterft 
-Difficulty; hisPulfe contihu'd low and de- 
preft, with dOld Swfe&ts, and ftattirig df 
the Tendons interveniflg.; at leftgth the 
flux of Kheum bating, the JaW agafn re- 
laxed, but then the Humours WfeTre trahfra- 
tfed to the Glandules Of dhe Intejiineii X 
¥firvpiis Jtrdpby fail this White encfeafm^ 
find this latter ColliqOation oppofilig ^ 

Endeavours, the Patient, at tatt, funk an- 
der a Marafmus. 

The fatoe Phyfician attended both, and aS 
1 have heard him fay, was convinced in hijk 
own Mind, that the Mdfcury had brought 
on, as well the dangerobs Symptoxns in th6 
6ne, as the deadly in the other. 

In order to the taking this latter Ac* 
tOunt I was referr'd by him to the Apo- 
thecary, from whom I had a Promife of a 
much fuller, than by a vei'bal I Recital in 
cafual Converfation I am able to deliver. 
How it happens that I am difappoihted t 
muft impute, furely, to his fear of difobli* 
ging the Widow, Viho the laTft Time 1 fee 
hi£a/I underftood^ V^s utterly avetfe to 

her 
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htt Husband'8 Name being made publitjc^^ 
\ ivhich was never intended*. But this truly is 
the great Hard(hip we labour under, and 
which has given me fo much Uneafinefs, 
that I think never more to afTumci this 
Argument. 

I have heard of Rumours froni ieveral 
Quarters of" the Town, that 1 might have 
been furniOi'd with divers Cafes on both 
Sides of the Queftioni upon the taking 
Quickfilver in the niodern v^ay j but th6 
Perfons concerned will not admit a Publi- 
cation, even were I to promife, that nei* 
ther their Names^ Places of Re0dence, or 
their Occupations^ fhould not be difclps^d 
in the Narration thereof \ and t am fure, 
without their free Confent, it was never 
my Intention. I cannot think however^ 
but that fome People are to blanie in Mat- 
ters of fo great Utility to the common 
Welfare, where their good Name and Re- 
putation is no ways concerned to conceal 
their Cafes, at left, if their Names mufll 
not be brought upon the Stage ; but fo it 
happens, and he who is endeavouring to 
ferve the Publick, does it often to the Pre- 
judice of his private Jntereft. 

I muft give you onp Inftance of this, 
whilft I acquaint you, that fome few Days 
paft I fent to a Surgeop of my Acquaint- 
ance, fomewhat remote from me; to beg 
|iim that he would refrefh my Meniory 
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[the Accidint falUttj^ but riiar tidel^i Month 
paft'\ how niuph Mcrciify fuch a Gentle-^ 
inan, with whom he and I wefei thed con* 
<:ern*d, had taken, before the Accident ap* 
pear'd, of which this honeft Man iiiliKS^ 
cently enquiring of the Patient, he difcO^ 
Ver'd feme Warmth, and faid, he refent- 
ed my havihg publilh'd his Cafe already in 
Print, and fo defcrib'd it, that although 
without his Name, jfeveral People had told 
him thereof. 

The Truth is this, the Gentlemfth ha- 
ving taken about a Pound of Qaiiekfilvefi 
fell under a Complaint, which Was juftly 
fuppds'd to take rife frohi the fame, tfck^ 
rather, for that his Apothecary had fof- 
inerly obferV'd the like Malady hiiid enfu'd 
upon his taking Mercury, though in ano- 
ther Form. This Accident had mad6 
fome little Noife in his Neighbourhood} 
and I know not that he was fparing him^ 
felf when he got abroad, of telling it to 
fome of his Acquaintance* Be this as ic 
will, a very imperfect Account was by 
fOme Meads or other tranfmitted to the 
Author of the Treatife on Mercury, of 
whieh I knew not one Sylkble, nor do I 
to this Day, know the Author of that Trea- 
tife. But that I may farther convince you 
how nice a Point I have to manage^ I (hall 
infert «a Letter that ^as feat me a Week 
paft« 
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/jfyi ittform'dyou are nhoui UpuhltJhfitM 
. Accident i that bafoe bapperid from tbi 
taking §iyickjilver j // minCi as I am like»- 
wife told, has reacb'd ymf Ear, I Beg yoti_ 
other tofupprefi it wholly ^ at Udftmtfo ta 
Jet it downy as that I may thereby happen '* 
ine expos* di or injur* d in my Reputation^ w^d 
am not tkejirji Fool that has been dabling 
tberewitby nor like to be the latt^ I«, hopet\ 
that you mil gratify my defre herein^ 

I remain, 8ir, 
Your humble Servant 

Now, ftircly, flxould I tell the World* 
that this Gentleman took about 1 8 Ounces 
of crude Mercury for an imaginary Ulnefs*' 
aQd got a real fore Mouth thereby* I nei* 
ther expofe hw Perfon nor hurt his Chaisa- 
6icr, were it never fo great, the rather,, 
becaufe he is not the only Perfon* as he 
fays himfelf, by a great Number, who, 
have been fo ferv'd by it* nor will any 
one find him out by this Defcription, who 
knew him hot before, tcgether with the 
Accident that had befall'n him. Another 
txv>re fooliih and impertinent, carrying. a. 
fort of Menace therewith^ I iball take &o 
further notice of,. than to let the Pfrfoa 
who fent it know* (hould this come to hi« 
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ttahd, ymt^'I |)rty his Ignorance, but dfr- 
fpi&ihisJMalice. Meaning, I am fure, no 
Harm to any one, but aiming ac the gene* 
raLOood of Mankind, I fear none frona 
the Reitntments of thofe petulant Perfons, 
(Qt^ of whofe Cafes, though I have takeii 
l^ice of, I have coniiceai'd their PerfonSi 
co'avoid giving Offence f ahhough I think 
' It argues a great deal of ill Nature in thofe 
Mrho have it in their power to give Caution 
to Others, yet had rather they (hould fall un- 
^er the like Misfortune with themfelve% 
which fucb pubiick Warning might have 
jprevenced. To proceed, 
- I was this Morning, Monday j j4prU ^o^ 
Caird on by Mr. Broaksy an Apothecary in 
Houndfditchy to vifit one Mrs. yoneSy at ft 
fallow Cbandt€r\ by the fFork^Houfe^ in 
my. own Neighbourhood of Bijhcpfgate"' 
Jtrett% fo fodn as I entered the Chamber 
I fmell'd the true Stench of a Saihxatioik^ 
and coming to the Bed-fide^ the PatisM 
driveling therein with heir fpicting Poc 
ttnder her Cheeky which with her Lips 
were tnuch tumifyM or fweird. Endeavour*, 
ing to infped: the Infide of her Mouth l 
found it very troublefome, and could on- 
ly perceive a little way on each fide, the 
Cheeks deeply flough'd with putrid Ulcers, 
as in the higheft Salivation rais'd by Un^ 
€Hon\ the Tongue fring'd all round the 
Edge with the fame^ and fweU'd fo much 

Q^a ^hat 
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that it was difficulty as well as painful td 
her to pronounce her Words in fuch man« 
ntv as to be under ftood. This Appearance 
I found had been uflier'd iti with the 'Dy<- 
ienteric mucous Deje<ftiOns, and Tenefmus ; 
heaving to Vomit^ and all the other pain- 
ful Symptoms, creating oftentimes very 
great Difquiet to the Patient, as well as 
Trouble to the Phyfician or Surgeon, be- 
fore the Advance of the Flux. She was 
then got up to about two QUarts in Twen- 
ty four Hours, and like tohold it [ifjhe 
did notjinky being exceeding faint ana lan^ 
guid] through the longeft Stage of a Sali« 
vation. Enquiring how much (he had ta«* 
ken, and, for what Coniplaint ? I was an- 
fwer'd, about a Pound in all, after the 
ufual Method recommended, for fome 
fcorbutick Ulcers on her Leg. I could on- 
ly comfort her with an Expectation, that 
ihc might very probably receive fome Ad- 
vantage, though in a way altogether un- 
cxpe^Dd ; and perfwaded her to be as eafy 
asihe could, under a Remedy many People 
daily fubmitted to ; though fhe, I dare fay, 
would have been one of the laft, had fhe 
apprehended what fell out. I hope the 
Advocates for taking Quickfilver will no 
longer &y, that a very dangerous Flux caa 
never happen in this way, or that any 
thing more than a finall Heat in the 
Mouth, (as one of them expreffech himfel^ 

will 
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will be ever produced thereby; letthofe 
fooliQi People, who are thus daily throw- 
ing it down their Throats, raihly and in- 
advertently, without any proper Advice^ 
upon all Occafions, let them, I fay, iirft 
make a Vifit to this poor Gentlewoman, 
who thought as little of the Snake in the 
Grafs as themfelves, before they enter on 
the Courfe : By which they may be enabled 
at leaft to obviate the Surprize of, PTbo 
would have thought it? And admit the 
Accident (hould not befal one in fifty, yet 
as no Man can be afTur'd he (hall not be 
the unlucky Perfon [for as to his being 
ftrong or weak it makes no difference] a 
•little better Advice than his own, in order 
to prepare his Body, if other Circumftan- 
ces or Conditions thereof (hall favour the 
fame, as well as his Complaints, may hap- 
pen to be of Service to him. 

I was forced to aft here with the utmoft 
CautioQ, the Apothecary iacquainting me 
of fome Scouts, being out to get Intelli- 
gence, and that ht kntw the grand Mu/ier 
had been inform'd of the Accident : So that 
the firft Week I was only a Looker on, for 
had I directed one Grain of Medicine, AkI* 
vantage had been taken thereof, and they 
might have faid we had given fomewhat 
that had encreas'd the Symptoms ; but at 
the Fortnight's end finding the poor Wo- 
man finking, her Sicknefs and Retching 

0^3 conti- 
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continual, and fainting between whiles^ 
I order 'd her Nurfe to throw up a Glyfter 
of their own preparing, with a little Milk 
and Sugar ((he being very coftive) by way 
of Revulfion downwards of the Humours } 
and for the Relief of her Throat, where 
flie was almoft fufFocated with her Phlegm^ 
a large Blifter between her Shoulders, 
which diverted the Rheum confiderably by 
the next Day. As to Cordials or Volatiles^ 
her Mouth was too tender to fuifer any^ 
not fo much as a little fimple Mint Water 
made warm, or Wine muU'd with half 
Water* She was all on Fire, (he faid, land 
^aw, OiU the infide of her Stomach and 
Bowels, as well as in her Mouth ; and no^ 
thing gave her more Relief than a foft Mu-^ 
iilage of the Sen. Cydon. in Aq. Horded cum 
Syr. <fc Altbea^ a Spoonful of which, after 
)iolding a. little while in her Moudi, (he 
fwallowed leifurely, and frequently repeat^ 
^d it ; thus we went on for a Week longer, 
with lenient Glyflers, and how and then a 
Praught, with two Ounces of Aq. LaB. 
AJepc. half an Ounce of EleSl. Lenif. znd as 
much Syr. VioL diredted in Englijb to the? 
Nurfe J for I wrote not once to the Apo- 
thecary all the Time of my Attendance, 
for the Reafons I have already given you; 
And I can iincerely declare to you, not^' 
v\rithftanding a great Patron for QuickiiU 
ver does aflure you in his Antidote^ Thdi 
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fbefi Sort of Salivations have always been 
found veryjligbt oneSy of a few Days conti^ 
nuance only^ that I never had a Patient of 
imy own falivated, either by UnSHon^ Qt 
any Mercurial Preparation ^ or where \ 
have been call'd in by others, that mqrc 
Narrowly cfcap'd with Life *. 

The following is a Letter from 9t Gen? 
tlem^n of the Navy Office^ fent to a Fri?nd, 
and by him communicated to me^ The 
Patiept had been for a long TinKe fub}ed^ 
^ to throw up all his NouriAiment, not fci 
fnuch on Account of avco^U^ or loathin] 
to Food, as from the ^vcrittKaiA^ at leal 
fuch an unfeebled Tone of the Coats of 
the Ventricle as would not fufFer his Ail- 
ment to lie long enough for the Con^ 
codion thereof. He ha4 try'd many of 
the common corroborative Stoniachicks, 
and had been at Batb^ in hopes of keliei 
from thofe Waters ; but thefe not availing 
any more than his former Prefcriptions, 
he enter'd on th^ Method he men^tions lA 
fai$ Letter, vitz;. 

SIR. 

J^ compliance wtib your Requeft^ I am /d, 
acquaint you^ ^bat when I began to take 
^ic%JHver {wiicb was the i2tb ofjzn.laf) 
and jtar a Ipng Xime preceding^ I labour' 4 

*$C€XhitJlttubttff.it, 
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jin4er Jpdigejiionj with conjlant Vneafinefi 
at my SttmacbyfubjeB to frequent Vomitings 
fofifftfffies three or four Times^ but oftner 
feven or eight in the Space of twenty four 
Hoif^s. I continued taking the ^antity tf 
one Ounce every Morning for more than a 
Month^ before I found a fenfble 4lteratio% 
p^y Stomagb then beginning to have a reten- 
(ivf Faculty for two or three Days together^ 
J continued the fame ^antity ^ Month lonr 
ger^ whereby I found the I)ifpoftion ftill 
tjtend^dy the Retention then holding five or 
Rx Days. I then doubled the ^antity^ ta^ 
king an Ounce Night and Mornings which I 
continued for fix Weeks more ; in which 
Time my Dig^iqn was much mended^ my 
Stomach continuing a good Difpofition for 
three W^eks together. I then abated of thg 
Sluantity^ taking one Ounce oniy^ and that 
in the Mornings which I continued for about 
fourteen Days^ then defied taking any more, 
find now find my felf in a pretty good State 
^Health, though I nmft confefs^ / dare not 
pe fo free asfprfnerly lufed (o he, confining 
my felf to food li^ht of Digejiion, finding, 
if I Mt any grofi Medtf or htgh Sauces [to 

Jihii^b my Inclination is prompting] I fiilt 
nd an Vneafinefs att ending \ but have n/o 
Rea/on now to doubt, but that by Caution 
fna Forbearance only, the Tone of my StOzt 
P^ii^ '^itl becomf asfirong as fvf f , 

s. 
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P. S. This J fubmit to your own Dijcn^ 
tioHj in making what ufe of it you think pro^ 
per^ and am^ 

Sir, 

s4^'Cfce^ Yoiir jnoft humble Servant, 

lAth of May, 

Were I to make any Comment on the 
foregoing Cafe, it would bp the following 
Surmife, that whatever the Quickfilver 
could here efied, muft be rather imputed 
to the Pondm thereof, keeping down the 
Fund of the Ventricle, and (as in the Mi-* 
ferere) reftraining the inverted perifialtic 
Motion^ than to any Property it can have ' 
to fortify the Digeftion, or ftrengthen the 
Tone thereof. This I am the rather in- 
clinable to believe, from the Practice of 
a very hard Drinker, who told me lately, 
that he found nothing more effedhial in 
eafing him of hi$ Morning Retchings 
[which were apt to tear him almoft to 
ipieces, as he ezpreft himfelf ] than the 
fwallowing, before they came upon him^ 
a fpoonful of crude Mercury \ for as to 
mending the Appetite, though feveral have 
told me it had fomewhat blunted or taken 
off the Edge, as they call'd it, yet few or 
none of them, as I remember, that thought 
themfclvcs the better ^rmcber^Men for the 
fame. * 

Fro(n 
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From the foregoing Meoioirs of Qdlck-? 
filver you may now draw, if you pleaie, 
the following Inferences, in the Way <MF 
Corollary. 

Firfty That I am doubtful, whether one 
quarter Part of thofe that take it, are iike 
to be, or can be the better for it; Or ii^ 
plainer Terms, I qucftion, whether in the 
ixiuch greater part, it flips not thtoughtke 
Prima Via without entering into, or mix- 
ing with . the Blood at all. 'Tis on thac 
Account I rais'd thy Simile of thefe Parts 
to the crooked Funnel^ or its being taken in 
by many Perfons at the Mouth, and after 
lying in the Stomach, or detained fome 
Time in the Pleats or Foldings, the Turnr; 
ijng?' and Windings of the Guts, let outc 
^gain, unaltered, at the Fundament. This 
i^uppofition I have founde4 upon neax {;o, 
Memorandums, 17 ^exclufive afDr2Ack€s\ 
have been Aftbmattcks^ of which, all who' 
have received Benefit, about [4 or 5] I 
$aye here entered, with the unhappy Symp- 
toms attending fome even of thefe ; the reft 
have folemnly protefted the Remedy [tbo^ 
jT think it was not fucb to them] had donie 
thetn neither good nor harm. I have fc- 
Y«n Venereal Patients, not one of which 
wwld own, nor had they any Reafon, as X 
could find, that they were either better or 
vrorfe for it, aliedging the fame Reafon^ 
its Entrance aboy^ and flipping out below,' 

with- 



liFithout calling in by the way. I have 
about the fame Number with Sores and 
tJlcers of divers Sorts, two of which it fa- 
livated, one it ciir'd without adtin^ pnly th^ 
part of an Alterative ; t mean the Efquireij 
peing attended with no fenfible £\[acu«^ 
ation; on Uic Qthers it made no Impref* 
iion either good or bad. The Reng^inder of 
thefe 50^ have been for Complaints In thcf 
Stomach and Bowek, Indigeilion, Cho« 
licks. Worms, but of the Brain, furely^ 
rather than the Belly; one of thcfe lafl 
made heavy Complaints to me^ that the 
Quickfilver was got up thither, and had 
weakened his Sight. How far this poor 
Man may be right in his Conje^ure, muft 
be left to Time : I order'd him a Purge, a 
JSlifter for his Neck, and feme Gum Pills, 
\vith Camphor and Volatile Salts \ but have 
heard nothing of him fince. I fhall have 
no Reafon to enter farther into a Detail, 
fince lyou may conclude, what I have not 
^hferted, or pointed at among the Cafes^ 
whatever their Complaints were, have been 
neither better nor worfe for t^ing of it. 

Secondly^ You cpay infer, that I am a* 
like doubtful. Whether the Quickfilver^ 
whilft it lies in the Stomach, communis 
^atesv any Virtue to the Chile ? I mean, 
any of thofe fine Volatile balfamic Parti^ 
(les fome Gentlemen talk of; becaufe, 
werp it fo, there cpuld be nojne, furely,' 

who 
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who take it for any confiderable Time, 
but what muft find Advantage thereby, 
even npoa the Suppofition, that the Glo- 
bules never enter'd the LaSfeals^ or got in- 
to the Biood. We have many Hundreds, 
for ought I know, of lace, who are never 
without . Mercury in their Stomachs, for 
many Months together, and yet, how fmall 
is the Number of thofc, who can tell you 
truly, after leaving it off, that they have 
received any the leaft Advantage from it, 
either in the Way of any Evacuation, or 
fimply as an Alterative, an Edulcorant^ or 
^forbentt And thofe who have, may, 
very likely, gain that Advantage by the 
deobftruent Force of fome fubftantial Par- 
ticles admitted into the VefTels, as well as 
from thcfe fuppofed Volatile balfamic 
ones, mixed with the Chylous Juice. 

T^birdljy You wilji find thcfe Doubts ftill 
farther encreafed by the very great Uncer- 
tainty of the Eflfedts it produceth, in this 
way of taking it, /. e. whether it (hall do 
good or harm ? Whether good only, or 
with fome Iilfury otherwife over-balancing 
that good ? Whether in Expeftation of this 
good, it may not hurt the ratient, without 
doing him any good at all ? Or finally, 
whether it may do neither good nor harm ? 

I have met with Inftances of each of 
^hefe ; if it be objeded, that fome of them 
are not abfoluCely conclufive, I can only 

anfwer^ 
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ftni wer^ that I have propos'd none of tbeai 
as fuch. Vou fee that I enter them as my 
own DpubtSi and leave others to declare 
cheir Sentiments. My Bufinefs is only 
to ftate the Fad:s> as they have prefent* 
ed| and leave them to publick Cenfure» 
without delivering any Thing relating to 
them in a way. dogmatical. I never intend- 
ed this for more than an EJfay^ and to ap<» 
prize People, who run at all Adventures 
upon the taking of Quickfilverj what has 
been the Confequence. A^ it is manifeft 
that fome have received Benefit, particu- 
larly the Afthmatickj without any percep- 
tible Inconvenience, fo it is as indifputablc, 
that many others have received none; and 
Whaf is worfe, tbat^fome have been really 
injured by the fame } whence, I mean the 
great Uncertainty of the IJfue^ you day 
infcr^ ' • 

pQurtbly and Lajily^ That Icannot think 
it proper, as a very fanguine Gentlemao 
advifeth, to be admitted into Medical Pre- 
fcription; neither yet, that it (hould be 
taken thus rafhly by all Sorts of People, 
i:unning now upon it, without confulting 
the Phyfician, who, though he writes it 
not in Form, may, after duly weighing 
all Circumflances, either favour the £n- 
terprizing thereof, or difcpuntenance the 
(ame,. at leaft fetting Coniequences be- 
fore the Patient, leave him to his Option s 

and 
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khd if nothing falls but dmifs, the Woi^ffc 
that can be faid of hira will be this» that 
he was over timorous. If any Accident 
JEhould happen, it will be then own'd, that 
he behav^l as a vttf prudent and a very 
honeft Man; and were the Odds much 
greater than they are againft fuch Acci-^ 
dents fo falling out, yet fince it is in nd 
Man's Power to prevent it at all Times, 
a judicious Man will fo far guard agaiilft 
the fame, as letting his Patient uhdeif^d 
what has hapf^en'd, does amount to. 

I have heard there are People ^eak 
enough to imagine, that Phyficians will 
rather di^buntenance this Practice, for 
fear their" F^es (hould fall fhort by fo eaiy 
a Cure. Thefe have«taken up the^fam'e 
Opinion of usi as of the moft Mercenary 
l^dckfi not cDniiderihg, that it is the 
gr^ateft Honour to a Phyfician, and the 
greateft Credit to the Art, to make his Pa- 
tient as few Vifits as poilibly he can, and 
todifmifs himfelf, would the Cafe allow; 
even after a fingle Fee. This, I fay, is the 
greateft Honour to Phyfick, and the great- 
eft Encouragement alfo for People, even 
in the lower Rank, to call early for his 
Help. This, Sir, I have often publickly 
declared not only to ydu, but to all Apo-» 
thecaries of my Acquaintance; and if ^I 
difoblige, 'tis fometimes that wzy/viz: 
by difmifting my felf earlier than wzsxSt^ 

pe£tedi 



^d^ $ which I the rather take tijp with^ 
than to have it faid I had faflen'd on them 
like a Leech^ or made them Vifits they 
might think there was no Opcafion for; 
which i hint only by the way, to wipe off 
that pitiful Reflexion, caft Upon us by 
fome ftrenuous Advocates for the bringing 
thi? Remedy into common Pradice, of 
^hqtfe dubious IfTue, or , uncertain Effedbsj 
1)0 Man can acquaint himfe|i£ before hand,* 
let his Judgment be a? great as may . be« 
If the Phyficiaii had prefcrib'd Quickfilvet 
for Efquire Gn^venor^ . in border to thtf 
Cure of his fKeU'd, ulcerated Legs, amt 
had warrauted himr a iafe and eafy Cuce 
thereby, as i^ fell out, he: would, undoubt* 
edly, have V had the Efteem: of a Man of 
great Forefight, of great Jiidgxaent aiict 
SkiU in hia Px;pfef&on ; and yet,, had tbe^ 
fame Phyfician prefcrib'd this Remedy jSor* 
the poor Qentle woman in my Nei^hhour«^ 
hppd, now under a moft painful Saliva'^ 
tjpn, whofe Cafe gave as promifing ,En-J 
cpuragement, he mufl; have expected :no 
better than th^ Name of a Pretender to/ 
iPhyficky or that of a very ignorant Man ia- 
his Profeflioii. 

There are two Proportions laid down^ 
by the Mercurialijis^ which, I think, aire 
not folidly founded, nor agreeable to Truths 
the one is, that Mercury, whilft it retainsi . 
its fpherical Figure^ can do no Mifchiaf, 

how 
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how long foever happening to be fb rtf^ 
cain'd in the Body. If the Gentlemen 
mean any corrofive Property, whilft uiider* 
that Figure, we agree i but if they fay, it 
cannot hurt by encreaiing the Momentum 
of the Bloody or by its own Pondus, that ic 
vfiil neyer force the cendtr V^ffels of fbmd 
Vitak and broken Conftitutions, I am noc 
fo well iatisfy'd herein ; being convinced 
by Experience, that fome large Effuiions 
of Blood, breaking by thefe Means out of 
their Channels^ have been occafion'd ; and 
for this Cauie I would adtife all thofe who 
have a Recard to tbtir Health, not to 
meddle with this Remedjr under feveriih 
Eftrvefcencies of the Bloody or where 
diere is great Heat, and an over bearing 
Pulfe; no Hedical^ Hemoptoical^ Dy^ 
ienterical^ or others leaning ta (uch Ha^ 
bit^ or liable to thofe Symptoiiis, ought 
to meddle therewith ) none fubjeft to great 
Profufion of the Menfes, bleeding at the 
Nofe» or by any other part of the Bodyi 
in £hort| in no inflammatory Diforder^ 
whether on the Membranes, or Subflance 
of the Vilccra, neither in any Pletborick 
Habits, or where there is a too great FuU 
nefs of the Veflels; efpecially without fuit- 
able preceding Evacuation, or Depletion 
thereof s This Remedy being beft fitted for 
thofe whofe Fibres are tenfe and ilrong, who 
have found Vifcera and found Vaia alio ; for 

I thcfe. 
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ilhefe, if any Accident fliould happeii, arci 
better able to ftand thip Shock, than the 
crafy Conftitutions of Dram-drinkers, and 
t)ebauchees, either With Wiiie ot Wo- 
liien^ 

The other i^ this, that the Reafdii Why 
the Q^ckfilver lofes this Figure, as ii;l 
Salivations for the Venereal Dijeafey is, thai 
meeting With the pdifdndu^ Salts thereof, 
and mcapable df difengaging themfelves; 
Ithey are cahy'd together with thci Lympbd^ 
iick Liquor^ in which they Ijoat, to the 
, Glandules of the FaUCes^ whbfe Dufts they 
burft openj and difcharge themfelves ih i 
Rivulet of the Sdlivdl Juite *, is if this 
Flux we call a Salivation had neter hap- 
pened to any Uttlefs Venereal Patients^ oi 
that ho other SIrs but thefe could combine 
arid aflbciate with the Particles df Mercury 
ih fu6h a Manner^ a3 to diveft them of their 
globular Figure* and produce this Colli '^ 
guation in the glandulous Liquor. Let themt 
fingle out the beft tempered Conftltutipn 
they call find^ oile, who they may be fure 
never had the Venereal Difeafe^ and fub irj 
the fame Quantity of thfc Q^ii?kfilvcr 
as is ufual theteln^ tHey ftiall find the 
fame Diforder raifed ill the Bldod, the lik^ 
Cripirigs in i\it Bowels oftentimes j of 
taking more readily with the Lynipb to the 
Salival Glands^ the fame putrid St^fich 
ikhd Ulceration of the Parts of the Mouth; 

R thtif 
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the like Streain of Siiliva^ and as long cOtt-* 
tiiuied, as if the Perfoa had beeii infeAed 
with the foMl Difeafe j a plain Evidence 
th^t Qjjicldilver, as ^ell crude as pre-* 
par'd, will find Salts of one kind or other 
lA aU Habiw of Rody, to change its Tex^ 
ture, and produce this Appearance at 
^wc Tinji^s. . 

I have been credibly informed of ^ Child 
abfolutely fufFocated this way, by the wear-^ 
ing a Sluickjilver Girdle for the Itch. And 
have feen as plentiful a, Salivation in a 




tcffuge for thefe Gentlemen, than to fur- 
mi?e>* that the Poifon of .the Piftemperi 
or the itchy SgltS; lfl»y hold^bf the Mercu-^ 
rial Globules^ aojd breajc their Texture ; or 
that Dr. 1)--^— r's VermicuH furrounding 
them, are together carry'd up to the 
Mouth, where they oiake iHr^iige Havock, 
by preying vpon the Gunjs^ thQ Cheeks, 
Tongue, ^c. fetting the Sluices, open^ 
But enqugh upQU this Head of die Salt-- 

*]^his being the true State of the Cafe, 
no wqn4er Phyfician^ (hould be a little iby 
in ^taking this Remedy intp commoA Pra- 
&icej or prefcribing the iame after the 
Manner qf feme others, in whofe Vertues 
a^d Qper^c;oiQs thsy hav«, Ofiore Satisfa* 
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AkMi. YdU <cfc they Caflabt be Cerraini 
-F/ry?, That it does at all Times get into 
the Blood i nor, Secondly, Th^t k makes 
any Alteration in the ehile, whilft lying 
in the Stomach; when at thefe Times 
it is prefcribed to no purpofe. Thirdly^ 
Should it pafs the LaSIedlSy aind niix with 
the Blood in the foialler or greater Quan-^ 
tity, they are not certain but that in ten- 
der Habits, arid an over lax State, of the 
Veflels, i& well as fome others we have 
Juft now bbferv'd, it liiay ridt do more hurt 
than good) even from its own Momentum^ 
without, chariging of its Texture. And; 
Lajllyy Though fdch Accident dbes noc 
i>ften fall out| no Man^hodire^s it can 
be abfolotely certain that it fhiU not lick 
iip fome Salts, which may alter its Tex- 
ture; andi bring on a Ptydlifmtis. I hoptf 
Ji6w the* Gentleman who fccmi (6 angry;. 
that Phyficians will no* take the Remedy 
into coitftant pi-a^tice, >vill be lefs free ini 
his Refkdtons, and conteiit himfelf in re- 
tommending it to all his Friends and Ac4 
^uoibiance,' upoii the Exped:ation they 
toay fkbd the fanie Ad'^antage he has reap'd 
from it. If they fuiceed he will ht fure td 
haiYt their Thaftks ; if not, his Charaftet 
is not hurt,' he mean^ well, and that's fuf« 
htiettti or^ if his diffident Friends deiire 
farthetf Coul^l than he feems qualify'd 
i^ glv^ them; theire us no Phyiician un- 
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willing to encdurdg^ thb Trial, ii he ^nds 
nbt any manifeft Cbntraindicancs cd the 
Experiment, whether in the Niture df the 
Diieafe, or his Temperament of Body ; or 
if his Afliftance fhould be wanted, from 
any unexpeded Accident, that will deny it 
hint. 

ThiiSj Sir, You have my Thoughts^ 
with what Obfervations I have been able 
to colled, in refpedl to our prefent Sub* 
jeft. I (hall be glad, if they may afford 
any Hints fdr carrying on the Hiftory to a 
more publick Advantage ; but really, when 
I reflefl: upon the DifRculty of treading ^ 
uncommon Path, one, which if ever plain, 
has been obfcur'd, and loft in a manner 
by length of Time : As I have given over 
the Purfuit my felf, fo neither can I en- 
courage any Gentleman to fet upon the 
undertaking it a^new, till he finds Pra- 
dtitioners more ready to conimunicate 
their Obfervations, and Patients lefs fhy of 
their Names being publifh'd^ efpecially af- 
ter Difappointments. You fee how I have 
been ufed by fome of both Sorts. I have 
been promised Cafes of the greatefl Impor- 
tance, in giving Light to this Hiflory, 
faithfully drawn up : I have been affur'd 
by the Phyfician, mat there was all ima- 
ginable Reafon to impute the Death of 
iome, and the greateft Hazard of Life un- 
dergone by others^ from the taking of this 

Remc-^ 
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Remedy, hefides what I have fcen my felf ^ . 
but neither the Phyficians fcem willing to 
have their Names mentioned 5 nor have 
fome Apothecaries been mindful to per- 
form their Promife, for fear, I think, they 
fhould difoblige the Friends and Relations of 
the deceased, or the Perfons thdmfelves who 
have efcap'd the Danger of a rafli Experi- 
ment, they may not care fhould be known 
abroad. When I afk'd a certain Qentle- 
man for leave to fet his Name to a {lelar 
tion he had made in publick, for ought I 
know, twenty Times over, he thought 
there was no Occafion, and deiir'd I would 
not : The Cafe, he faid [meaning one of the 
antient Ptyjic tan's Cura'\ carry 'd along 
with it a Self-confutation, and no Perfon 
of Scnfe would take it for any other than 
» Romance,, As to the Patients therpfelves, 
you fee how I have been ferv*d by fome of 
t;hem : One importunes me not to menr 
tion either his Name or his Cafe $ another 
threatens, I (hall fare the worfe for it if I 
do; fo very fearful, and, I think, I may 
fay, fo very foolifh alfo, have fome been, 
;hat after chey have publickly told their 
Acquaintance, they thought they had kill'd 
themielves from taking Quickfiiver, by a 
Dyfentery or Bloody flux enfuing : Upon 
my coming to inform my felf they have 
ftrangely prevaricated, and fo foon as the)^ 
apprehended I ihould make a publick Ufe 
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pf the Cafe; tbcy have (hufHed, and mitd^ 
light of it, nor would they for five Hun- 
dred Pounds have their Names in print; 
though poffibly not worth a fifth Part of 
the Sum. One Perfon particularly, whofo 
Name with great Regret, I own, I now 
conceal, as dcferving to be cxpos'd either 
for Knave or Fool ; among Pcrfons of 
the grcateft Prqbity, and the ftrideft Ve- 
racity, tells his Story, how, after caking 
Quickfilver, he had voided much Blood 
by Urine. Being minded to have a true 
3cate of the Cafe, I fenr an Apothecary of 
my Acquaintance to wait upon him at hi$ 
Houfe; the Man, doubtlefs, under thd 
fame Jealoufy with the foregoing, not on^ 
ly makes light of it, but abfolutely denies 
his own former Relation, and tells my 
Friend, he had been trqublcpd with piffing 
of Blood formerly ; nay, that ,h^ had ra- 
ther voided lefs Blood fince h^ took the 
Quickfilver, fo that there was ho necH for 
people to trouble tbemfclves about him or 
liis Malady. 

' About a Week paft I had Word brought 
xn^y that a Gentlewoiqan out of the City, 
Was removed yery priVj^tely to Newingtoti 
ButSy by the Advice of a Phyfician, who 
had either order -d Quickfilver, or approved' 
of its being taken for an Alibmatick Illnefs; 
iipon which fhe was grown dark of ontf 
%ycy and prejudiced fame what as to the 

IC 
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Sight of the other. I feijt ia Meflenget 
thither, to fee what might have glveii 
Occafion to the Story, but have not y6t 
been able to inform my felf of the Cafej 
Xny Friend could learn nothirtg of thi 
Matter. No bfetter Succefs have I met 
with my felf in fome of thefe Enqairiis^ 
though I am fure I fhould have bden much 
better pleased to have heard of any oiie wh© 
had recovered their loft Sight thereby, as J 
have of one who hath fruitlefly try^d.it oa 
that Occafion. At one Place where I WaS 
enquiring, after they knew toy fiufiriefs, t 
was fent about it with a {hort Anfwer, of. 
Sir, Here's no body wants to be made Books 
and Ballads of. Which induces me ibmc^ 
times to believe, that others concem'djj 
have been with them before hand, to per- 
fwade them not to let any one know of 
their Misfortunes, if they can avoid it, Iq 
fhort, Sir, Whoever is minded to Icrve his 
Neighbours this way, let him fet out with 
never fo innocent a Defign, muft expedt tQ 
meet with the fame Treatment as the low 
Life Biographer at Newgate^ who endea;:^ 
vours to extort from thofe poor Wretches 
under Condemnation, their Births and Pa* 
rentage, with all the thievilh Pranks they 
have playM from the taking up the Tradcj, 
till he takes leave of them ^t the Gallows. 
Some of them will confefs^ but others will 
fiPjt, 1 arn ^ure the Enquiry on Our Side 
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Is of great yfc to the Publjck, but o|i hfe, 
jbf no other than to turn the Penny fo^ 
thp JParfcm. I never heard pf any Villain 
feform'd by reading pf the Life and Pa^ 
j-entage, nor y^t of the roguifli Explpits 
pf fuch another as liimfelf, but rather fiirr 
pifli'd, perhaps^ with fpm^ new Inftruifti- 
pns, he had i^ot ptherwifc; thought of, to 
perpetrate the f^me wi?ked Aftions. 
Whereas thpre are few People^ who had 
Jicard of fome dangerous Accident fxom 
the taking Quicklilver, which was well 
fittefted by the Perfons themfelves who 
had been the Sufferers, that would not be 
dctcrr'd thereby or cautioq'd againft it. 

But ijow, Sir, thopgh I h?ive been 
fnub'd and treated as a Spy by fome, re- 
|us*d the Sight oJF others 1 waptcci to t^lfc 
with upon this Affair, or rudely entertained 
by them, when they knew my Bufinefsj 
yet I haye mpt with two or three Relati- 
on^ which have afforded pie not a littlp 
pivcffibh J the ope pf theni I intcpd you 
|hall partake of. 

When I was about fendirig thefe Sheets 
%o the Prefs, two ordinary T^omcn out of 
Grays Inn Lane [they to|d me] came to 
thy Houfe y the one of th^m faid, her Mo- 
ther was kiird by taking Quickfilver, and 
that (he had charg'd heir upon her Death- 
bed, {he Ihould forewarn all Pjcrfons fron^ 
|»edlmg therewith. I tha^kM her for her 
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Kihdoefs, in coming fo far to forewarn 
fiic, but that fhe mighc have fpar'd that 
trouble, for I believed I fliould never 
meddle with jt. Wanting to have a little 
jnore Divgrfiop, ^nd to know the Drift of 
the Story, I aflc'd what hex Mother's Di- 
ftempcr was, (he faid, fhe took it for an 
AJfema^ and Pain in her Bowels. I then 
cnqifir'd, what Bufin?fs fhe fpllqw'd, and 
underftood (he kept a Chandler's 3hop, 
and fold a Dram, which (he own'd (upon 
a farther Enquiry) fhe was pblig'd to havp 
frequent Recourfe to for that Pain. \ now 
wanted to know what enfued the taking of 
fhe Q^ickfilver, and hovf much fhe had 
taken ^ an^l wa^ apfwer'd, after near two 
Pounds in about ? Fortnight's Time, fhe fell 
into a Jaundice and Dropfy^ her AJfema grower 
ing worfe from the firflD^y of her taking it, 
pll it had quite kill'd her. I now inform 'd 
her, that Ihe mufl be furely miftaken, for 
that her Mother had kill'd her felf with Gip 
rather than Quickfilver. There, fhe faid, I 
was out, for fhe drank npne but the befl Hum 
fhe cQuid Jay h?r liands op ; and every bQ4y 
knew that good Jlum was a great Heeler. 
I could not forbear fmiling, nor would 
you, had you been with us ; and once 
more afTur'd her, it was the Dram, whe- 
ther Rum or Gin, had done the Execution. 
This put my Cuflomer into a little Heat, 
§ad fhe re|)iy'd roundly, I would have it 

4 
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fo, to with-hold the Reward. Praiy^ Mi- 
ilrcfs, fays I, What do you mean by this 
Reward? Why, fays (he, to tell you the 
Truth, / was inform'd, there ^i a band^ 
fame Reward for thofe who could inform 
Dr. Turner, m Devonftiire Square, of am 
Perfon who had been iiltd by taking ^ick-^ 
fiver y which my poor 'Mother was^ as fure 
as I am alive ; / will take my Oath ofif^ if 
you require me^ 1 bid her have a Care of 
Oaths, for ftie might be perjur'd by fuch 
an Oath. I enquir*d, however, how Ihfc 
came by this Information of the Reward^ 
and ihe anfwer'd me, it was one that un- 
derftood the Law, and that would ftand 
by her alfo. Whence I plainly perceiv'dj 
the filly Creature had been put upon this 
Vifit to me, by fome who had feen my 
Advertifement, purely for Diveffion* You 
muft eafily think it was fuch to me ; and 
now to get rid of her I took her up fhort, 
without convincing her to the contrary ais 
to the Reward^ that (he was entirely mif- 
informed, for that the Reward was for 
thofe who brought Word that their Lives 
had been favecl by taking Quickfiiver, an4 
not thofe who had been kiil'd thereby. 
Upon which my Chap- Worn an went away 
grumbling as one difappcintcd. 

Po you judge now, what Encourage-^ 
ment a Mati has to profecute this En- 
quiry ? ( how great or mean an Opi-^ 

l^ion 



llbn ffdcyer jhe may bare of the Reoi^-r 
fly himfelf) for the Benefit of Mankmd. 
1 have purpofely wav'd the taking Notice 
of thofe Cafes which have been very lately 
publifh'd 01^ the fame Topick, that ic 
poight not be faid 1 had taken any In tell w 
gence, or borrowed a Story, already deli- 
vered in print, to furntfh my qwn Account. 
I acknowledge I have read the Treatift ^ 
^ickfiher^ as well as the Antidote^ boto 
which I feht you down. The Author 
pf the Treatife has behav'd^ furely, like % 
prudent Man, in cautioning the unwary 
Multitude, how they run headlong, or with** 
out proper Advice, upon a Remedy, which 
pi^y hurt as. well as help them^ The An^ 
fidote^ like a rafh Gentleman, fiufh'd with 
the Succefs of his own Recovery, or who 
knows nothing more of the Matter, thaa 
that the fame having done him and many 
others ^ood, he would thei:efore have all 
People try it upon his bare Word, that ic 
can hurt no body ; and, T^hat the Danger 
which has been afferted of taking it crude^ 
[that is, in the Way he would recommend 
it] /i not fupported by FaBs^ or by Reajbn 5 
iind tbflt in treating promifcmufiy ofMercu-t 
ry Crude ^ and its 'various Preparations^ all 
the evil Cqnfiqufnces which often attend it 
when prepar'd^ are ajjigned to the Crude^ 
in order to alarm Peoples Fears, and deter 
itheni from (bis innocent and very efficacious 
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PraBice*. What Fa^s this Gentleman 
wants, or will allow, I know not. I (hould 
think the Fad of a Twenty Days Salivation^ 
enfuing the taking a Pound of crude Mer- 
cury, after the Way he took it himfelf, 
with the moft racking Symptoms that ever 
attended any qhurlifli Preparation of Mer-« 
cury, and worfe than ufually fall out from 
the UnSHoTiy the Tormina Veritris^ the dire 
Spafms on the Pracordia^ the Kap^ioy/j/^y 
the perpetual Sicknefs and Heavings from the 
Stomachy the returning Syncope and cold 
Sweats. I might fay, almoft, every Thingi^ 
unlefs Death it felf, that fuch a Fadt as 
this, if there were no others, might be 
fufficient to deter the People {however it 
alarmed their fears) from being over-hafty 
in meddling therewith. This Fa<ft will be 
as fufficiently atteftedj^ as any Cure by 
Quickfilvfer ever was; I might fay, in 
ibme Refpedfe, much better, fpr it may be 
faid of fome of thefe, the Patient niigbt 
have found the fame Alteration, the Di- 
ftemper wearing off it felf (as many Times 
happens) if the Remedy had not been ta- 
ken ; whereas here is a poor Gentlewoman 
has her Life brought into the moft imnii*- 
nent Danger, where no other Caufe than 
the fame Remedy could have brought about 
the Effect. 

* Sec the Title If ?§e of ihp J^tidote. 
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1 have feen like wife {as I told you before) 
the Encomium of the Trinity Gentleman^ 
Who fome Perfons give out, is the learned 
Phyfician that hath publi0i'd Remarks 
upon the Legacy, among which, at 'the 
clofe, ftands this following, viz. 

*' From all the D^ftor has laid down iii 
** his Treatife, it appears, that he perfedly 
underftood the Diilempers that he treats 
of; and where any of his Prefcriptions 
may appear a little {he might have faid 
furdy a great deal) harlh, it is to be 
fuppofed, as he declares, that the Dofes 
" or the Pradtice muft be leffen'd to thofe 
** People who have tender C6nftitutioi]js^ 
** On the whole, I efteera the Work to be 
founded on as good Principles as any of 
the Kind yet publiflied." 
Whatever Learning this Gentleman may 
have fhown in thefe Remarks, his Judg«- 
ment in Phyfick will be certainly que*- 
ftion'd by all thofe who have any tolerable 
Tafte for that Art. I rather think, if not 
made by the Editor himfelf, they mufl be 
done by fome Novice whom he hath hired, 
and thus dignified himfelf, and^which have 
been publilh'd in the Way of Atonement 
for his pyratical Copy, that hais reduced 
the five Shilling Legacy to a Book of two 
Shillings Price, with Belhfi'% into the Bar* 
gain. 

But 
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43ac is it hot ftrange, Sif, that cWc Gtti^ 
tlemcn (bould carry on a> Parallel: between 
BtU^'s Method of givicig Qujckfilver, and 
that of the anciient Phyficians ? 

BeUqff% I>ofe of Qaickfil vef ifl each Pill; 
is, at die uemc^, fifteen Grains; the an*- 
f ienc Phyficians four Hundred and eighty ; 
ihe former is prepar'd by continual Tritu^ 
ration, with fome vifcid or tenacious Body,- 
till it is brought into the moft minute ana 
imperceptible Particles: The latter is fwal<^ 
low'd down in the Aggregate or Mais, and 
ufually flips out again, we have reafon ra' 
believe, as it enter'd, without reaching the 
Blood. Bftfides this, Bellofi hzs mix'd at 
Purgative with his Quickfilver, which 
being bound up together by the faid Vilcid; 
after a gradual Solution- in the Stddotaeh, is 
along with the Chyle readily carried into 
the Blood- Veflels, and thence to the whole 
glandular Compages, whofe Obflruftionsf 
having open'd, it is conveyed back again 
with (he offending Humours, out of the 
Body ; and this without any Hazard or In-^ 
convenience afterwards thereunta 

It is by this Pill, and not by the Undi-^ 
vided Mafs, that Belloji's Cures were all 
performed; as you will find in the Relatioif 
he has given us of them ; and as any Per* 
ion may experience in the like Cafes, thai 
will make Ufe of it, and encourage it (ais 
it ought to be) in many ftubbora chronical 
t Difeafes; 



t)ireafc$> tfp^hWy GJanduIdr, as well as 
others, whether Scorbutick or VenereaU 

There is this DifFereriqe, indeed, be- 
tween Bellojl and the ?ncieDX Pbyficiant 
that the former has endeavoured to conceal 
from the PubKck a very good and ufeful 
Reniedy, which ought to be made knawii 
to all the Sons of Art, and which, I hopet 
will be henceforward no longer a Secret^ 
whilft the antient Phyficion^ on the other 
hand, has divulg'4 one which he ought 
ftot, at leaft without acquainting thofe^ 
who upon his Recooiunendation, fhall think 
proper to try it, with the ercat Uncertain-* 
ty of its Operatioij, as well as ihofe Acci-^ 
dent« which have a{ fomecimea attended 
the Enterprifers thereof. 

But why fhould People be fo fond of 
taking the undivided Quickfilver, which^ 
in that Form is fo proae to pafs through, 
them, re infeSla^ or if enteriiTg the Blood,^ 
fo liable to injure them one way or^ other,^ 
as well as help them, when that which is 
divided, and thus mixed with a gentle Pur- 
gative, is much more certain, and far mora 
fafe J nor do I kjiow any one Cafe, where 
the undivided Quickfilver has been of afltjf 
Service, not even in the Ajlhma it felf, in 
which I (hould not preft^r that which \%^ 
thus divided. I atn fure, I Jiave ofteaexr 
perienc'd) that two Drams of Qiiickfilvtr. 
shus direded^ has. avail'd^ when fom.^ 

Pounds 
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iPounds bf the fluid Mafs had been fwan 

< 

low'd to no purp6fe. 

The Trials, ihdecd, that I hive chiefly 
made thei-ewith^ I have already told you, 
have been in Venereal Cafes^ and Cutaneous 
Eruptions ; where intending it rather as ari 
Alterative than ^ Purgative y I add nd 
more of the latter than Way juft keep the 
Body open j thkt iS, I give it as the Sur- 
geons frequently diSr theif Cdlomelanos^ 
to lodge fometimes for Tilrenty fbOr or 
Forty eight Hours, and then purge ofT. 
Nor am I furpriz'd if it fometimes makes 
the Gums a little tender, any more thaii 
thy Patient, beforehand acquainted with 
\Vhat may happen ; if fo, I lie bye for a 
few Days, and give the Purgative by it 
fdf, when the Complaint goes oiF without 
Confinement; although, as I hinted for- 
merly, if I can prevail, or my Patient's 
Circumflatices Will admit, I encourage al 
gentle Colliquation this way, by proceed- 
Ifag with the mercurial Pill for a few Days 
more [for in this Method a Man ^as it al- 
ways in his Power to ufe either the Bridle or 
the Spur"] that I may be yet niote certain 
of his Cure. 

This Pill, I told you, I pYeparc with 
two Drams of the crude Mercury ground 
with half a Dram of l^eribinth:^ till 'tis 
loft, then adding half a Dra:m of Pil Cocii 
Min. of which I ufaally mcke a Doitvt 
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other Cafes where* t aUW &^e' at pfit^ih]^, 
aS' in' ObJirVdhni tf fbi Gldmt^i in coidi 
fk^gikdiitk, to^ified rUthditrii oi fhe tfli^ 
I dir£a ifhfbe' 0rafris df (^u^e^tV^r t(^ 6& 
|t'du%d 4m i D'rdih' dnd hjilf 6f Bi^^r^i 
ItiE^/j^ M' £ aSSim Mpriiri and iiftfei' to ^ 
reduced to a €^on£iileA<^e ^ith the iSyr. //j 
(6^/«4;- sfdd&Ttf- tWd 6r thr(J6 Dfopi of O/; 
i«i^«^^J/ ah a'Cbfrcatot 6f the Diagrtcfiuiii / 
Oi> vfftibH Hiijl^t db a^' virbll, to make tT^ 
#10? i^(^ ^itlfdiH Peru ', of this I ^ive' UoiH 
^ScruJSfe tdflfiflf af Di^rt,' ohfcfc bl: twice a* 
%iir ficBiUuiii ^\rh, States dc Modosohe^ 
fdfiokisi- tah i ftidhet 6if Ibti^t ContihU- 
^6(i, ^I ^d CR5t:^oli f Atad if this i^ 
iib<^^5^7A>/rs'indWia\jil Pill, ii ik at^fblil'telyi' 
tiriA lhm^\MPiirpbm; e^ifiv^lefit 

Thi« 1i»ay t&k«Jii' it i^ nbt fa likely td' 
aH^'th^l^tti } aUd thbiigli al Fltiid im' 
^Tdief^th'^tf tHi Te^binth lilkkiis tHe Work' 
miit tWetk Pdftl^j 6t th« I^erfbn whb tfaa:. 
i^M- tWf fab?/ in the Kedinaion of th«i' 
ClobdW^ iflty thoft fine mtecutd : Yet the? 
la-ifttfr fUreWf Binds tHetri' fatter, ahd lets' 
tHiitf- gb lAo^e lafui'ay ttf'be iheorpbrate<t 
With thi^ Joicds^'of tHe St6fittch j which ' 
vhf6f tha- P?ebarati6n' liiiy ^ rei^diFd' 
m tAmmW^j a- few 0fbp«^ of ch'e O/. 
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the better j for the lefs bulky, with equal 
Virtue, will be your Pill. 

But I forget, certainly, that I am ma-^ 
king my Pojifcript as long ^s my Epiftle^ 
ancT therefore fliall fubjoin onlv a few 
Words to take off, or at lead: to leflen any 
Perfon's Refentment whatever againft the 
preceding Difcourfe. 

I have already publibkly acknowledged, 
that I have no other Views than the com- 
mon Good and Benefit of Mankind in ge- 
neral ; and. if in purfuit thereof I happen 
to differ in my Sentiments from fome few, 
I flatter my felf, that I have the greatefl 
and beft Practitioners on my fide. I am 
fure it is not Prejudice to Perfons that 
makes me differ from them^ for if your 
felf, my good Friend, or any other in that 
Number, fhould advance a Notion in Phy- 
fick, by which any young PrpfciTor of our 
Arc niay be led into any dangerous Pradice, 
or the People [fetting up for their own 
Phyficians] tempted to try Experiments 
hazardous to their Lives; I (hould think 
if my Duty, as you obferve to me, not on- 
ly in private , but publickly to declare 
againfl it$ and if the ^ntienc Phyiician 
himfelf thinks that I have not made good 
my Charge againil fome Particularities in 
his Practice, if not his whole Syftem, I 
aoi always.ready to fubmit to our Superi* 
ors in the . CpUege, and will abide their 
2 ' Cen- 
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Cehfure, being as willing at all Times, and 
as publickly alfo, to retraA an Error I am 
convinced of by a right Method of Reafon 
and folid Argument, as I have beeii to 
accufe. 

. Finally^ If any Advocate {ox Qujckfilver 
fhould be difpleas'd, that I have not faid 
io much as they expeded, in regard to 
the Rccdvteries wrought thereby ; the An- 
fwer is ready, I have told them all I could, 
I have conceal'd nothing from them that I 
knew or have heard of: If they wanted 
more to be faid in its Commendation, they 
fhould have ordered their Friends to have 
fiirnifh'd more Intelligence. 

If, tipon the whole, they find the Bias of 
my Ju(i^chent to run counter to their own, 
I have given my Reafons why it does fo, 
and candidly imparted all I know, either 
for or againft it, fo far as relates to Fadis ; 
which whetiher or not fatisfadtory to Bi-». 
gots. Cavillers, or illiterate Contenders 
for it, will, I hope, excufe me with im-* 
partial Judges, and the more cpniiderate 
Part of Mankind: Let this happen asS it 
will, if any Perfon fhall think lit to raife 
new Objections, they may ufe their Liberty, 
I can aflure them for my own part, unlofs 
fome other fhall re-afiume the Controver- 
fy, they will have the whole Argument to 
thcaifelves/ and may manage. accordingly. 

\FarjsMtL 
S 2 The 
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Cafe^ coming, too. laie for it& prAperi Bkpe^ 
ifii hece inieiced. 

SIR, 

4^: whiqb f fent yoi}; hlhijifariL the.Scfa^ 

left him upon the. Return, of hisi^flifafnai 

jttAteiicriQg^upo& the.Ufe of^ a. QuiokiilYieo 

JJ^IL Lam ncMtf.to.inforiityop^ accordmgji 

to.youc Dtfire^ Thai: . he. aKetwanls qk^ 

ncorifr; faitloft his Stomach andf Strengthi;^ 

):ijs;BreatlL became, fa thick that, he/ ceukb 

iv^ none but veiy geotle Wcxcka^ non walkt 

any Diilance wttlwut. mucl^ Eatiguci; hei 

ivasib.uoBafp.&rn{ght^ thache^wastdDliged 

tp^ fn up. oitea in. his. Bed; aodtwaa^oqj^ 

HpXi {q bad las^ to. be imuUed widv his iiiffiK 

eatings l^ttSy or hiSiha£d;Rx;^pira^ion5. whidaa 

Iideicfihed:in.tfaevfocmer pixxjo£i his Gafieu 

During this J^ifocdef the had: taken tbtttdtiso/ 

QofcSi of^ the. BiUs^. viz^ qb* thidr Slh,and) 

icth, each ^ of which g^^' hln^. three OTi 

foufw Stools^ and; braughc. ajwaiv the^ fbrfti 

about two.OunceSy the fecond;i about twQ& 

apd^^a half o£: clear. crude Mencur^u Qw 

t]}e^f»utseenth he^bjsguivtoipit preii^raoi. 

Iji. not axhjick.vircid PJhlegm^ riioh;«a8iiei 

would. rooiccjmeSidi£shargeiwhen;.Iw was^ 

vciy.iUi; i^r-axaW/Rfaeuai|. likewh[M^arj^« 

lea vfjma Metcti^ in- a . Salivation 4 nor^ai 

thicband iharp Saliva refembliag thoie cri- 



tSc^l JE^vactiariom Iby the MouA, whitJi 
'We often fee, |)articulariy in thdfc lij^ftb- 
rical Patifcnts M^b are Scotbutrck, but i^ 
fmooth ytelbwifli Matter, ^idh !ie tlirtvi- 
off without much trbuble. On riie IfiSc- 
t'eenth he todc the Pills again, xviiidi calr« 
rie<k off about two <3uttc6S 'mor6 of tWs 
clear Mercury, and in the EVning, Wheh 
\ ifaw him at €Aahf, he thought htmfeff 
"much eaifier, and was very well pteas'd 
with the Expe^aation of his farther Awehd- 
Yhent, Which ht enteTtain'd fVotti hi$ hH- 
vlng felt himfeif at iTifhes this Day & Httlb 
Aguifli ; for abblit three Vfeatfe a|oi bnec 
in January^ and a^!n at thfe 'Mithitl^as 
folfowing, he had found gttitkfeUef by 
tv«ro Or thrfed Fits of kil Afeilfe. Upbn this 
i advifed him tb kb'ep Houle aiid giv« 
himfeif Reft, a$ Well tb be frie fVom the 
t^ain that hb puts himfeif tb, e^en in fubh 
little Work^ as he cati db, ai to avoid thb 
thjaries of the Weather, which at fjrefettt 

is pfetty changeable, and for thefe tw6 
bays not a little bold, the Wihd being dt 
N. E. By this nieafas (it being t\Vo DaVs 
before th^ full MbOh) I hop'd hfc inight 
have the Benefit of l^^atUrfe^s Wbtk vfrithoift 
Interruption or Exaggeration ^ according- 
ly, he had the three' Mowing Days a flight 
but genuine Qubtidiah, beginAirtg with 
the Scnfe Of Cdd, and fuccCided refeull^- 
^y fey chit Sh'akiftg, f^ti^ iiid crJticsa 

8 3 Sweats. 
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Sweats. On the twentieth, the Spitting 
(which had encrcafed to a good Degree, 
and become very well digefted) being now 
abated, and grown whkcj and his Ague, 
as h? judg'd, being determined, he repeat- 
ed the Pills, by which he had tnr^e or four 
eafy Stools, without any crude Mercury in 
them, and his Breath was ienfibly aniend- 
edj his Stomach return'd, his Breath grew 
regular, and the next Day, when he^ took 
another Dofe.of his Pills, his Spitting 
ceafed, and the Alteration wis fp great, 
that on the Morro^y he ventur'd out tp his 
"V^^ork again, and did it with no great Un- 
cafioefs. On the twenty fifth he walk'd to 
AJhford to meet me, when I found him as 
well, and much in the fan>e Plight as be- 
fore his Relapfe, when I took his Cafe at 
Mr. JtIooker\ .From this Time forward 
his Health and Strength daily improved, 
and he has taken his Pills every third or 
fourth Morning^ and his crude Mercury 
in the Evenings of the intermediate Days^ 
and has come tp me to Jijhfqrd on the 
^xth^ melfth, and twenty fourth Days, 
and ient to me a particular Meflage oh the 
twenty ninth ; at all which Times {le was 
gradually raifed into To good a State 6t^ 
Health, that he is altogether in his former 
Way of Life, both as to hispiet atidhi$ 
Work; is chearful, ftropg and^aftiveV 
conflant , in his Labour, and does all his 

Bufine/s 



, ^f ^uickfiiver. . 165 

Bufinefs with Pleafure ; and he remarks, 
that fince his laft Amendment he has not 
been, as ufually, much difturb*d by the^ 
iharp North and Eaft Winds, which have 
been Stationary this whole Month (except 
a Day or two) and have been much morfe 
fevere than is common at this Time of the 
Year ; tedious to all, and injurious to moft 
Valetudinarians/ but moA: of all to the 
Afthmatick. 

Now, from the eighth of April to the 
twenty ninth of Afjy, he has taken twelve 
or thirteen Dofes of the Quickfilver Pills ; 
they have always work'd in the fame quick 
but gentle Manner, without Sicknefs, Gri- 
jjihg, or wafte of Strength. The firft 
three Dofes brought away a confiderable 
Quantity of the clear crude Mercury, 
which had lodg'd in his Bowels many Days, 
the latter none ; but he would frequently 
fee very fmali Particles of it in his com- 
mon Stools, though never fo much at any 
one Time, as before, when it came fel-- 
domer. As to the crude Mercury, he has 
taken that in his ufual Dofe only on thofe 
Days when he omitted the Pills; and he is 
now preparing to leave it off, by taking a 
leffer Dofe every other Day, and purging 
with the Pills once in eight, ten, or twelve 
Pays,, according to the Rules given him 
when he began with them* 

S 4 The 



f^ firflr pf ^tfy ^.^y^ bcca yery unfifft%in s 
they ^cr? cfeicfly in rfjp Weft »p4 S9«;b!, 
but ppwaiifl t|)j:ii %hpy !P»<k 4. Shift for ^ 
^w {lours into ph? Nprth *]wl P»ft } $^ 
^ t^iftccflfh §ncl feven5w»t(x m f»rticp-: 
lar, w^9^ Ff re ftorpiy R^ys, vridl much 
jjiupti^r %pd ^^in, xh^y were SfiHih Weft 
^1 P^y lopg i buf Qn tkP l§lh ('the Full 
iVioon^ they were fo variable, U)at thejl^ 

v\t\i\i^ pmnKy Hour^. 'Afjer : this thex 
Ijept (hififipg, b.u? were oipje ia the iiorv^ 
^p(i Eaft ^haj^ in ?b? Weft »n4 ^uth tUJ 
M^X-P^i fhen ihey f^'4 ia the. Npcth 

aR4 riqrth 6^ft, 9»i h^vft been fleaq^ li^ 
VSiiffif ?n4 thQ iptcrcnediaw Pointa td the 

thirpe,th (^tfee Tyne of my writing^, cwcgl^ 

on thip t^^ntiejl?, 6wee»;y; ftrft, aofdi part of 
tl?e ?wep.ty fpcori<Jt w>he» tb4y. wsetc Saush 

The Tewpci: oi the Air bus bcea cooc 
fojripj^bk to, the. Wipidfii ftbai -^t/4 the 

ie.¥.entjp( y^ jjl%--5)/?j! , y^ry changeabki 
ipRiiqiiiijjSS ^ipf? atyi hot, partif uia'dy Qfli 
the. thift^pgih ^d feYcotesnih, vahich were 
iVprflay P^ys J; %t ochej: Tunes ctpac and- 
cpfd i %p4 ^o^etimea both hot s^fid coiki' 
io th^ %n^ p/iy. But tii£Qugh all th& 
fpripe^ p£|rt o| cbe.l^QO/h^ and exen ^<; 
yondf the Middl^^ of it, mi.AgL has. boeh. 
continually very cold and dry ; and on the 



I twea* 



Mirentietli, imcnty firft, and ptrt pf c^ 
cweiuy fecoady it -was as ^pt fuui dfy. {« 
this Maath co die thjf qech (which fiaafl»e8 
my Account) then have been fcaroc a^y 
tei&perate Days; iior, indeed, many mom 
derate Hpurs in any Day } but they hfivc 
been fo oppc^e to on^ another, that feve- 
Fal Mornings (hat I^ave been coid, blacky 
frp%, apdbiafting, like the fevere Merrar 
ifigs of Marshy h^ve c^iang'd into ' a hoc 
|nid-daySun» like the Noons of ^jvi^i «nd 
rewrte4 agfiin into cloudy and cold Bv'afj^ 
ings: Nay, (xsi cqntraiy has the Seafbii 
l>een ko itlelf, thi^t it has beeo the Mannei* 
of the whole Month, tlvit nY^ile it iKift 
lieen roafting u« wieh'tht iliti^nfe Heat' of 
the Sun^ it has b«en ^ the ikmeTime 
fifeezing us with the (hctrp Cold of the 
pienring Winds, ; infomuch, that to this 
itxj Time, Fises ar$ fcarcely out of dfliiy 
ufe in she Bailor. Durk^ this Month the 
Grafs and Garden Herbs, which in M^nci^ 
and the. fovmer past of ^fril were very 
forward, have been greatly check'd in 
their Growth^ the Fruit-Tree^ blafted, and 
ijiie Colds, that were^ io epidemical m y^ t# 
fmafsy and F^bf^uary , ^ve saken great 
Nuiohers of Poopte over again ; and \ti 
many Places, parcioular)y in ihe Neigh* 
hourhood oi>Afifordi Maltitodels of i Chili# 
df en have been moft ten^ibly soirniente4 
wiith a «iq]ienJD and obiitinace Whooping 

Cough, 
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Cough, which is fcarcely abated by vo^ 
fXlitingi purging, bliftering, and fuch Pe-« 
^rals as wc ufualiy give in that Cafe^ but 
is St this very Time univerfal in fome Pla«» 
CM thereabouts, and has carried off feveral 
Children* . 

Thus, Sir, at kft, we are come to fuch 
fi Ci'ifis as feems liitely to give you no far* 
cher Trouble about this Patient, except 
the hot Seaf^n of July (h\% other Time of 
Trialj ihould make any Alteration . worth 
vour Notice. If 1 have been too particiH 
at and tedious, I hope you will pleafe 
kindly to impute it to my defire of bein^ 
il^ciently plain, and. of fet ting. in a) true 
and full Light, a Cafe, which at leaft i 
think of Coofaquenpe, andi wblcb^ I pei^ 
ceive, ypu defignifor.thelPublickj a; Cafe 
which has been i&dis Neighbourhood moft 
ADtoribus a» to it3 Degree, and unconimon 
as to the Method lof Curev. li^iU trouble 
you, Sir, with no Coitilnents of mine up^ 
on. this Difeafe,^ nor its Remedy ; I will 
only take the Freedom to obferve, that 
my Ufe of crude Mercury in any way, muft 
^ac prefent he efteem'd rather as, an EiTayt 
than a fettled reguljir Prance \ hut jat$ \ 
have me( with fome InftancQs of very good 
SuccefSi and as yet with none^ that may in* 
cline me to think, that this is a lefs fafei 
than Numbers of other efhcacious Medi-- 
9ines to be found in the daily Prefctipr 

tipns 
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^lons of the mod hyman and judicious 
f hyiicians ; I am willing, at leaft, to hope^ 
that a ^cw Fi^ld is opcn'd in Mcdici^fn, 
wherein we inay a^ with frefc Vigour, 
and learn to be l^fs defperace in our Pro* 
gnofticks about the Event of putrid Scur-- 
yipSy Scrophula's, Leprofies^ Lues Vei^ereai^ 
Cancers, and fuch like Herculean Difl;enir 
pers I and may attain to i more fure, fafe,* 
and eafy Mefiiod pf opening the moil re* 
mote Qbftryaipns of the Glands, correal* 
ing the greatefi Acidit^s of the Humoup, 
and maintaining their natural PerfpirariQH 
through the Skin, than Hitherto we have 
known \ fpr I apprehend, that by the Ufe 
of Quickfilver, given fometimcs crude in 
its. own pure Body, fomepmes artificially 
divided into the fmail'eft Particles, and 
blenched with a juft Proportion of proper 
Evaciif nts that tai^y detfei'mine its Opera-^ 
tion to any particular raffage, and at other 
Times combin'd into a mixt Gourfe, par* 
taking in different Degrees of both Forms, 
we may diverfify, and effeduaUy acccMiv* 
modate this Medicine to a great Variety of 
Cafes, which we, at prefent, call incura* 
£Ie. But this. Sir, I prefume not to fay 
dogmatically, but rather leave it as a Pro* 
blem, to the'Confideratiori oi thofe truly 
iifeful Philofophers, who, not content to 
reft themfelves iii the imaginary, orfu^ 
i^erftitious Virtues of Prugil^ judicjooily 
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ftufly t*i6 geimifte, mtchatilc^ 'Opetafibfts 
of Medimes upoft this tilde Syftcttft tof 
eldtidk Fibres, fine Canals, atid 'chrctda* 
ting Humtjurs, of wMch -cur Bodies tiirfe 
compounded. 

But % ibrbear to trcfpaft iany fatrger tif* 
•n yDOf l^dence, and with due Refj^dSfe 
« fabfcribe my fclf, 

$ 

^iwmthmjh, 3r«^r Friend and 

■ "J'' Servant^ to ^ftntttmi, 

« » 

; l^ayjl^g. heard that there, was fome what 
y«rj i4tQ#^rlH4>ie difcov^'d upon the open* 
iQg . <he Corps of Mr. i^t7d?/i6» in relatioa 
to th« ^icifiher that Centleman had ta^ 
keo juft |)efore ; I fenc to Mr« iS'/y^tf// the 
SMrgeofi, who diitedec^ the £iody, to de-. 
iicf^; he WH^uld draw me up the Cafe in 
Wr^ung. . |n a few I)ays after which^ 
> happening in Confultation with our l^re* 
fidenf» Sir Hans Sloan^ who was alib pre*. 
^QC| and had been cair^ hi two Pavs 
before bia Death, he told nte, that Mr. 
£i;ii4// was^drawiog up the Cafe^ and that 
I flight very fuddeniy exped it^ which t 
ijj^ijiv^jj.in ^ i^et^r ^nclosy,^ May ji, ?^ 



' , ■.!■•.. 

TirrBb© afefnkwftt Necefllif q^ attaniii^ 
M\ Imtt ]9ufio^Si i» iTovnei, , mdi tb&fail* 

j^Sfnife Vfilla^, ha» presented' . mjp- tfaaW^ 
mitting to you fooner, what was obiitfiowiil 
ilhl^ 0ptiii4)gt of tito Btedy- of.tbe late 
i^Boif^i^ aodv wbAC. QgaDtieji,; (1i^\^«l 
4|Sg(|^r^ /« 4^ if^pm'i^' of. cruiiia Mm'oai!]; 
hA: h^dr titeo, bjy Kr. Z>*—«^ Advise i 
ihkK* th9 pMftfulcm Circuinila^cie»i t^ 
KftMidqrili it^^ wl^«h; I h«f e now- (trocurrfi 

Q&: £iK RfmiiiM ofr a«. ^tcffmitX)ifig;Hev«r( 
which about ten or tweifci Q4|^st; biafiire 
had left him by the 0fc of the Cortex, 
ljHiii«a%^«folv<4va^t«K. refi4ing;\Dtr.\j9-*r's 
Q$<)ltU oCt ^rt((JMi^^r)^v, adMk. fearini; the 
QiCi<tt:ii:o^c hift^vciCf , tct. tftke^ thd'l^o^or's 
Advice: He accordingly feBC^fdi^hitt^ and 
from the iBncouragement he gave him^ 
S^«/ *fi wottW nHi09^vpt*eiMtth tit RitUm 
vF bis Fever, but effedtually cure hititfi^-aih 
bis Complaints. i ' 

■ Jiatthfei. Qagr. fdUowingK he.^ begon . the 
Jil(ejnmKf0k Gmfe , . 96 dif c&ed « . and fo 

pwfiktti^J^imf'^sk^kMirc^l^^ that 

he 
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he had taken within two Ounces, two 
bounds weight by ^uefim ' May the 
Bighth, at which Time ne began to 
complain ef a very great Pain on the 
forepart of his Head, and as great in hit 
Bowels alfo, with a univerfai Uiieaiinefi 
of his Body, infomuch that he could not 
femaiA one Moment in the fame Po* 
fture. 

' Thi& continued till the next Day, when 
he ftill hoped his Mercurtnl Courfe would 
flnfwer the promii^' EfleSis ; but his 
Lady apprehending the ill Confequeilces, 
lent away for ^xi^Ham Sloanj who, for 
the Relief of his Head; ordered' nilie 
Ounces of fiiobd to be drawn from'thei 
Jugular.^ Plaifters alfo pro Planiis Pe^ 
dum^ ex ' Emp. Cephal. cam Eupborito. 
Having had no Pafiage, the following 
purging Draught, 

^PiLRuff. 3fs. jiq.LaSt. Alex, fill 
m< f. potto quam primum fumenda & 
repetatur vj' quaque bota donee Alvus 
folutafuerit. 

This proving inefTe^tual, the following 
Gljrfler, 
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It DecoSf. com. pro Glyjl:^ & Efe£}: Be^ 
nit* i u Syr. de Spin, Cerv. f i fs. m. f.- 
Enma ^ if^ciendufj^ bora fextu V4^. 

fpertina 



if 
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jpertina Ji JJvus non fuerlt friui 
fohita. 

In the Evdiing, finding him fainc and 
difpirited, this cordial Mixtuxe was {u:e- 
fcrib'd for him, (fcii) 

Qe yiq. La&. Ale^. Mentk.i 5 iv; Conf^ 
Raleigh: 3 j. Aiierm. {to.. 3ii- Af» 
jSteplmn. S ii. Syr. Qaryoph. 5 iif. Spir^ 
Lavend. C. 3 ii. M^ Capiat. Cocbl W. 
Statim & in languoribus tepetatur. 

Pergat in TJfu ultimo prafcript. 
Maiij 9^ 1733. for Mr. Booths _ H. S^ 

The next Day, the Head-aph ftiU ^Wp* 
tinuing, an Epijpajlick was laid all over the 
Scalps and this Emulfion prefcribed to ob* 
viate a Strangury, mz. * i ' 

•. ■ •'..-•••• 

^ Amynd. duL DecoSl. N^ xii. Jim. J^fr^ ^ 
Maj. § is. Contujii affunde DecoSf. Hord.- 
:tlf ii. & f. Emulfio cui adde Syr^'de 
Altbea "ii. & f/bibat bujus copiofe & 
frequenter. 



Mail «• J 73 3. for Mr. Booths , H.S. 

^ In the Evening, his Coftivencfs ft ill CQXSm 
cinuing, a^d.tne Symptoois encrea£i)g^ 
the following, which were the laft, 

Ik 



igi LaSf. Vacim rec. J x. Terw. Vitt, 5 iil. 
•01. Cbamomel % ii. Syr. de Spin. Cervi 

nit, i §i imfil^. 9^. ^& Sf^. €eti 
3>k Swkb. ^/Md. q. f/ nft it Ltnffui 

dtkiiiCwbK'it'y ftmmJ^a fuper 



^ Spir. Lavtnd. Sal. Fol. 0(. ; 5i^rin. 
N tepi4f. gut", ■ x£id tum^ud^s poftHmfo. 

Mkli X* 1 73 3. fbf My. ]S(^tlr,' A ^- 

ft wtovoik thls'I% tlUrAlA^. M^ih ^. 
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Mrs. B^/i& fays, he^madtf iiOMieW 
plaints till A£gry the Eighth, nor had hd 
vaided aily of tfie^ Mcfrciiry^ beforfe^ thae 
Ikyi 

TheMethod of lodking dut for'^ich,' 
1^ by dilming the I^ccrenSents'iti the 
Bed-pan he made ufe of, with^foeh^ Quan- 
tity of Water that the Faeces run out^t the 
hcttlo^ of the liandld; whittt'tlfc^Metfcliry* 
fubiided to the Bottom of the Pan; the 
wfibfe Quantity 69' which ^ tYM c»fftaftfl; 
with what adher^d't^ the-I^an,^ W%ia'j*fl^'- 

to be abcmt'h^if a'P&imtln;^6ig&t^/ 

HiJr 



is Body was opened in the Pre&nce ol* 
$lr Hans Sloan. 

His Livir Was iti very good Order^ 
beitber hard nor livid ^ buc fomevrhaC 
larger than ufuaK . 

The Gali Bladder fix times tiggcr thari 
what is comifaoiily obferted, and filled 
ythh Bile. 

In the JbuSius Cboledocbiii was found 4 
(Sail Scone of the Size and Shape of a 
Horfe Bean, which had fo entirely ftopc 
the Bile from pafiing into the Duodenum^ 
ihat not the leafi: Appearance thereof 
couid be obferved in the whole Trait of 
the Inteftines. 

There were five fmaller GallStoiies 
found in the Vefica Fellis. 

I endeavour'd to divide lYit Reifuni and 
4tie iti but it Was fo rotten that it brokii 
between my Fingers like Tinderi and 
ftnt forth a moft oiFehfive cadaveroug 
Stenehi . , ^ 

u The ReSiuMy wittf the othcf IntcftineSi 
Were ript up with a Pair of Sciffarsi in 
which was found very little Excremenci 
but ' the whole Tract on the infide 4 
lin'd with Crude Mercuty divided in 
Globules , about the Bigneft of Pini 
Heads* 

The Infide of the Inteftines was txk^ 
glaz'd over with the Mercury j as yott 
had been told, for they were as black a^ 

T jraitf 



^y4 Sifi^ne^ fiv^l^itS 

l^ur HaCi aad So totxtn, i^t diejr miiid 
not endurd the leaft ftrainiog without 
taking in' pieceSi 

. ■ ■ . - » 

H^k-mitdinis, ^itb the greflt^ $eBe£^^ 

May 3ii 

•» - - ♦ • 

' * •• • , ' 

Aiex. SmalL 

^i 6. fhere was «o f^ulf in any Rart 
of bis Body but what is here men*^ 
tion'd. 

Postsckipr, 

iMth £(?^#i& had labeurM fhany IttB^ un- 
der an obftinate Jaundice^ foe whioh he 
liad ideJibfhiaUy profecuc^. manv €our^ 
of Mediekiei and had^ by ehe Advice ef 
his Phyfician^ been falivated for the S^i^ce 
of a Mckiihy in each Bay of Which he 
^pit at the leaft three Pihts^ oftner two 
Quarts^ b«t wkh no good Encit. 

The laft ; Remedy^ before this fa^f 111^ 
%refs. he took, was Rbubarbi of which 
lie chew'd each Day, for iniear <tfae Spacfe 
of two Years, at leail three Dranois; the 
"EMkOi of which was , that he purged 
Eighteen, fome times Twenty Times, in 
every Twenty four Hours^ without being 

any 



«ny Ways difpirited thereby; by which 
Metftod the Jaundice entirely ranifh'd , 
and he recover'd his Strength and Flefk, 
growing Fat, and remaiping in this hope- 
ful Way till ^ut a Month before he dicf^ 
then he relaps'd into his Jtuadic*, attend- 
ttd with an intermitting Fever, th» laft of 
which he recover'd from by the Ufe of the 
Csrtex, as has been hinted before. 
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